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Dropout Prevention and Recovery 

 

Defining High School Dropout 
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Graduation and Dropout Rates 
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Costs of High School Dropout 
 
 

 

Strategies to Address High School Dropouts 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation

Minimal 

Evidence

Moderate 

Evidence

Strong 

Evidence

1. Monitor the progress of all students, and proactively intervene when students 

show early signs of attendance, behavior, or academic problems.

2. Provide intensive, individualized support to students who have fallen off track 

and face significant challenges to success.

3. Engage students by offering curricula and programs that connect schoolwork 

with college and career success and that improve students’ capacity to manage 

challenges in and out of school.

4. For schools with many at-risk students, create small, personalized communities 

to facilitate monitoring and support.

Source: Institute for Education Sciences

Levels of Evidence

Recommendations and Corresponding Levels of Evidence

IES Practice Guide Summary: Preventing Dropout in Secondary Schools

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_dp_summary_101717.pdf

