
July 10, 2013

MEMORANDUM

TO: Legislative Education Study Committee

FR: Travis Dulany

RE: STAFF REPORT: GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (GED) 

INTRODUCTION

During the 2012 interim, the Legislative Education Study Committee (LESC) heard testimony 
from the Director of the Adult Basic Education (ABE) Program at Eastern New Mexico 
University-Roswell regarding changes to the General Educational Development (GED) test.

During the presentation, the ABE Director discussed various concerns with the changes to the 
GED, set to take effect in January 2014, including:

• the increased cost of the 2014 GED;
• the shift to online registration, which may allow test-takers to bypass ABE centers;
• limited computer resources at GED testing centers to administer the computer-based test; 

and
• the additional need for training participants in keyboarding and basic computer skills.

In other states, as a result of the changes discussed above, officials have expressed interest in, or 
otherwise committed to, developing and utilizing alternatives to the GED in order to reduce costs 
and continue the use of paper-based tests. Additionally, two companies (McGraw-Hill and 
Educational Testing Service) have announced the development of high school equivalency 
exams intended to meet these needs for those states.

michael.bowers
New Stamp



 2 

In order to keep the committee informed of these developments in alternative assessments for 
adult learners, LESC staff has arranged for presentations during the July 2013 LESC meeting by 
representatives of: 
 

• the Public Education Department (PED); 
• ABE community; 
• GED Testing Service; 
• McGraw-Hill; and 
• Educational Testing Service (ETS). 

 
For additional information, this staff report provides an overview of: 
 

• the current GED test; 
• development of the new GED test; 
• key changes to the new GED test; 
• development of alternative assessments; and 
• background. 

 
 
THE CURRENT GED TEST 
 
According to GED Testing Service, the current GED test: 
 

• was issued in 2002; 
• is the fourth release since the GED was first developed in 1942; 
• is available in English, Spanish, and French; 
• covers five content areas: 

 
 Language Arts, Reading; 
 Language Arts, Writing; 
 Mathematics; 
 Science; and  
 Social Studies; 

 
• can be offered on either paper or computer; and 
• varies in cost, depending on the testing center. 

 
According to the GED Unit of PED, the Central New Mexico Community College is the least 
expensive among the 29 testing centers in New Mexico, at $35 for the entire battery of five tests.  
The highest priced offering of the GED in New Mexico is Santa Fe Community College, at $100 
for the series. 
 
With regard to taking the test, an individual may take one or more portions of the five-part test at 
various times; however, if a test-taker completes any one portion of the test, he or she must 
complete the rest of the series within three years before being required to start the series again 
from the beginning.  Additionally, test-takers may take the 2002 Series GED Test up to three 
times per year. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW GED TEST 
 
According to a March 2011 news release, two groups – the American Council on Education 
(ACE) and Pearson PLC – joined together to form a new company in order to create a new series 
of GED assessments and change the way in which the GED is administered.  The new company, 
GED Testing Service LLC, is based in Washington, D.C., with additional offices in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, and will be governed by a board of directors comprised of four executives from ACE 
and four executives from Pearson PLC. 
 
The GED assessment, according to ACE, will be redesigned and include three primary 
components, as listed in quotes below: 
 

• “a new, more rigorous GED test aligned with Common Core State Standards designed to 
ensure career- and college-readiness; 

• a national test preparation program featuring an expanding array of innovative and 
personalized learning resources; and, 

• a transition network that connects GED test-takers to career and postsecondary 
educational opportunities.” 

 
According to GED Testing Service, the reasons behind developing a new GED assessment 
include: 
 

• changes to the educational landscape and workforce that require a new kind of GED test; 
• a need to ensure that the GED test credential remains meaningful for adult learners, 

employers, and postsecondary institutions; and 
• the workforce demands more skill, including familiarity with technology. 

