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Public Records Act
Chapter 14, Article 3 NMSA 1978

• Created the Commission of Public Records

• Commission consists of 7 members:
Secretary of State ‐ GSD Secretary ‐ State Law Librarian ‐ Director of Museum of 
NM ‐ State Auditor ‐ Attorney General; and State Historian

• Duties and powers:
– Employ State Records Administrator
– Adopt and publish rules to carry out the purpose of the Public Records Act
– Request agencies designate a records liaison officer

“The Records Center in accordance with the regulations established by the 
administrator and Commission, shall be the facility for the receipt, storage or 
disposition of all inactive and infrequently used records of present and former 
state agencies...”



• Garrey Carruthers Building opened in 1998 and was designed for 20 years

• Owned by GSD and maintained by FMD

• Two records centers and 3 vaults

• SF Records Center storage capacity of  77,120 cubic feet (cf) - FULL

• SF Archives storage capacity of  27,667 cf - FULL

• Albuquerque facility (leased space) storing capacity of  36,140 cf – FULL

• One of  9 National Archives and Records Administration affiliates

State Records Center and Archives



• Architectural Research Consultants, Inc. (ARC) – 5-yr Capital Improvement 
Plan

• Feasibility study to determine facility needs, space requirements and projected 
growth for the SRCA

• The report included findings and recommendations. 
– increase training so only appropriate records are sent for storage;

– invest in an electronic records management systems;

– serve state agencies as a priority and local governments as space permits;

– improve storage efficiency within existing facilities by investing in additional high 
capacity storage shelving;

– consider creating additional records centers in other parts of  the state;

– maintain one central archive (expand the Santa Fe archives vault).

Capital Buildings Master Plan – FY 2010



Why is the amount of  paper records growing?
What about digital records?



Jim Reilly – Jeremy Linden

• Premier National and International Preservationist for 
Libraries and Archives; 

• Clients include the Library of  Congress, The National 
Archives, The National Library, the American Film 
Institute, The British Library



• While born‐digital records are increasing in quantity, the number of 
incoming analog (paper or other) records is still greater than at any time 
in the past. 

• Some of these records will be disposed of as part of their retention 
schedule, those deemed "permanent" will transfer to archival holdings 
to be held as permanent records. 

• Additionally, there are a number of permanent records that are not 
currently housed in adequate archival storage facilities; State Archives 
must have better physical control of these permanent records in 
centralized storage facilities, in order to be properly preserved, 
managed, and accessible to the citizens of New Mexico.

Why are the archives are growing?



• As of yet, born‐digital and digitized records still present long‐term 
problems in terms of preservation. 

• The current approach – multiple copies, migrated to new media over 
time – acknowledges the idea that digital media, on various platforms 
ranging from optical disks, hard drives, and floppy disks, is subject to 
random or sudden data loss over time.

• Over time digital records must be migrated to new formats and media 
(typically every 10 years) in order to remain accessible, requiring 
additional expense in terms of labor and hardware. 

This problem of technological obsolescence, combined with the quantity of 
"permanent" digital records – which can include databases, documents, 
emails, financial records, and other file types – is one for which there is no 
current simple solution.

Digital Preservation ‐ Challenges



Should the Records Center 
Charge for Storage?

• Each year an average of 10,000 boxes 
stored at the records center are 
destroyed on‐site. 

• During the same 12 months, an 
additional 10,000 to 12,000 boxes, 
that were not previously stored at 
the records center because of lack of 
space, are brought to the records 
center for destruction.

How many records are 
destroyed annually?

• 73% of states charge for storage 
services

• Cost at .35 cents per box for current 
records stored is $$52,331.00 per 
month and $627,975.00 per year

• Top ten agencies impacted:
• Corrections ‐ $64,825
• TRD ‐ $81,868
• HSD ‐ $60,168
• DoH ‐ $44,895
• PRC ‐ $42,691
• 2nd District Court ‐ $22,744
• CYFD ‐ $20,841
• Public Defender ‐ $12,525
• RLD ‐ $12,330
• State Engineer ‐ $7,285



Phase One
• Archives renovation and expansion will create an additional 81,000 cf

– 12,000 boxes currently stored in records center need to be transferred to archives
– 20 years x 3,450 boxes per year
– Additions: 18,520 sq ft
– Renovations: 20,000 to 22,642 sq ft

• Records Center expansion and renovation will create an additional 218,000 cf
– Includes 12,000 archives cf
– 20 years x 11,500 per year
– Additions: 15,300 sq ft
– Renovations: 14,825 sq ft

• Library move and renovation: 32,780 to 34,450 sq ft (plus program addendum #1 
request for 1,500‐2,000 sq ft)

• Total Construction Cost Estimate of Phase One: 
– Additions and Renovations = $20,064,708
– Cost of Shelving = $6,058,013
– Total = $26,122,721













QUESTIONS?


