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Military Weapons
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HK G3 (1958)
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After World War II
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Industry Marketing
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The First Assault Weapons Bans
1989: After a mass shooting 
at an elementary school 
involving a Chinese AK-47, 
California banned several 
assault weapons by name. 

Other states followed suit,
but manufacturers simply 
renamed their guns to 
continue selling them.
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Defining Military -S t y le  Fe a t u re s
July 1989: The ATF published a memo noting 
that, compared to “sporting” rifles, military-style 
rifles are generally 1) semi-automatic, 2) accept 
detachable magazines and 3) have other 
military-style features, including:

● folding or collapsible stocks

● pistol grips

● bayonet mounts

● flash suppressors
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The Federal Assault Weapons Ban
1994: Congress enacted the federal assault weapons ban, prohibiting:
● Certain firearms by name
● Semi-automatic rifles, shotguns, and pistols with military-style features
● Magazines that hold over 10 rounds of ammunition.
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What is gun trafficking? 

Gun trafficking is movement of firearms into the illegal market for a 
criminal purpose or possession.

Between 2023 and 2025, more than 1.22 million crime guns were recovered 
in the U.S. that originated from a sale at a licensed dealer. There is strong
evidence these guns were trafficked: 

○ 43% of these crime guns had a “time-to-crime” less than three years.
○ Between 2017 and 2021, 87% of crime guns were recovered NOT in 

the possession of the original purchaser.

● 96% of all crime guns originate from a purchase from an FFL
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● 88% of end-recipients of trafficked crime guns are prohibited from 
purchasing firearms legally

● Nearly 15% of ATF trafficking investigations involve at least one 
shooting

● Shootings are associated with 24% of trafficking cases involving 
straw purchasers and 16% of cases involving unlicensed dealers

● Violent Crime: 28% of trafficking investigations were linked to 
drug offenses, including drug trafficking,19% were linked to agg 
assaults, 11% were linked to homicides, and 9% were linked to 
attempted homicides

How Trafficking Fuels Violent Crime
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Top Trafficking Methods
St ol e n f i r e a r ms  a r e  
us e d i n  s hoot i ngs  
t wi c e  a s  qui c kl y

Unl i c e ns e d de a l i ng 
i nvol ve s  a n a ve r a ge  of  
20 t r a f f i c ke d c r i me  guns  
pe r  c a s e

St r a w pur c ha s i ng i nvol ve s  
a n a ve r a ge  of  11 
t r a f f i c ke d c r i me  guns  pe r  
c a s e

Straw 
purchasing

FFL Theft

Unlicensed 
dealing

17%

41%

40%



● NM has many crime guns and many gun crimes, for its population 
size. 
○ NM ranked 11th in the country for most crime guns recovered per 100,000 people. 
○ NM also has the 5th highest rate of firearm homicides and the 6th highest rate of 

injuries from firearm assaults. 

● Most of New Mexico’s crime guns come from FFLs operating in NM.
○ Between 2023 and 2025, 13,507 crime guns were recovered in the state. 78% of crime 

guns were sold by in-state FFLs.

● There’s a strong likelihood that many of the crime guns recovered 
in New Mexico were trafficked. 
○ 41% of crime guns had a Time-To-Crime of less than three years.
○ 89% were recovered in the possession of someone other than the purchaser

15

Trafficking in New Mexico



● An individual purchased 79 firearms, from a 
single gun store over a 3.5 year period.

○ Between Sept 2021 and March 2023: 54 
firearms, 17 of which were lower 
receivers, were purchased.

○ Between January 2024 and December 
2024 23 firearms were purchased, 
including 8 identical lower receivers and 
7 Glock pistols.

During at least a portion of this time, the 
trafficker was an employee of a licensed 

gun store.
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Trafficking Example
Unl i c e ns e d De a l i ng

Note: image generated by Gemini Workspace AI



● The trafficker was illegally manufacturing and 
selling firearms without a license…and in some 
instances was conducting these illegal sales from 
a licensed gun store:
○ January 23, 2024: th trafficker directs an ATF UC Agent 

to meet him at the licensed gun store to complete the 
purchase of an AK-style assault rifle he manufactured.  
The firearm does NOT contain required markings AND 
no required paperwork or background check is 
conducted.

○ February 13, 2024: the trafficker directs the ATF UC 
Agent to meet him at at the licensed gun store to 
complete the purchase of a Rifle Dynamics AK-style 
assault rifle.  The firearm does NOT contain required 
markings, and is sold “off-book”.
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Trafficking Example

Note: image generated by Gemini Workspace AI



By March 2025, 11 firearms were recovered in crimes:  

● Average TTC: 553 days (1.5 years)
○ 5 recovered with a TTC less than 1 year (61 and 67 days)

● 7 recovered in Albuquerque
● 7 assault rifles
● 2 unregistered NFA weapons

Crimes included drug trafficking, homicide, unlicensed dealing, 
firearm trafficking to Mexico.
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Trafficking Example



● On April 10, 2025, a search warrant was served 
on the trafficker’s residence.  According to the 
search warrant, 11 unmarked and unregistered 
silencers, 4 suspected machineguns, and 56 
machinegun conversion devices were 
recovered.  Additionally, “Bulldog Customer 
Tags” were also found.

● The trafficker pled guilty on January 30, 2026 to 
trafficking, possession of a machinegun, and 
possession of unregistered firearms.