 
 
KEY CHANGES TO THE NEW GED TEST 
 
According to GED Testing Service, effective January 2014, the following changes will be in 
effect for the GED: 
 

• Computer-based Testing 
 

 the new GED will be available only on computers; 
 an internet connection will not be necessary at the time the person is taking the test; 

however, an internet connection will be required in order for the test to be graded; 
 once the student has completed the test (and an internet connection has been 

established), the tests are encrypted for security and submitted for scoring; 
 according to a PED official, technology upgrades may be necessary in order to 

prepare for computer-based testing (CBT), and testing centers will need to become 
“Pearson VUE Authorized Test Centers” in order to offer the CBT; and 

 test-takers will need to know “basic” computer, keyboarding, and typing skills, and 
have a familiarity with computer software tasks such as scrolling, using graphic user 
interfaces, and exhibiting windows. 
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• Content Areas 
 

 the new GED is said to be aligned with Common Core State Standards (CCSS), as 
well as other college- and career-readiness standards of states that have not adopted 
CCSS (such as Texas and Virginia); 

 although the new GED test will have four content sections (further explained below) 
rather than the five currently offered on the 2002 Series GED Test (listed on page 2 in 
section titled The Current GED Test), the full battery of tests will take the same 
amount of time as the current test, at approximately seven hours; 

 the test is intended to provide “an indicator of readiness to enter workforce training 
programs or postsecondary education,” and “actionable information about a 
candidate’s academic strengths and weaknesses”; 

 the newly developed test is said to be evidence-based, norm-referenced, designed to 
measure deep understanding of core skills needed for a variety of pathways, and 
based on empirical performance of a nationally representative sample of graduating 
high school seniors; 

 the new question types on the 2014 GED are intended to measure critical cognitive 
skills, that, according to GED Testing Service, are not possible on a paper-based test; 
and 

 the four content areas are: 
 

 Reasoning through Language Arts (RLA); 
 Mathematical Reasoning;  
 Science; and 
 Social Studies. 

 
• Cost 

 
 the base price for the new GED test will be $120/test-taker; 
 testing centers will be compensated approximately $38/test-taker; 
 GED Testing Service representatives informed LESC staff that states and testing 

centers may either add additional administrative fees on top of the $120/test-taker 
base price or subsidize it through state funds. 

 
• Registration 

 
 test-takers will register for the new GED test through GED Testing Service, either 

online or by a toll-free telephone number; 
 because the registration will be via internet or telephone, it appears as though a credit 

or debit card will be necessary to sign up for the new GED test; however, PED staff 
have indicated that test-takers may also obtain a prepaid card in order to register 
online or over the telephone. 
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The table below illustrates these key changes between the 2002 Series GED Test and the new 
test anticipated in 2014: 
 
 2002 Series GED Test 2014 GED Test 
Delivery Paper-based and computer-

based  
Computer-based only 

Content Areas Reading, Writing, 
Mathematics, Science, and 
Social Studies 

Reasoning through Language 
Arts, Mathematical 
Reasoning, Science, and 
Social Studies 

Cost in New Mexico Varies:  $35-$100 Base cost of $120 for 2014 
Registration In person, through one of 29 

testing centers in New Mexico 
Online and over the telephone, 
through GED Testing Service 

Number of Attempts Allowed 
Per Year 

Three attempts allowed per 
year 

Six attempts allowed per year 

Development of Content 
Standards 

Developed at a “national and 
jurisdictional level” 

Aligned with Common Core 
State Standards 

Languages English, Spanish, and French English, with Spanish 
anticipated later in 2014 

Time Required to Complete 
the Full Battery of Tests 

Approximately seven hours Approximately seven hours 

 
 
DEVELOPMENT OF ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENTS 
 
Since its inception, the GED test has served as the primary high school equivalency test, as noted 
by New York State Education Commissioner John King who observed that, “GED is 
synonymous with ‘alternative assessment for adult learners.’”  However, in recent months some 
states have initiated a shift away from the GED.  For example, the State of New York, which 
subsidizes the entire cost for students to take the test, announced in March of this year that it will 
award an $8.4 million, three-year contract to McGraw-Hill for an alternative test.  Other states – 
such as Montana, Missouri, Tennessee, and New Hampshire – have indicated an interest in 
utilizing ETS to develop an alternative to the GED test.  These two alternative tests are described 
below: 
 
