
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 24, 2011 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Legislative Education Study Committee 
 
FR: Pamela Herman, J.D. 
 
RE: UPDATES:  PUBLIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (PED):  A-B-C-D-F 

SCHOOLS RATING SYSTEM 
 

 
In 2011, the Legislature passed, and the Governor signed, SB 427a, A-B-C-D-F Schools Rating 
System (Laws of 2011, Chapter 10; see Attachment).  The legislation creates a new state public 
school accountability system that will operate in parallel with the existing school and school 
district accountability system based on Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), which was established 
in state law and in accordance with the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA, 
also known as the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001). 
 
The legislation requires that, commencing with school year 2011-2012, all public schools be 
graded annually by the Public Education Department (PED).  The department shall assign a letter 
grade of A, B, C, D, or F to each public school pursuant to criteria established by department 
rules, after input from the Secretary’s Superintendents’ Council.  The Legislative Education 
Study Committee (LESC) has scheduled regular updates on the design and implementation of the 
new accountability system on its 2011 Interim Workplan. 
 
Background 
 
At its July 2011 meeting, the LESC heard a presentation from Ms. Hanna Skandera, Secretary-
designate of Public Education, regarding progress in developing the A-F schools rating system.  
She reported that she had met with the Superintendents Advisory Council and the PED Director 
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of Assessment and Accountability, Dr. Peter Goldschmidt, and that although the issue of 
measuring academic growth for purposes of high school ratings had not been discussed, 
otherwise new system planning was making good progress. 
 
Among her other remarks, Ms. Skandera reported that PED: 
 

 intended to use the four-year, rather than the five-year, cohort graduation rate as a 
measure for high school accountability; 

 did not at this time plan to include participation of extra- and co-curricular activities in 
high school ratings, but was still considering what possible “additional factors” should be 
included; 

 intended to release a proposed rule in late summer, and hold at least two public hearings 
on it, probably in fall 2011; and 

 had set a goal to publish a final rule in fall 2011, and release baseline data for all schools 
based on school year 2010-2011 information. 

 
The Secretary-designate also testified that PED intended to apply to the US Department of 
Education (USDE) for a waiver to use the New Mexico A-F schools grading system instead of 
the current AYP system, under proposed USDE flexibility to states that have an alternative 
accountability system. 
 
In related testimony, a representative of the New Mexico Association of School Administrators 
concurred that the meeting of the Superintendents Advisory Council with the Secretary-designate 
had been worthwhile. 
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