● The gun store that sold 79 firearms and allowed 
trafficking activity from their premise remains 
open.
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Trafficking Example

Note: image generated by Gemini Workspace AI



ATF requires FFLs to report all thefts (burglary, robbery, larceny) within 48 hours of 
discovery.

● Between 2023 and 2025, NM FFLs reported 23 thefts involving 122 firearms.

ATF requires FFLs to report all missing firearms within 48 hours of discovery. 

● Between 2023 and 2025, NM FFLs completed 33 inventory loss reports for 153 
firearms.

Firearms stolen from FFLs are used in shootings twice as quickly as 
non-stolen firearms.

There are no federal laws or regulations that mandate security measures for FFLs.
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Firearms Stolen from Gun Stores



There is no federal law requiring private citizens to report stolen firearms.  When they do 
report it, the firearm information is entered into the FBI NCIC system.  According to NCIC 
data from 2019 to 2023:

● An average of 2,187 firearms were reported stolen annually in New Mexico.
○ NM ranked 11th in the U.S. for most private party firearm thefts annually.

When firearms are stolen from private citizens they are almost always recovered in the 
same state.

● 3,081 stolen firearms were recovered in NM; 91% of these were stolen in NM. 
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Firearms Stolen from Homes and Cars



All available data and information utilized to detect, identify, and investigate gun 
crime, including:  

● Trace Data 

● NIBIN Leads

● Multiple Sales Reports

● Local Record Management System (RMS) case reports
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Crime Gun Intelligence

CGI is leveraged to promote efficient and effective investigation of firearm-related 
crime. By utilizing CGI, law enforcement is able to link seemingly unrelated 
shooting incidents, identify firearm trafficking trends and perpetrators, and 
ultimately produce crucial investigative leads. CGI provides precision in 
combating violent crime.



23

● Tracing allows law enforcement to identify 
the first retail purchaser of a gun recovered 
at a crime scene, which provides a key 
investigative lead for law enforcement. 

● Tracing is a systematic process of tracking 
the movement of a firearm from the original 
manufacturer/importer through the 
distribution chain, to retail FFL, and first 
known purchaser.

● Tracing is conducted through a free web 
based application known as eTrace.

● Critical to opt into Collective Data Sharing 
(CDS)

Crime Gun 
Intelligence: 
Tracing

https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/fact-sheet/2024-etrace-internet-based-firearms-tracing-and-analysis
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Crime Gun 
In t e llig e n c e : 
NIBIN 
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● Identifies and analyzes the unique markings that 
a firearm imprints on a casing when fired.  

● Two types of evidence can be entered into 
NIBIN:

○ Fired Cartridge Casings (FCC) 
recovered from a shooting scene 

○ Recovered Crime guns test fired and 
entered into NIBIN.

● Analysis and comparison of all entered ballistic 
evidence can be completed by state/local law 
enforcement, if they have the equipment, or by 
ATF.

● A lead can be between casings recovered at 
multiple crime scenes or between casings 
recovered at a crime scene and a crime gun.

● NIBIN data is maintained on an ATF web 
based application, NESS. This system is free 
to all LEAs.  

Crime Gun 
Intelligence: 
NIBIN



Tracing Identifies:

● WHO: The FFL that sold the crime gun, 
the purchaser who bought it, and the 
end possessor who used it.

● WHAT: The crime the firearm was used 
in.

● WHEN: TTC

● WHERE: The location the crime gun 
was recovered.

NIBIN Identifies:

● Whether the firearm has been used in a 
shooting.

● TTFS

● Violence associated with the crime gun -
how many shootings it is linked to.

● Any connections between otherwise 
unrelated shootings/cases

● Investigative Leads
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Tracing vs NIBIN



27

Proactive Policing: Identify, Investigate, and 
Stop the trigger-puller NIBIN: 

Nu m b e r  o f 
S h o o t in g s  # of Shootings % of Leads w/ 

Recovered Gun
% of Leads w/out 
Recovered gun

1 65.4% 2.6%

2 19.3% 61.6%

3 7.8% 19.6%

4 3.5% 8%

5 1.8% 3.7%

More than 5 2.2% 4.5%

97% of trigger pullers will shoot again
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TTFS: The time between the last known purchase to 
the first known shooting.

Between 2019 and 2023, 828,514 pistols were 
recovered, traced to a purchaser, and test fired.  113,359 
(14%) were linked to at least one shooting.  

Median TTFS=1.9 years, Median TTC: 2.6 years.

Less Than 1 Year:

● TTFS: 35%
● TTC: 27%

Less than 3 Years:

● TTFS: 61%
● TTC: 54%  

NIBIN: 
Recovered 
Pistols 
TTFS vs TTC 

Between 2021 and 2025, NM LEAs recovered and 
test fired 12,378 firearms and nearly 21% were 

connected to a shooting.
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● Law enforcement agencies should trace every 
crime gun, opt into trace data sharing, and enter all 
eligible recovered crime guns and fired cartridge 
casings into NIBIN.

○ Some states have enacted laws to require use of 
eTrace & NIBIN (but legislation is not required).

● Law enforcement should analyze this data to 
determine which gun dealers are responsible for 
selling high numbers of crime guns recovered in 
their community.

○ Focus on the percentage of crime gun trace 
requests to each dealer, average TTC for trace 
requests, etc.

● This data and analysis allows state and local 
leaders to identify which dealers to focus on for  
accountability measures.

Crime Gun 
Intelligence: 
Use Data to 
Identify 
Traffickers 
and Suppliers
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Questions ?
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