Transfer Provisions of the New Mexico Children’s Code:

Youthful Offenders (YOs):
Discretionary Adult
Prosecution

A child who is defined as a YO is entitled to
an amenability hearing in which a judge
determines whether an adult sentence is

appropriate.

Serious Youthful Offenders
(SYOs): Automatic Adult
Prosecution

A child who is defined as a SYO is statutorily
excluded from the juvenile system and is
treated as an adult.

YO is a child 14 - 17 charged with
specific violent felonies.
NMSA § 31A-2-3

SYO is a child 15 -17 charged with
first-degree murder.
NMSA § 31A-2-3
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Serious Youthful

Offender (SYO)

Prosecution takes
place in adult court,
by an adult criminal

judge.

Law permits a child
defined as an SYO
to be confined in
adult jail while
awaiting trial; In
practice, this varies
by region.
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