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MMIW = MMIWR

Task Force considers all genders, rather than focusing exclusively on women.
The need to be comprehensive in our focus became clear as the task force
began conversations with the wider community.

The quote below reflects suggestions made by the community to broaden the
work of the task force.

“They—and | mean ‘they’ like boys, men and our LGBTQ —should have been
included at the beginning...because this is not just a crisis with our women and
girls. The more research we do, there are more men that are missing or
murdered than there are women. But a lot of people are not talking about that.”

— Community Member



MMIWR National Reports

TOP10 CITIES WITH HIGHEST NUMBER OF MMIWG CASES

Liou S0
Al/AN peoples experience violence at

more than TWICE the national average.

Rates of violence on reservations can be up to
10x the national average

o MURDER is the THIRD leading
cause of death of AlI/AN women.

Omaha, NE (24)

Source: K. Huyser UNM Native American Budget & Policy

Salt Lake City, UT (24) Institut
nstitute

San Francisco, CA (17)

See Appendix for data from all 71 cities surveyed.

Source: Urban Indian Health Institute




National Missing Persons Data (NamUs)

Unresolved Missing Person Cases with Tribal Enrollment/Affiliation

Males and Females
Published in NamUs as of August 1, 2021

119 . 21

missing tribes

Missing from Tribal Land Residence on Tribal Land Investigating Agency

@ve: @Unknown @No @ves @Unknown @ No @ron-Tribal @ Tribal Law Enforcement

https://namus.nij.ojp.gov/missing-indigenous-personstdownload-monthly-american-indian-alaska-native-namus-case-update



https://namus.nij.ojp.gov/missing-indigenous-persons#download-monthly-american-indian-alaska-native-namus-case-update

MMIWR in New Mexico

MMIWR in New Mexico

Albuquerque and Gallup, New Mexico are
amongst the TOP TEN CITIES /n the United
States for the HIGHEST NUMBER of MMIWG
cases.

| Native American women |

in New Mexico have the |

| highest rate of homicide |
| among ALL racial and

ethnic groups.

|
e L |

Citations:
Ronet Bachman, Violence Against American Indian and Alaska Native Women and the
Criminal Justice Response: What Is Known, National Institute of Justice (Jan. 2009); New
Mexico Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Relatives Task Force Report (Dec 202(

American Indian/Alaska Native Missing Persons Cases

Unresolved Cases Published in NamUs as of August 1, 2021

Top 10 States

Alaska
Oklahoma
Arizona

New Mexico
Washington
California
Montana
North Carolina
South Dakota
Minnesota

Texas

— NIJ e

NamUs

7 3 4 missing from 3 6 states

2 2 2

@ unTsaa @D




New Mexico Missing Persons Data
(NamUs)
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There are currently 53 Missing Persons Entries of American Indian Alaska Native in New Mexico

https://namus.nij.ojp.gov/missing-indigenous-personsttdownload-monthly-american-indian-alaska-native-namus-case-update
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Justice for all Indigenous Relatives
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State Response
Outcomes of House Bill 278 (2019)

* The MMIWR Task Force worked hard to meet the requirements of House Bill 278
to:

* “determine the scope of the problem, identify barriers, create partnershipsto
improve reporting of and investigation of missing and murdered Indigenous
women and relatives.”

e Afinal report & additional resources were developed by the task forceand were
published in December 2020. The final report was the foundation for current and
future task force work.




Data Findings Based on Task Force Work

« Farmingtonreported 73 missing persons between 2014-2019 (70
cases were resolved). Of this total, 48.5% were Native American
and 66% were missing Native American females.

e In Gallup, out of 675 missing persons in Gallup, 53% were
women, and Native Americans comprise 76% of ALL missing
persons. Gallup police department data indicates that from
2014-2019 87% of all homicide cases were Native

Americans.

o Between 2014-2019, Albuquerque reported 660 Native
American missing persons, 287 of those cases are women
Representing 43% of all Native American missing persons.



Data Findings

e Among missing persons in these two
Missing Persons by Race in Two counties, female missing persons
NM Counties* (Years 2014-2019) , gp T
were younger than male missing
persons.

e |n addition, Native American missing
persons wereyounger than all other
racial and ethnic groups.

e Data fromthe two counties show that
half of all missing Native American
women are younger than 27 years of
age.

*San Juan and McKinley Counties



Additional Findings

e Law enforcement needs training & support to increase data-
gathering capacity across law enforcement agencies.

e Additional law enforcement agreements such as cross-commission
and one-way commissions are needed.

e Rural areas of the state and border towns need culturally relevant
support services including access to shelters and safe housing.

e Tribal justice systems need access to state training and technical
support.

e Strengthen community responses through education and
trainings.



2021 Legislative Session Outcomes

 |AD introduced legislation to establish a permanent MMIWR Task
Forcein January 2021.

e The Indian Affairs Departmentreceived an appropriation for
MMIWR work during the 2021 Legislative Session of $57,000.



Executive Order 2021-013

Task Force Directives

“The Task Force, through the subcommittees, shall develop a
MMIWR State Response Plan that will advise the Executive Branch
on initiatives, programs, and policy changes that will support
implementation of Task Force report recommendations.

The Task Force shall evaluate policies and explore legislation that
can be presented to the appropriate interim legislative committees
and introduced during the 2022 Legislative Session to improve the
state's efforts surrounding prevention and response to MMIWR
incidents...”



Task Force Goals and Objectives

1. Develop a State Response Plan for how 2021 MMIWR Final
Report recommendations should be implemented.

v’ Legislation
v' Department Policies/Collaboration/MOUs
v’ Staffing/Budget

2. Develop a long-term plan for MMIWR work in state
government.

3. Continue collecting data from law enforcement agencies for
2020 missing persons data, homicide data, accidental
deaths.



Task Force Collaborations

e University of Nebraska Omaha would like to submit a joint
application to the National Institute of Justice grant to
collect data on MMIWR incidentsin NM and create a
framework for future data collectionin the state.

 Strengthening Partnerships with City of Albuquerque,
Albugquerque Police Department, and Second Judicial District
Attorney's Office, New Mexico Attorney General’s Office.



Task Force Recommendations

e Establish a permanent MMIWR office/position to track MMIWR
incidents in the state, assist families, educate communities on MMIWR with a
focus on prevention; Authorize the office to establish a state-led cold case
task force to review cold cases involving Indigenous relatives.

* NM Missing Persons Day — Establish an annual missing persons day that
provides an opportunity for individuals and families to provide new or
updated information on missing individuals/relatives.

 This event will bring together multiple partners to assist families and
communities during this one-day event to update existing missing person
reports, file a report, or submit critical records necessary to match
unidentified remains.



Thankyoul!

We welcome your feedback and participation in future task force
meetings.

Please contact:

Stephanie Salazar
(505) 690-4079

Stephanie.Salazar@state.nm.us



mailto:Stephanie.Salazar@state.nm.us
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