McGraw-Hill:  Test Assessing Secondary Completion 
 
According to McGraw-Hill, the Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) will be 
introduced in 2014, and “will measure the foundational concepts in the Common Core State 
Standards.”  The test is reported to include: 
 

• multiple-choice items; 
• an extended writing prompt for writing assessment; 
• gridded-response items in mathematics; and 
• stimulus-based science and social studies multiple-choice questions. 
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After 2014, McGraw-Hill reports, the TASC will expand to offer “increased coverage of the 
Common Core State Standards through inclusion of additional item types including constructed-
response and technology-enhanced items.”  The company also notes that it seeks to introduce 
artificial intelligence scoring in 2016, likely for the writing section of the test.  The test will cost 
$52 per test-taker and will be offered both in paper-and-pencil format as well in a computer-
based format. 
 
Educational Testing Service:  High School Equivalency Test 
 
According to ETS, the nonprofit organization is developing the ETS High School Equivalency 
Test (HiSET).  The test, expected to be released in early 2014, is being developed jointly by ETS 
and Iowa Testing Programs “to address the needs of states, educators, policymakers, employers, 
and test takers.”  Similarly to the TASC, ETS reports that the HiSET will include the “same 
competencies as the GED test,” but will be less expensive – $50 per test-taker – and will be 
offered in a pencil-and-paper format. 
 
According to ETS, the HiSET will be released in two phases: 
 

• the Phase 1 release of the HiSET test in January 2014 is reported to be “compatible with 
current professional development materials used for high school equivalency assessment 
and will cover five core areas: 

 
 language arts (reading); 
 language arts (writing); 
 mathematics;  
 science; and  
 social studies”; and 

 
• in Phase 2, ETS reports that it will work with state stakeholders to design a HiSET that 

aligns “more fully” with the Common Core State Standards, though a timeline for Phase 
2 has not yet been announced. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
According to GED Testing Service: 
 

• the GED test was first developed in 1942 and originally reflected the needs of the 
industrial era; 

• at the time in which the test was developed, 37 percent of test-takers indicated plans to 
seek additional education at the postsecondary level;  

• the original series English test focused on correctness and effectiveness of expression, 
while the other portions – social studies, science, and literature – relied on the 
interpretation of reading material; 

• the test was revised in 1978, and the changes, as quoted below, were characterized by a: 
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 “shift in emphasis from science and social studies reading materials to a separate 
reading test; and 

 transition away from a recall of facts toward application of conceptual knowledge and 
evaluation of presented information”; 

 
• the third series of the GED test, released in 1988, was based on the following 

recommendations from a panel of professionals and experts: 
 

 the addition of a direct writing sample; 
 increased emphasis on critical thinking and problem-solving skills; 
 increased reflection of the diverse roles adults play in society; 
 greater emphasis on understanding the sources of societal change; and 
 an increase in contextual settings relevant to adults; 

 
• in the 1988 series, the reason candidates took the test shifted, with over 65 percent saying 

they were taking the test in order to enroll in a postsecondary institution; and 
• the fourth series, released in 2002, and also the current GED test, is based on content 

standards at the national and jurisdictional level, and will expire December 31, 2013. 
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ETS & ITP…non-profit & mission driven 

• SAT/PSAT® 

• AP® - Advanced Placement Program® 

• CLEP® – College-Level Examination Program® 

• GRE®– Graduate Record Examinations® 

• NAEP – National Assessment of Educational 
Progress 

• The Iowa Tests including the ITED® (Iowa Test 
of Educational Development) 

• PARCC Assessment Consortium 
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Today’s Presentation 

 

 
• Guiding principles 

• Purpose of HiSET 

• Distinctive features 

• Momentum and Support 

• Test Development/Delivery 

• Price & Support Services 
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• Appendices 
‒ Test Design & Content 
‒ Outreach & marketing services 
‒ Support & transition services 

• Announcement 

• Information Brief 

• Sample Items 

• Research Rationale 

• Frequently Asked Questions 

• Minimum System Requirements 

 

Folder with handout materials Outline 



Guiding Principles 

• Based on expressed needs of states 

• Reflect shared mission to advance equity and access 

by creating assessments based on rigorous research 

• Support the transition to the common core standards 

• Include options driven by state needs 

• Leverage existing services and resources- including 

current test centers, technology and preparation 

materials  

• Be affordable to candidates pursuing a high school 

credential 
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Purpose 

• The HiSET™ measures core academic skills: 

– Represent the long-term goals of secondary 
education, particularly critical thinking skills of 
analysis and evaluation. 

