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Scope of the Presentation 

❏ What is different about the new assessments?
● When will spring 2022 results be available?
● Are results comparable to 2019 students performance?

❏ How were assessments handled during the pandemic?
❏ What level of assessment information do schools receive?
❏ How will the PED use assessment data to inform programs?
❏ What is meant by “culturally responsive assessments”?
❏ What promising practices will continue as a results of the pandemic?
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Vision for a Balanced Assessment System
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Achievement Accountability
Assessment for Learning Assessment of Learning



Summative Assessments
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Purpose of Summative State Assessment

Summative state assessments are 
designed to support policy makers, 
district, state-level decisions, and inform:

● overall proficiency toward grade 
level standards;

● the identification and monitoring of 
educational performance; and

● accountability system as required by 
Title I, ESSA.
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Unexpected Events and Opportunities 
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January 2019
Executive Order to 
Move Away from 

PARCC

Spring 2019
“TAMELA”

(PARCC Transition 
Assessment)

Spring 2020
USED Assessment 

Waiver 

Spring 2021
USED Accountability 

Waiver

Spring 2022
Resume Normal 
Administration    

January 2019
State Assessment 

Taskforce

Spring 2019
Procured MSSA, iMSSA, 

and SAT, Assessment 
Literacy 

Spring 2020
Focus Use of Cognia 

Formative Resources, 
Interim Assessments, 

and Assessment Literacy 

Spring 2021
Focus Use of Formative 

Resources, Interim 
Assessments, and 

Assessment Literacy

Spring 2022
Formative Resources, 

Required Interim 
Assessments, and 

Assessment Literacy

Title I ESSA Assessment Policy Timeline 

New Resources and Opportunity Timeline

1. Martinez & Yazzie v. State of 
New Mexico, 2018

and
2. Meet Accountability 
Requirements for Schools, Parents 
& Students

P A N D E M I C



New Mexico’s ESSA (Title 1) Summative Assessments*
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Measures of Student Success 
and Achievement (MSSA)

Math 3-8 Math 3-8, and 11

Science 5, 8, and 11ELA 3-8

Science 5, 8, 11

ELA 3-8, and 11

Dynamic Learning Maps 
(DLM)

Assessment of Science 
Readiness (ASR)

SAT School Day

Math 11

Reading 11

ACCESS for ELLs

ELP K-12

Alternate ACCESS for ELLs

ELP* 1-12

Only Those w/the Most 
Significant Cognitive Disabilities, 

Including ELs 

General Education, Including ELs 
and Students w/Disabilities

Only ELs in General Education, 
Including Students w/Disabilities

ELP = English Language Proficiency 

Only ELs w/the Most Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities*



Spring 2022 Assessments Results in New Baselines
Why we can’t compare 2022 math, ELA, and science* proficiency to pre-pandemic proficiency. 

ESSA Requirements 2019  Task Force Recommendations Met

Measure of 
Math and ELA 
Proficiency

Aligned to 
State 
Standards 

Fewer 
Grades 
Tested

Reduced 
Testing Times

Item Types That 
Decrease Testing 
Time and Allow 
Faster Results

New Mexico 
Educators 

Stakeholder 
Defined 
Achievement 
Levels

Assessments 
Now

MSSA (3-8) CCSS Six Grades 4-5 Hours
Untimed Tests

Mostly Multiple 
Choice with 

Limited Open-
ended Questions

New Mexico 
Educators 

Four

SAT (11) CCSS One Grade; 
CCR    

3.25 Hours 
Timed Test

Assessments
Pre-pandemic

PARCC/TAMELA 
(3-11)

Alg I, Alg II, Geo
Math I, II & III
ELA I, II, & III

CCSS Nine Grades
8-11 Hours 

Timed Test per 
Grade

Extensive Use of 
Complex Open-
response Tasks

Educators Across 
Multiple States 

Five

*Science: New standards resulted in new tests and assessed grade levels now 5, 8, and 11
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Standards Setting for Math, ELA, and Science Assessments 

• Standard Setting is a formal process where New Mexico educators determine the 
knowledge, skills, and abilities student must demonstrate at each of the four 
performance levels of the state assessments. 

• Eighty-nine educators from 41 districts participated in this process for MSSA, ASR, and 
SAT over the past two weeks.

