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Why Redefine Education in 
Jemez?

• Tribal Priority:
Vision 2010 

Comprehensive Plan
Vision 2020

• Goals:
Build Capacity

Take Ownership
Redefine Education
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Schools
State 
Agencies

Institutions of
Higher Learning

Tribal
Programs

Federal 
Programs

Department 
of Education

Coordinate to symbiotically maximize 
the efficiency of the education system.
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 Increasing Access to Native American Language
programs
◦ PED’s partnerships with tribes to increase tribal

involvement and control over schools and the education
of students located in tribal communities

◦ maintenance of Jemez Language while supporting and
promoting equitable/culturally relevant learning
environments, educational opportunities, and culturally
relevant instructional materials.

 College, Career, and Life Readiness Outreach
◦ Provides for the study, development & implementation

of educational systems that positively affect the
educational success of American Indian Students

◦ Key Stakeholders work together to find ways to improve
educational opportunities for all Amer. Indian students.
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“Why We’re Behind”
• FOREWARD

“While American students are 
spending endless hours preparing 
to take tests of their basic reading 
and math skills, their peers in high-
performing nations are reading 
poetry and novels, conducting 
experiments in chemistry and 
physics, making music, and 
studying important historical 
issues.  We are the only leading 
industrialized nation that 
considers the mastery of basic 
skills to be the goal of K-12 
Education”  

www.oecd.org 5



Becoming Jemez:  Early Childhood Development of Jemez Children

“Research sought to understand the means 

by which children are socialized in a 

Towa speaking context”

Ultimately, information being used to develop: 
 a researched and culturally-based curriculum

 age appropriate curriculum for Jemez Head Start program

 and support rich linguistic and cognitive resources of Jemez Children
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SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

•Relationship with Adults

•Relationships with other Children

•Emotional functioning

•Sense of Identity & belonging

APPROACHES TO 
LEARNING

•Emotional & Behavioral  Self-
Regulation

•Cognitive Self-Regulation

•Initiative and Curiosity

•Creativity

LANGUAGE & 
COMMUNICATION

 Attending and Understanding

 Communicating & Speaking

 Vocabulary

PRE-LITERACY  Print & Alphabet 
Knowledge   Comprehension & 

Text Structure   

MATHEMATICS 
DEVELOPMENT

 Counting & Cardinality

 Operation & Algebraic
thinking

 Measurement
 Geometry & Spatial Sense

SCIENTIFIC REASONING
 Scientific Inquiry

Reasoning & Problem
Solving

PERCEPTUAL, MOTOR & 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

•Gross Motor Skills

•Fine Motor Skills

•Health, Safety, and Nutrition

I AM HEMISH, I SPEAK HEMISH 

Early Learning Outcomes Framework

Jemez 

Language 

& Culture
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Fluency for children pertains to the ability to speak easily and smoothly;  or the

ability to hold an age-appropriate conversation.   Fluency is also determined by 
your community.  Current language assessments did not allow for children to 
demonstrate fluency as defined.  Staff continue to work toward developing and 
correctly implementing authentic language assessments of young children 
taking into consideration the child’s mood and cooperation.    

Fluency levels of 
children

September 
2014

September 
2015

September 
2016

September
2017

September
2018

Fluent Jemez 
Speakers 45% 44% 45% 15% 22%

Understands 
Jemez, prefers to 
speak English

26% 42% 20% 43% 55%

Speaks & 
Understands only 
English

30% 28% 36% 26% 23%
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 Local Defined Evaluations

◦ Program Site

◦ School based

◦ Tribal Education
Coordination

◦ Developed in Non-written
language

◦ To be given along with State
Mandated Assessments
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General Student 

Profiles

These students...

Speak mostly English; Cannot hold a 

conversation in Towa

These students...

Likely understand more Towa than they 

can speak; Are more comfortable 

communicating in English; Can hold a 

simple exchange in Towa, namely a 

question/answer exchange.

These students...

Can hold a back and forth conversation in 

Towa; May incorporate some English but 

are comfortable with conversing 

predominately in Towa.

These students...

Can hold a conversation in 

Towa which includes initiating 

questions, incorporating 

humor, and spontaneous and 

original thoughts, can speak 

comfortably on a variety of 

topics; Do not need English to 

hold a natural conversation.

1.

Pronunciation and

Inflection

a. Appropriately pronounce

her/his name and a few

words in Towa language.

a. Produce the appropriate 

inflection(s) when saying her/his 

name and/or with a few words in 

Towa language.

a. Appropriately prnounce frequently

used words/phrases in Towa.

b. Produce the appropriate 

inflection(s) with frequently used 

words/phrases in Towa.

a. Appropriately pronounce full 

sentences in Towa.

b. Produce the appropriate 

inflection(s) when speaking in full 

sentences in Towa.

a. Appropriately

pronounce

communication in 

Towa.

b. Produce the 

appropriate 

inflection(s) when 

having a back and 

forth conversation

speaking in Towa.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1

2
Descriptors

Pronounce words as a beginning Towa

speaker.

Descriptors

Demonstrate progress towards 

pronunciation of words and phrases.

Descriptors

Demonstrate progress towards 

pronunciation of words, phrases, and 

sentences.

Descriptors

Maintain entire conversation

using correct pronunciation 

and inflection in Towa.

Jemez (Towa) Language Rubric   

1. Pronunciation and Inflection
2. Contextual Vocabulary
3. Receptive Language/Comprehension
4. Fluency/Spontaneity
5. Word/ Sentence Structure Organization
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Opportunities for 
Experiential Learning

Project India

The Junior Class
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Collaborative Partnerships with 
Institutions of Higher Learning
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The Education Collaborative
~A creative approach to addressing the educational & training 

needs of all our students, educators, & administrators ~
• Bringing together schools, tribes, education institutions,

organizations, communities & tribal leadership
• Coordinated Efforts

• Annual Retreats
• Joint Professional Development Days
• Language Immersion Teacher Licensure & Certification Pilot
• Tribal & Governing Board Retreats
• E-Rate Consortium

• Coordinated Funding Streams
• NM PED IED Aspen Institute - Opportunity Youth
• WK Kellogg Foundation NM Div. of Voc Rehab (DVR) 
• Better Way Foundation National Institutes of Health
• Indian Education Formula Grant LANL Foundation
•
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Transforming Young People

• Thinking Outside the Box

• Creating School Choice

• Exposure & Investment

• Tribal Government and
Program Coordination

• Leadership Development

• Community Based Models

• Defining Partnerships

• Taking Healthy Risks

• Defining Connections and
Contributions

• A Supportive Environment
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Tribal & Community Partnerships 
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Jemez Educational Model

• Educational Vision
Jemez Education Standards

International Standards

• Opportunities & Options:
Seamless P-20 System

Tribally Defined Research
Strong Partnerships

Education Collaborative17



“Schools can have only a limited role in keeping 
indigenous languages alive. 

The intergenerational transmission of language in the home 
from parents to young children is the key to keeping 

indigenous languages alive; 

however, schools can play either a positive or negative role in 
supporting the efforts of parents and communities.” 

From the Book, “Revitalizing Indigenous Languages”
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 Indian Education Act Funds
◦ Recurring Multi-year Awards
◦ Increase Appropriation & Invest Remaining Funds

 Create Office of Indian Education
◦ An A political entity

 Diversify Funding Streams
◦ State/Tribal Compacts- Revenue Sharing
 Commit percentage to Indian Education efforts

 Title VII Impact Aid Formula Grant
◦ Unequalize & support Direct Funding to Tribes
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