– Subjects of reading, language arts, mathematics, 
science and social studies that typically define high 
school coursework. 

– Essential to being prepared to enter a job, a 
training program, or an entry-level, credit-bearing 
postsecondary course. 

2/27/2013 
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Distinctive Features 

• Paper and computer-based to serve the greatest number of 
candidates 

• Affordable test fees to keep accessible for candidates, 
states, and educational programs 

• Flexibility to use existing test centers, test prep and 
curricula 

• English & Spanish versions of the tests 

• Test design and validation by experts for fair and reliable 
results 

• Retesting for 12 months at no additional charge 

• Flexibility to use pre-2014 GED   scores with HiSET scores 
to issue equivalency credentials 
 
 2/27/2013 
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Retesting for 12 months at no additional charge

2014 GED   scores with HiSET scores 



Momentum & Support 

7 
Copyright © 2013 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved. ETS, the ETS logo and LISTENING. LEARNING. LEADING. are 
registered trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS). HISET is a trademark of ETS. All other trademarks are the property of 

their respective owners. 22039 

• Montana 

• New Hampshire 

• Tennessee 

• Missouri 

HiSET States 

• Iowa (Intent to award) 

• Indiana 

• Louisiana 

In Procurement 

National Outreach 

• Departments of labor  

• Military 

• Library  

• Federal Bureau of Prisons 

• Chambers of Commerce  

• Employers 

• Higher Education 



TEST DEVELOPMENT 
& DELIVERY 
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Development 

• Items calibrated and scaled based on national samples of 
high school students that met graduation requirements and 
earned a high school diploma. 

• Items chosen based on alignment to the Common Core 
State Standards and Webb’s Depth of Knowledge 

• Test specifications include the Office of Vocational and Adult 
Education (OVAE) College and Career Readiness (CCR) 
Standards for Adult Ed. 

• National norms used to describe HiSET results on a national 
ability scale. 

• Cut-scores for passing HiSET correspond to the 40th 
percentile nationally. 

• Cut-scores for college readiness in ELA-Writing, ELA 
Reading, Mathematics, and Science will based on the 
national ability scale as well. 
 

9 
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Content Overview 

• Three equated forms each year 

• Tests Knowledge & Process Skills 

• Total testing time 7 hrs. and 5 min. 
 

/27/20132 10 

Number 

of Items
Time

Language Arts-Reading Multiple Choice 40 65

Language Arts-Writing Part 1 Multiple Choice 50 75

Language Arts Writing Part 2 Essay 1 45

Mathematics Multiple Choice 50 90

Science Multiple Choice 50 80

Social Studies Multiple Choice 50 70

Length
HiSET Subject 

Question 

Format
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Paper & Computer-based administration 

• Administer HiSET in Paper Pencil and/or CBT 
modality at test centers and correctional 
facilities  

• ETS’ Proprietary Internet Based Testing 
System (iBT) 

– System used to administer high stakes, 
secure assessments using a site based model 

– Used nationally and internationally for TOEFL, 
TOEIC, GRE and State Teacher Licensing 
Programs 

 
2/27/2013 
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PRICE AND SUPPORT 
SERVICES 
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Simplified Pricing  

Full Service: 
• $50 for paper or computer based administration 
• Turn around time for scores: 

– 2 days multiple choice 
– 6 days essay (human-scored) 

 (pending receipt of a properly submitted answer sheet) 
 

Retesting:  
• Two retests at no additional charge  
 (12 months) 
  
If a state wishes to combine pre-2014 GED scores 
with ETS HiSET scores, ETS will support this effort. 
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Simplified Pricing 
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• Integrate existing programs, PD 
& materials 

• Existing curricula and materials 
predictive of HiSET 

• ETS Study Companions at no 
charge 

• Regularly scheduled webinars 

• Newly developed Practice Tests 
$7.50- formative information- 
(OPT) 
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Support Services 