• Interim MSSA (iMSSA) and Spanish Language Arts standards validation is scheduled in 
early August. 
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Watching, Listening, and Staying the Course

■ Our state context

■ Our educators

■ Our commitments
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Within-year Assessments
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Purpose of Local Formative and Interim Assessments 
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Within-year Assessment Resources Available to LEAs

Grade K-2 
Progress Monitoring 
Tools for Early 
Literacy and 
Numeracy

Grades 3-8 
Math, ELA, and 
Science Formative 
Exemplars and 
Interim Assessment

Grades 9-12
Math, ELA, and 
Science

Alternate SWD 
Populations (3-12)
Math, ELA, and 
Science 

• K-3 ELA and SLA 

• K-2 math

• K-2 early literacy 
monthly progress 
monitoring required 
statewide

• 3-8  Formative Item 
Sets math, ELA, and 
science

• 3-8 Interim 
Assessments; 45 LEAs

• NAEP Item sets

• Khan Academy 

• 3,500 Teacher Item Bank 
(PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)

• AP Released Items 

• Instructionally 
Embedded Formative 
Assessments for students 
with significant cognitive 
disabilities
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Early Literacy Across Years (K-2)

P A N D E M I C
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How Large Is the “Pandemic Gap” in K-2 Early Literacy?
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How Are K-2 Students Progressing Relative to Performance Expectations?

KINDER EOY
(K)

GRADE 1 EOY
(G1)

GRADE 2 EOY
(G2)

Mean 199 213 230

Proficiency 210 229 242

Our Statewide Early Literacy Initiatives Are 
Encouraging!

● The 11-point scale score gap in 
kindergarten represents about five 
months behind in growth.
○ consider the the lack of access to 

Pre-K programs during the 
pandemic

● First grade is about three months behind 
in growth relative to pre-pandemic 
students.

● Second grade is about 3.5 months behind 
in growth relative to pre-pandemic 
students.
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Level of Interim Data Available to LEAs and the PED 
________ Elementary School: Grade 4 Mathematics Item Analysis (downloaded from Cognia Platform iMSSA EOY Report)

Reporting Category
School 
Mean 
Score

District 
Mean 
Score

State 
Mean 
Score

Item Description

Geometry, Modeling, Geometry, Modeling 0.80 0.73 0.71 Identify a polygon with a given number of lines of symmetry.

Geometry, Structure and Repeated Reasoning 0.32 0.42 0.44 Identify a type of polygon based on its side and angle properties.

Geometry, Structure and Repeated Reasoning 0.37 0.37 0.41 Identify a pair of perpendicular lines.

Geometry, Structure and Repeated Reasoning 0.44 0.51 0.50 Identify a polygon that does not have any lines of symmetry.
Geometry, Structure and Repeated Reasoning 0.73 0.76 0.74 Identify the name of a shape that is shown.
Modeling, Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Modeling 0.66 0.4 0.39 Solve a problem involving weights of objects on a balance scale.
Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Problem Solving 0.54 0.51 0.52 Identify a multiplication equation that can be used to check to solution to a division 

equation.
Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Reasoning and 
Argument

0.76 0.56 0.57 Identify the multiplication equation with an unknown factor that represents a 
verbal statement of multiplicative comparison.

Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Reasoning and 
Argument

0.80 0.69 0.66 Solve a two-step word problem using multiplication and subtraction of whole 
numbers.

Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Structure and 
Repeated Reasoning

0.15 0.26 0.24 Select two numbers that are composite numbers.

Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Structure and 
Repeated Reasoning

0.29 0.42 0.35 Identify all the factors of a composite number.

Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Structure and 
Repeated Reasoning

0.37 0.41 0.40 Given the first four shapes in a growing shape pattern, identify the fifth shape in the 
pattern.

Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Structure and 
Repeated Reasoning

0.51 0.45 0.45 Given a starting number and a rule, identify the first five numbers in a pattern.
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PED Program Initiatives Planned for SY 2022-23  

Mathematics
School team professional learning series:

• Math Foundations (Grades 4–5)
• Early numeracy with focus on Base Ten 

and Operations and Algebraic Thinking
• Focus on Algebra (Grades 6–9)

• Algebraic content development with 
focus on Ratios Proportions and 
Expressions/Equations

• Fostering Positive Math Identities 
(Grades 6–12)

Language Arts 
Provide monthly community of practice 
sessions focused on: 

• Analyzing Benchmark Data to Drive 
Instruction within the MLSS Structure 
(K-12)                                                                      

• How to Schedule and Provide Quality 
Reading Intervention to Secondary 
Students (Grades 6-12)

• Equity Based Instruction (Grades K-12)
• Structured Literacy implementation 

strategies (K-12)
18



2019-20 Assessment Administration

Initial pandemic disruption in March
19



Spring 2020 Summative Testing Interrupted in March
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Assessment % Administered Test Counts Comments

