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• Elementary–High School educational assessment 
• Postsecondary Education awareness, engagement, placement,  

and enrollment assessment 
• Workforce Development assessments and solutions 
 
ACT is the nation’s leader in college and career readiness, providing 
research-based solutions grounded in more than 50 years of experience. 
 

ACT Mission: Helping people achieve education  
and workplace success 
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ACT’s Partnership in New Mexico 
 
Since 1962, New Mexico has been a partner 
• New Mexico ACT State Council and Organization (16 members) 
 



ACT Benchmarks and Standards— 

Data Driven 
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• ACT National Curriculum Survey® drives the test content  

• ACT College Readiness Benchmarks—scores associated with 
postsecondary success in credit-bearing courses 

• ACT College and Career Readiness Standards—empirically 
based on an analysis of the skills and knowledge students need to 
respond successfully to an assessment question 
 

ACT Benchmarks and Standards—Data Driven 
 



6 

Driving test content 
• Determines what skills and 

knowledge postsecondary  
institutions expect 

• Measures college-ready skills 
• Collects information from 

diverse education audiences 
across the nation 

• Provides consultation with 
content area experts 

ACT National Curriculum Survey 
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• Based on ACT analysis of actual student performance in college 
• The minimum ACT test scores required for students to have a high 

probability of success in corresponding first-year credit-bearing  
college courses 
– 50% chance of earning a B or better  
– 75% chance or better of earning a C or better 

 

 

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks 
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• Direct link between what students 
have learned and what they are 
ready to learn next  

• Help interpret what the scores 
earned on the ACT mean 

• Identify the knowledge and skills 
students are likely to demonstrate 
at various score levels on each 
academic test 

• Linked to college instruction 

ACT College and Career Readiness Standards 
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ACT College and Career Readiness Standards 
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ACT College and Career Readiness Standards— 
Ideas for Progress 
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How prepared are students? 
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Additional highlights of the 2016 New Mexico Graduating Class: 
 
• New Mexico Hispanic/Latino graduates outperformed their national counterparts by 

0.1 in their ACT Composite average of 18.8 vs 18.7 nationally. 
• New Mexico White students outperformed their national counterparts by 0.4 in 

their ACT Composite average of 22.6 vs 22.2 nationally.  
• 10,153 students reported taking four years of English and had an average ACT score 

of 18.8 
• 8,625 students reported taking at least four years of social science and had an 

average ACT reading score of 21.0. 
• In New Mexico, there were 11,116 fee waivers issued and 8,679 of those were used. 

ACT provides two fee waivers to students who qualify for free and reduced lunch. 
• The top five planned educational majors reported by the 2016 New Mexico 

graduating class were: Health Sciences and Technologies, Engineering, Social 
Sciences and Law, Business and Arts: Visual and Performing 

• 9,006 New Mexico students aspire to earn an associates, bachelor’s and/or graduate 
degree.       
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Career Readiness Indicator 
 
 
 
 
Table 3.4 – New Mexico ACT Profile Report 
 
. 
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ACT will begin providing supports on the ACT® test to U.S. students who are English 
learners starting in the fall of 2017.  The goal of the supports is to help ensure that 
the ACT scores earned by English learners accurately reflect what they have learned 
in school. 
The supports will begin next fall, in the 2017-2018 school year, and will be limited to 
students in a local school district’s English learners (EL) program who meet the 
current definitions of an English learner under the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA). Students must apply for the English learner supports through their high 
school counselors’ office. 
 
The supports for qualified English learners will include the following: 
Additional time on the test (not to exceed time-and-a-half) 
Use of an approved word-to-word bilingual glossary (containing no word 
definitions)  
Test instructions provided in the student’s native language (including Spanish and a 
limited number of other languages initially) 
Testing in a non-distracting environment (i.e., in a separate room) 

Support for English Learners 



A New Way to Prepare 
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Taking PreACT is one of  
the first actionable steps  
a student will take to 
practice for The ACT test. 
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 10th grade multiple-choice paper 
assessment 

 Districts and schools   
 Provides actionable insights for 

students, parents, and educators 
 Shorter in length than the ACT  
 Flexible test administration dates 
 Rapid reporting means earlier and 

more effective intervention and 
planning 

PreACT Overview 
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 PreACT scores and predicted ACT 
score ranges for composite and 
subject test on ACT 1–36 scale 

 PreACT reporting category scores 
 Student’s college and career 

planning results, including their 
results on Interest-Career Fit 
 

 STEM and text complexity scores 
 

 Student level item response and 
improvement skills 

PreACT Overview—Reporting 



25 

 Early practice for taking the ACT test  
 Provides PreACT score and predicted ACT score ranges  

on the ACT 1–36 scale 
 Students may opt to share their information with colleges  

and scholarship agencies  
 Results of the ACT Interest  

Inventory provides students  
a personalized view of interests  
with college and career alignment 
 

 

PreACT Key Benefits for Students 
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 Flexible administration (Sept 1–June1) 
 Provides a snapshot of how students 

are performing across academic 
standards 

 Reporting categories provide insights  
to inform classroom and educator 
intervention 

 Enables counselors to have college  
and career planning conversations  

 Quick access to individual student  
data and patterns of performance  

 
 

PreACT Key Benefits for Educators 



ACT Test Prep Options 
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• The best preparation for success on the ACT is for students to work 
hard and take challenging courses. 

• ACT offers free and affordable prep products and services to 
support students, parents and educators.  

 

ACT Test Prep Products and Services 
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FREE Resources: 
• Preparing for the ACT Test  

– 1 full length practice test including writing 
– Also available in Spanish online 

• Practice Questions online and Question of the Day 
• Tips for Taking the ACT 
• Alternate Format Practice Tests  

– (DVD, Braille, Large Type) 

Free Test Prep Resources 
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Free to Fee Waiver Students 

New partnership between ACT and Kaplan Prep to provide online,  
live instructional classes aimed at preparation for the ACT and 
improvement of academic skills focused on college readiness 
• Premium ACT preparation product 

– Includes full access to all aspects of ACT Online Prep® 

• Live instructor-lead, interactive classes 
– English, Math, Reading, Science, and noncognitive 
– Live streaming video with in-session chat and polling 

• Flexible scheduling 
– Multiple nights and levels of classes 
– Available on any computer/mobile device 
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      Questions 
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Thank You! 

Sue Wheeler  
sue.wheeler@act.org 
847 736 1992 

mailto:sue.wheeler@act.org
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