• Registration 

• Scheduling  

• Accommodations  

• Customer service 

• Scoring 

• Transcripts initial and re-order 

• State reporting 

 Copyright © 2013 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved. ETS, the ETS logo and LISTENING. LEARNING. LEADING. are 
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Registration 

Test-takers register 

• Self service online 

• At a testing center with assistance 

• Via phone with ETS HiSET 
representative 

• Demographic information collected 

• “Find a test center” tools and 
information 
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Test Centers 
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• States will continue to be the 
entity approving test centers 

 

• For cbt-ETS will provide a set 
of minimal technical 
requirements 

 

• Test centers do not pay for 
assessment materials, 
shipping, licensing 

 

• Scheduling and registration 
system access for ordering, 
scheduling, rosters and 
transcripts 
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Test Accommodations & Policies  

• Complies with ADA of 1990 & the 2008 
Amendments. 

• Designed with reasonable testing 
accommodations for individuals with disabilities in 
mind 

• ETS Office of Disability Policy will work with the 
state to develop policies, procedures and 
guidance in serving test takers with disabilities 

• ETS employs a proven review and decision 
process for determining testing accommodations 

2/27/2013 
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Appendices  

  
High School Equivalency Test (HiSET) 

 
 Educational Testing Service  

Copyright © 2013 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved. ETS, the ETS logo and LISTENING. LEARNING. LEADING. are 
registered trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS). HISET is a trademark of ETS. All other trademarks are the property of 

their respective owners. 22039 

19 

 Ruidoso, NM 

July 17, 2013 



TEST DEVELOPMENT 
 
TEST DESIGN & 
CONTENT 
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Language Arts - Reading 
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Language Arts - Writing 
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Mathematics 
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Social Studies 
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Science 
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OUTREACH AND 
MARKETING 
SERVICES 
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Examples of the existing marketing 
activities 

• State specific outreach in HiSET states 

• Informational website launch: www.HiSET.ets.org  

• Face-to-face meetings to share HiSET program information with 
the following organizations and entities: 

– Federal Bureau of Prisons 

– Federal Department of Labor 

– More than 30 state test directors 

– Leadership conference: Civil Rights 

• Regional tours in HiSET states to meet with testing centers face-
to-face 

• Training sessions-Fall 

 

Suggestions from stakeholders 

27 
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Support for ETS HiSET 

• Developing and preparing to launch a national 
campaign to reach all stakeholders.   

– Preparing media packets for the state, testing 
centers, colleges, universities, and employers 

– National conferences and exhibits 

– Local conferences and exhibits 

– Media coverage and outreach 

– HiSET state specific meetings, conferences, and 
outreach 
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Informational Website  

Launched 
March 15th 
providing 
resources 
for all 
Stakeholders 

 
http:hiset.ets.org 
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SUPPORT & 
TRANSITION 
SERVICES 
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Test takers can pay 
directly to ETS via the 
e-registration portal.   

Test centers can 
continue 
setting/collecting their 
test administration 
fees 

Payments 

31 
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Training opportunities 

• Teacher and preparation focused 
training 

• Policy documentation,  clear and 
concise tracking updates year-to-year 

• Face-to-face administration training 
• Training modules in development 
• Webinars 
• Advisory councils 
• Shared space for PD and best practices 
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Registration 
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Scheduling 

• Utilizing ETS scheduling system 
• Test center information collected  

– Dates and hours 

– Seat capacity both pbt and cbt 

• Training provided to test centers 
• Roster generation 

• Tracking of forms 

• ETS HiSET representative assistance for 
cancellation of testing and rescheduling 
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Thank You 
For additional information contact: 
 
 
 
 

 
Rose Payan 
Director, Student & Teacher Assessment 
925-768-4368 
rpayan@ets.org  
 
Amy Riker 
Director, ETS High School Equivalency Testing Program 
609-619-1640  
ariker@ets.org 
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Test Assessing Secondary Completion 
TASC 