ACCESS for ELLs 100% 51,778 1,803 exited (3.48%)

ASR Field Test* 70% 44,262

Pandemic Interrupted 
Testing WindowMSSA* 7% 10,251

SAT* 0% 0

DLM* 0% 0

*New assessments, initial year



Supporting Schools Through the End of the Year
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2020-21 Assessment Administration

Gauging student achievement during a pandemic 
utilizing interim assessments
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Learning Conditions in Fall 2020
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❏ FALL OF SCHOOL YEAR
Grades 3-5 

○ 8% at school 
○ 33% at school and at 

home (hybrid)
○ 59% fully remote

Middle and High School 
○ 3% at school
○ 13% at school and at 

home
○ 85% fully remote

❏ MID OF SCHOOL YEAR
All schools, hybrid allowance;
Over 25% remain fully remote

❏ IN-PERSON, APRIL 5
Some elected to remain remote

TODAYFALL 2020



Leveraging Within-year Assessment Tools 
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Reentry Guidance: Acceleration & Assessments

25

❑ Early Grades / Foundational Skills: Not a Guessing Game
✔ Administer diagnostic assessment to identify missed learning.
✔ Screening to identify students at risk.
✔ Progress monitor to determine if student are on track.

❑ ALL GRADES / Design Classroom Formative Assessments
Make strategic instructional choices on what content or skills to 
prioritize. 

❑ Leverage Local/State Interim Assessment and Progress Monitoring 
Tools

❑ Empower districts to identify their local instructional priorities and 
local assets. 

❑ Ensure assessments are not used as “gatekeepers” for specific 
subgroups or to withhold grade level content. 



Scope of the Problem Across the Country

• Reports (Renaissance Learning and NWEA) provide results from 
the few empirical studies on the pandemic learning effect

• “On average”

• Reading performance dropped 

• Math performance dropped dramatically

26

• Significant losses in both reading and math for 
students of color and economically-
disadvantaged students

• Estimates suggest one to three MONTHS of 
additional instruction needed

NWEA: Comparing students performance 
from Fall 2020 to Fall 2019

Learning during COVID-19: Initial findings on students’ reading 
and math achievement and growth - NWEA

https://www.renaissance.com/2020/11/23/news-5-3-million-star-assessments-show-true-impact-covid-slide/
https://www.nwea.org/research/publication/fall-2019-to-fall-2020-map-growth-attrition-analysis/
https://www.nwea.org/research/publication/learning-during-covid-19-initial-findings-on-students-reading-and-math-achievement-and-growth/


States Provided Testing Flexibility in Spring 2021
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Spring 2020
USED Assessment and 
Accountability Waivers for States

Spring 2021 
USED Released Accountability 
Waivers for All States; Safety 
Considerations Acknowledged

Pandemic Year 1: Early Cancellation 
of ESSA Testing 

Pandemic Year 2: Limited ESSA Testing Spring 2022 : ESSA Testing Resumes

Spring 2022 



Summative Assessment Participation: Spring 2021

• Participation in the statewide summative 
assessment declined significantly in 2021 
compared to 2019.

• Approximately 1 out of every 10 third through 
eighth graders took the summative assessment 
in 2021.
In regular years, at least 95 percent of all students take 
the summative assessment.

• Because of the severely depressed 
participation rates, caution must be taken 
when drawing conclusions from the data.

28
Source: PED
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Valid interpretations of test scores is challenging
in the best of conditions. 

For the limited spring 2021 assessment results, these 
additional factors must be considered:

• Content of instruction (reduced standards)
• Instructional mode (remote/in-person)
• Length of instruction (time on task)
• Contexts and conditions of test administration
• Test participation rates, especially by subgroup
• Social and emotional well-being
• Opportunity-to-Learn  (OTL)

Threats to Valid Interpretation of Spring 2021 State Results



30

New Mexico Interim Assessment Study 2020-21 

Provider Interim Assessment Number of 
LEAs

Curriculum 
Associates 

iReady 7

NWEA MAPS 9

Renaissance STAR 2

The PED conducted a small-scale study of  
4,819 students across 18 LEAs to determine 
how students were faring during the 
pandemic.

● This study is not representative of the 
entire state.

● Results mirrored national studies.



2021 New Mexico Interim Data Study
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• In math, the percentage of proficient 
students in participating schools declined 
by 8.41% from 2019 to 2021.

• In reading, the percentage of proficient 
students in participating schools declined 
by 2.96% from 2019 to 2021.

