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• The State Forestry Division works on preventive treatment and emergency management 
to keep forests healthy and safe. The program is responsible for wildfire suppression on 
43 million acres of non-municipal, non-federal, and non-tribal lands and collaborates 
with the public and partnering organizations to prevent wildfires from starting. 
Mitigation efforts implemented by the State Forestry Division, such as technical 
management advice for private landowners and wildland fire preparedness planning for 
communities, are critical to protecting vulnerable regions from natural hazards.  

• To address the poor health of New Mexico's ecosystems caused by invasive species, 
noxious weeds, and drought, which increases susceptibility to wildfire and insect 
infestation, the Forestry Division has a Forest and Watershed Health Plan. The plan 
provides a framework for meeting ecological, socio-cultural, and economic objectives 
through a landscape-scale approach, implemented by the division in coordination with 
other governmental agencies, private landowners and land managers, educational 
institutions, forest-related businesses, and other non-governmental community partners. 
2019 Legislation provided the program with a new annual revenue stream of $2 million 
for planning and implementation of projects to restore the state's forests and watersheds. 

• Every ten years, the division is required by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to 
produce a Forest Action Plan. The current plan, published in September 2020, provides 
a geospatial analysis of forest trends and conditions, as well as threats to forest lands, 
natural and cultural resources, life, and property. Based on the priorities and high-risk 
areas identified by this analysis, the plan proposed ten strategies for protecting forests 
and watersheds from natural and human-caused threats. Additionally, priority landscape 
maps were created to illustrate the wildfire risk levels and importance to water source 
protection and biodiversity of 500 of the state's watersheds. 

• The Forestry Division's six district offices work with fire departments and cooperating 
state and federal agencies on fire management and response. Fire suppression 
expenditures are funded by executive orders, averaging a total of $6.5 million per year, 
and cost-sharing agreements with partner agencies such as the U.S. Forest Service. 
LFC's FY22 budget recommendation suggested including funds for this purpose in the 
agency's operating budget to allow for better oversight of fire suppression expenditures 
and to ensure the agency's budget accurately reflects the cost of a core program. 