New Mexico Legislative Education Study Committee 
Ruidoso, NM 
July 11, 2013 



CTB/McGraw-Hill Overview
 Full-service, large-scale assessment publisher, founded in 1926
 Over 45 years experience serving adult education community with high 

quality, nationally researched assessment (paper, online, adaptive)

 Strong content development capabilities, authoritative Common Core 
expertise, universal design/accessibility leadership, engaging and rigorous 
content

 Highly accomplished research and psychometric staff and practices ensure 
validity, reliability, professional support

 Well engineered, robust systems from content management through test 
delivery and reporting

 Trusted provider of secure, summative tests, including high school and end-
of-course testing programs

 Online Assessment System (OAS): More than 10,000 sites, over 4 million 
tests administered annually

2
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Why Develop TASC?

 43 States are looking for options
– New York selected TASC for its HSE

 Support for targeted population
– Access
– Formats
– Price

 Need for a gradual shift to the Common Core
 Building on our Mission – Help the Teacher Help 

the Student

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC.
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TASC Overview 
 Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) is a secure, reliable and 

valid assessment measuring core content areas equivalent to that of 
graduating high school students.   

 Key Features 
– Newly created content, aligned to Common Core State Standards 
– Normed passing score and College and Career Readiness cut score 
– Measures Reading/Language Arts, Writing, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies 
– Available in English, Spanish and special formats (large print, Braille, and audio) 
– Available in paper/pencil and online formats 
– Option to accept previous test scores 

 Price 
– $52 per student – includes materials, scoring and reporting 
– 2 free re-takes per student 
– $10 Official Readiness test – paper based or online 

 Adopted by the State of New York 

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC. 
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State Director’s Working Group on 
Alternative High School 

Equivalency Assessments
 March 9th, 2012 - CTB’s first conference call with the new 

Working Group. 5 states.
 June 12th, 2012 – CTB presented our RFI responses to the 

Missouri Vendor Fair 
 October 9th, 2012 – CTB presents TASC to the full Working 

Group as a possible alternative assessment
 January 18th, 2013 – CTB’s 8th presentation to the Working 

Group now totaling 37 states.
 43 states now part of the Working Group 
 Participated in the State Directors meetings prior to the annual 

OVAE meetings on May 20th, 2013 

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC.
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CTB’s Capacity
 Paper and Pencil Testing

– 4 million scan sheets processed per day at peak
– 2 shifts of 700 handscorers each per day at peak at our Primary Scoring 

Center
– Well defined process to ramp up resources for unpredictable volumes
– Extensive experience in test distribution for large-scale programs include:

• Georgia CRT- 175 sites delivery and pick up 26,000 boxes with zero missing
• Indiana ISTEP- 600 sites delivery and pick up over 15,000 with zero missing
• Missouri MAP- 550 sites delivery and pick up over 16,000 boxes with zero 

missing

 Computer Based Testing
– Secure Lock Down Browser supports Windows, Mac, Linux and Thin 

Client systems. 
– Over 10,000 test centers using CTB’s Online Assessment System (OAS)
– More then 4 million computer based tests delivered annually 

7
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New York and Common Core 
Consortium Experience 
 Awarded New York State contract for High 

School Equivalency in March 
 Working with New York’s SUNY and CUNY 

systems to track students performance into post 
secondary from TASC 

 Awarded contract as lead Item Writing vendor 
for Smarter Balance.  

 Assisting New York in the analysis of accepting 
partial scores from previous years 

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC. 
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Solution Overview
 CTB’s new product offering - Test Assessing Secondary Completion 

(TASC) is a secure, reliable and valid assessment offering to verify 
that test takers have knowledge in core content areas equivalent to 
that of graduating high school students.  

