
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 25, 2011 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Legislative Education Study Committee 

 

FR: Pamela Herman, J.D. 

 

RE: UPDATES:  PUBLIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (PED):  A-B-C-D-F 

SCHOOLS RATING SYSTEM 

 

 

In 2011, the Legislature passed, and the Governor signed, SB 427, A-B-C-D-F Schools Rating 

System (Laws of 2011, Chapter 10; see Attachment).  The legislation creates a new state public 

school accountability system that will operate side by side with the existing school and school 

district accountability system based on Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), which was established 

pursuant to the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA, also known as the No 

Child Left Behind Act of 2001). 

 

The legislation requires that, commencing with school year 2011-2012, all public schools be 

graded annually by the Public Education Department (PED).  The department shall assign a letter 

grade of A, B, C, D, or F to each public school pursuant to criteria established by department 

rules, after input from the Secretary’s Superintendents’ Council.  The Legislative Education 

Study Committee (LESC) has scheduled regular updates on the design and implementation of the 

new accountability system on its 2011 Interim Workplan. 

 

Background 

 

At its June 2011 meeting, the LESC heard a presentation from the Secretary-designate of Public 

Education regarding progress in developing the A-F schools rating system.  She reported that: 
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 she had met four times with the Superintendents Advisory Council to hear their input, 

and that further meetings are scheduled; 

 PED intends to release a proposed rule, and hold at least two public hearings on it, in 

summer 2011; and 

 the department’s goal is to publish a final rule in early fall 2011, and then release baseline 

data for all schools based on school year 2010-2011 information. 

 

The Secretary-designate said that the following metrics have been identified for the new A-F 

rating system: 

 

 for elementary and middle schools, student proficiency status and growth from year to 

year; 

 for high schools: 

 

 student proficiency status and progress; and  

 additional indicators that may include: 

 

 graduation rates;  

 graduation rate growth from year to year;  

 growth in enrollments in Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate 

courses, and dual credit courses; and  

 ACT and SAT scores. 

 

At the June 2011 LESC meeting, representatives of the Superintendents Advisory Council 

outlined the issues with the proposed rating system that they said remained to be resolved: 

 

 concerns that the proposed timeline for development and implementation of the system is 

too short; 

 a preference on the part of superintendents to use short-cycle assessments to measure 

growth in student achievement; 

 questions as to how and when additional resources would be provided for students in the 

lowest quartile; 

 a possible conflict between language in the legislation charging PED to ensure that local 

school boards of schools rated D or F prioritize their resources for school improvement, 

and language in the Public School Finance Act delegating that responsibility to local 

boards; 

 concern about how student achievement growth will be measured at the high school level, 

where standards-based assessments are only administered in 11
th

 grade; 

 a question whether high school ratings would be based on four-year or five-year cohort 

graduation rates; 

 a question whether, and how, student attendance would be a factor in ratings; and 

 a concern whether the cohort sizes in small schools would create problems similar to 

those that have arisen in the AYP system. 
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