Center for Assessment, New Mexico Interim Data Study, September 2021



2021-22 Assessment Administration

Resuming normalcy 
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Spring 2022 Participation Estimates

● 90-99% Test Participation
○ Truancy and Absenteeism 

challenges

● Just under half of DTCs had been 
in on the job for two years or less

● 737 total irregularities reported 
across programs
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Spring 2022 Summative Assessment Reporting Timeline

Title I Assessment Preliminary Online Student 
Reports Available* Paper Reports Shipped to LEAs

ACCESS/Alt-ACCESS 8/1 8/11
DLM 6/17 Online Only

NM-ASR
New Mexico educators will be brought together in July to
determine proficiency levels. Results will be made available
online in late August or early September, and student reports
will be shipped to schools shortly after. The PED is working
closely with Cognia (assessment vendor) to produce reports as
quickly as possible.

NM-MSSA

Spanish SBA 8/15 8/31
SAT School Day 6/6 Online Only

*PED Embargoed Data Memo, June 2, 2022
34

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001LGu6sw3tX5LZbBAFHbI4Lv6V4QGMzgvPikgWzjfMHeop9s3XS2VM9KYKCT1mk55gMbutBKXcvj0LMtfl4NOtBnL0UmR1FXMH3NmxGcg_znx1-Ku13eGcJt3uJXbb-cP7tEqH-F7yEDrd5AZv04oP6VjHlRmlcZ1gAYSBn5mY9lS6pvOP2MQi4yCIS__gsVT2BTkdT_qD34mfsouI2YnyZcS-3oxqP5_lIkE0k5yooRM9A0Gj4rzrmBQDGK2p8gl25vUr4CvehWVBY7IezUFQKZHRDZrg8VV58zSNNk5WQpd7Ggp-Iq-svUTBNmPEz0WgZouPuvpqjO9GMsPyiDek_bwRdNOo0tgHzZDXaQ0H58Y%3D%26c%3D0kFUpCe_KwpfnI1ZfNBgY2tDjKs2I2L8zX21Ig_CAsMAUREzKlvAGg%3D%3D%26ch%3D9k7K0yH00BIv3abXxg22zE8HCfhy7NfndFkOB3His8ch5UfBaczbXw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Clynn.vasquez%40state.nm.us%7Ce6eb64292f144650fc0208da44d6b5da%7C04aa6bf4d436426fbfa404b7a70e60ff%7C0%7C0%7C637897986210833275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OcLXB9bweUQ3LEwNa2bKRTvd9t5wqZq%2B%2BocNeE6DaUQ%3D&reserved=0


Designing Culturally Responsive 
Assessments 
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The Why: Funds of Knowledge
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The Why: Funds of Knowledge
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In the early 1860’s Alexander II issued the 
Emancipation Edict.  This order freed millions 
of serfs.  The Czar had the authority to enforce 
this order.  Emancipation alone did not give the 
former serfs a new life.  Decades of economic 
hardship and unequal right continued.  
Alexander’s plan was supported by many.



Engaging Communities: Culturally Responsive Assessments

Working in conjunction with Western New Mexico University 
(WNMU), the PED’s vendor (Cognia), is conducting a research 
study that:

○ explores new methods for partnering with community 
stakeholders to develop assessment items that are 
reflective of students’ cultures and lived experiences. 

○ aims to modify existing Grade 6 math interim 
assessment content to reflect students’ lived 
experiences and the contexts of their daily lives and 
culture.
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Engaging Communities: Culturally Responsive Assessment

The following example demonstrates the results expected from these engagements: 
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Self-paced Assessment Training

● The PED offers several 
assessment-related courses 
through the Canvas Learning 
Management System.

● The PED will be developing 
an educator micro-credential 
for assessment literacy to be 
launched in the 2023-24 
school year.
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Culturally Responsive Assessments: Capstones

The PED Strategic Plan, Pillar II: Whole Child
II-F-1. Develop a robust assessment system 
that provides students and educators rich and 
meaningful feedback on learning and that 
aligns with culturally relevant graduate 
profiles.
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Assessment Related Practices That 
Should Continue Beyond the Pandemic
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Expand the role of families and 
communities in learning and 
assessment

Maintain “acceleration” as a focus 
within Multi-Layered Systems of 
Supports (MLSS)

Practices to Continue Beyond the Pandemic 

Leverage the power of 
statewide interim 
assessments and partnerships

Continue an internal agency 
infrastructure to intentionally 
use assessment data to inform 
program and policy decisions

Investigate the feasibility of 
remote testing options for 
summative assessments

Ensure assessments are 
not barriers to access and 
opportunity 
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Thank you & Questions
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