 TASC includes
– Three forms available in English and Spanish each year
– Paper / Pencil and Computer based options
– Support of accommodations (large print, Braille, audio and 

online)
– Ability to utilize exiting testing sites 
– Option for online registration and scheduling website
– Online score reporting 
– Readiness test that predicts to TASC

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC.
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TASC Test Design 

 2014/15 operational test includes
– Multiple-choice items
– Writing prompt (evidence-based writing)
– Gridded-response items(Mathematics)
– Stimulus-based science and social studies item sets

 2016 operational test (and beyond) includes an increased 
coverage of the CCSS through inclusion of additional 
item types and increased rigor
– Constructed-response items
– Technology-enhanced items

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC.
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TASC Features
 Measures Reading, Language Arts/Writing, Mathematics, Social 

Studies and Science

 Newly created content aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards, Next Generation Science Standards and Social Studies 
national frameworks 

 Provides high school equivalency scores and assesses college and 
career readiness

 Leverages the same high-stakes, secure online platform that is used 
by TABE Online and TABE Adaptive customers

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC.
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Webb’s Depth of Knowledge 
 Level 1 Recall 

– Recall of a fact, information or procedure 
 Level 2 Skill/Concept 

– Use information or conceptual knowledge, two or 
more steps, etc. 

 Level 3 Strategic Thinking 
– Requires reasoning, developing a plan or sequence 

of steps, some complexity, more than one possible 
answer 

 Level 4 Extended Thinking 
– Requires an investigation, time to think and process 

multiple conditions of the problem or task 
Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC. 
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Common Core Transition 

13 
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TASC Constructs
 English Language Arts

– Common Core State Standards
 Mathematics

– Traditional pathway of the Common Core State 
Standards

 Science
– Next Generation Science Standards

 Social Studies
– CTB Social Studies Standards based on national 

frameworks in the areas of US history, world history, 
civics and government, and economics

14
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Testing Times, Item Types 

15 
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Subject
Domain / 

Reporting Category
Domain % 

(Predicted)
Est. Time to 

Complete (min)
Item 

Types

Reading--Info 70%

Reading--Lit 30%

Number and Quantity 13%
Algebra 26%

Functions 26%
Geometry 23%

Statistics and Probability 12%
U.S. History 25%

World History 25%
Civics and Government 25%

Geography 15%
Economics 20%

Physical Sciences 33%
Life Sciences 34%

Earth and Space Sciences 33%
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Reading Sample Item 
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Mathematics Sample Item 
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Sample Math UI & Question 



Sample Reading UI & Question 



Key Elements of Research Design 

 Spring 2013 Field Test and Norming 
– Nationally representative sample of graduating HS 

seniors 
– Diverse samples of graduating Spanish speaking 

students 
– Diverse samples of examinees enrolled in adult 

education programs 
– Purpose:  
 item analyses and DIF studies 
 inform passing score 
 establish norms  
 support scaling and construction of parallel forms 
 link to current GED (via TABE)  

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC. 
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Key Elements of Research Design

 Fall 2013 Special Studies
– Comparability of CBT and PBT; Spanish-English

 Ongoing Embedded Field Testing/Pool Replenishment in 
Operational testing 2014-2016
– Allow modest/controlled shift in content standards 

frameworks
– 3 new forms developed per year in English and Spanish
– Introduction of AI scoring
– Introduction of technology enhanced items
– Introduction of Adaptive Testing

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC.
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Examinee Registration 
 Examinee registration system 

– Flexible application management 
system that will allow examinees 
to: 
 Create a profile 
 Schedule a test and site 
 Make payment 
 Withdraw from/reschedule a 

test 
 Test administrator interface 

allows sites to:  
– Take cash payments 
– Validate examinee age, 

residency, accommodation and 
test completion status 

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC. 
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TASC Recap 
 Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) is a secure, reliable and 

valid assessment measuring core content areas equivalent to that of 
graduating high school students.   

 Key Features 
– Newly created content, aligned to Common Core State Standards 
– Normed passing score and College and Career Readiness cut score 
– Measures Reading/Language Arts, Writing, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies 
– Available in English, Spanish and special formats (large-print, Braille, and audio) 
– Available in paper/pencil and online formats 
– Option to accept previous test scores 

 Price 
– $52 per student – includes materials, scoring and reporting 
– 2 free re-takes per student 
– Official Readiness test – paper based or online 

 Adopted by the State of New York 

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC. 
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Contact info

 Mitch Rosin
National TASC Consultant
Mitch_Rosin@McGraw-Hill.com
312-909-3964

 www.CTB.com/TASC

Copyright © 2013 CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC.
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