


New Mexico 
Human Trafficking Task Force 

• Grant co-partnered by NM Office of the Attorney General and The Life 
Link with FBI, HSI, U.S. Attorney’s Office and others

• Collaborative effort between law enforcement and service providers to 
combat Human Trafficking statewide 

• Prevention: Enhancing public awareness and training professionals.
• Prosecution: Ensuring strong legislation and building strong cases 

through proactive investigations.
• Protection: Victim-centered rescue and long term restoration. 



A COLLABORATIVE 
VICTIM CENTERED APPROACH

VICTIM
SERVICES

Works with  identified victims 
Providing legal & social services

PROTOCOL
Creating and evaluating protocol 
or the task force & the procedure
for handling human trafficking 

situations

LAW
ENFORCEMENT

Collaborates with agencies on 
current/future investigations, 
provides officer trainings, & 

prevention tactics 

NMHTTF

AWARENESS
Community organizations 

partnering together to 
provide outreach and 

education to the 
community on human 

trafficking

TRAINING
Provides trainings to 

organizations that might 
come into contact with 

victims.



1. Albuquerque Police Department
2. Belen Police Department
3. Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Department
4. Bosque Farms Police Department
5. Catron County Sheriff’s Department
6. Chaves County Sheriff’s Department
7. Clayton Police Department
8. Deming Police Department
9. Dona Ana County Sheriff’s Department
10. Estancia Police Department
11. Federal Bureau of Investigations
12. Grant County Sheriff’s Department
13. Hidalgo County Sheriff’s Department
14. Homeland Security Investigations
15. Jicarilla Apache Police Department
16. Las Cruces Police Department
17. Las Vegas Police Department
18. Los Lunas Police Department
19. Pueblo de Cochiti Tribal Governor’s Office
20. Pueblo of Acoma Tribal Police Department
21. Roswell Police Department
22. San Juan County Sheriff’s Department
23. Sandoval County Sheriff’s Department
24. Sierra County Sheriff’s Department
25. Socorro County Sheriff’s Department

26. Union County Sheriff’s Department
27. Valencia County Sheriff’s Department
28. 1st Judicial District Attorney
29. 2nd Judicial District Attorney
30. 3rd Judicial District Attorney
31. 4th Judicial District Attorney
32. 5th Judicial District Attorney
33. 6th Judicial District Attorney
34. 8th Judicial District Attorney
35. 9th Judicial District Attorney
36. 10th Judicial District Attorney
37. 11th Judicial District Attorney
38. 13th Judicial District Attorney
39. Coalition to Stop Violence Against Native Women
40. First Nations Community Healthsource
41. For the One 
42. Kewa House Emergency Youth Shelter
43. La Pinon Children’s Advocacy Center
44. New Day Youth and Family Center
45. New Mexico Dream Center
46. New Mexico Immigrant Law Center
47. New Mexico Legal Aid
48. New Mexico Sexual Assault Programs
49. Paso Del Norte Center of Hope 
50. Rape Crisis Center of Central New Mexico

51. Rescue the Innocent
52. Santa Fe Council of International 

Relations
53. Santa Fe Dreamers Project
54. Santa Fe Public Schools Adelante

Program
55. Santa Fe Recovery Center
56. Solace Crisis Treatment Center
57. St. Martin’s Hospitality Center
58. St. Luke’s Health Care Clinic
59. Street Safe New Mexico
60. Youth and Families Emergency Shelter
61. New Mexico State University 
62. New Mexico Children, Youth, and 

Families Department
63. United States Department of Labor



Notification 

National Human Trafficking 
Resource Center

1-888-373-7888 or text BeFree (233733)

children only
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Office of the New Mexico Attorney General 
Human Trafficking Unit

Special Agent in Charge/Commander of the ICAC and                          
Human Trafficking Task Forces

Three Special Agents in Human Trafficking

One Criminal Analyst (both ICAC and HT)

One administrative assistance/coordinators



Reactive Investigations
CyberTipline
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
(NCMEC)
An online service designed to handle leads from individuals 
reporting the sexual exploitation of children. 
US Code Title 42 Section 13032
◦ “Reporting of child pornography by electronic communication 
service providers.”



National Clearing House

◦Reporting Statistics
◦CyberTipline
◦Missing Children
◦Technical Assistance 
◦CVIP 
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NMSA 30-52-1. Human trafficking

A. Human trafficking consists of a person knowingly: 
(1) recruiting, soliciting, enticing, transporting or obtaining by any means 
another person with the intent or knowledge that force, fraud or coercion will be 
used to subject the person to labor, services or commercial sexual activity; 
(2) recruiting, soliciting, enticing, transporting or obtaining by any means a 
person under the age of eighteen years with the intent or knowledge that the 
person will be caused to engage in commercial sexual activity; or 
(3) benefiting, financially or by receiving anything of value, from the labor, services or 
commercial sexual activity of another person with the knowledge that force, fraud or 
coercion was used to obtain the labor, services or commercial sexual activity. 



B.  The attorney general and the district attorney in the county of jurisdiction have 
concurrent jurisdiction to enforce the provisions of this section.
C. Whoever commits human trafficking is guilty of a third degree felony; 

except if the victim is under the age of: 
(1) sixteen, the person is guilty of a second degree felony; or
(2) thirteen, the person is guilty of a first degree felony.

D.  Prosecution pursuant to this section shall not prevent prosecution pursuant to 
any other provision of the law when the conduct also constitutes a violation of that 
other provision.
E.  In a prosecution pursuant to this section, a human trafficking victim shall not be 
charged with accessory to the crime of human trafficking.
F.   A person convicted of human trafficking shall, in addition to any other 
punishment, be ordered to make restitution to the victim for the gross income or 
value of the victim's labor or services and any other actual damages in accordance 
with Section 31-17-1 NMSA 1978. 



30-52-1.1. Human trafficking;  civil remedy for 
human trafficking victims

A. A human trafficking victim may bring a civil action in any court of competent 
jurisdiction against an alleged human trafficker for actual damages, compensatory 
damages, punitive damages, injunctive relief or any other appropriate relief. Where 
the court finds that a defendant's actions were willful and malicious, the court may 
award treble damages to the plaintiff. A prevailing plaintiff is also entitled to recover 
reasonable attorney fees and costs.

B. A civil action pursuant to this section shall be forever barred unless the action is 
filed within ten years from the date on which:

(1) the defendant's human trafficking actions occurred;  or

(2) the victim attains eighteen years of age if the victim was a minor when the 
defendant's actions occurred.



Criminal Statutes

 30-9-4. Promoting prostitution
 30-9-4.1. Accepting earnings of a 

prostitute
 30-9-11. Criminal sexual penetration
 30-9-12. Criminal sexual contact
 30-9-13. Criminal sexual contact of a 

minor
 30-4-1. Kidnapping
 30-3-5. Aggravated battery

 30-6-1. Abandonment or abuse of a 
child

 30-6-3. Contributing to delinquency of 
minor

 30-6A-3. Sexual exploitation of children
 30-6A-4. Sexual exploitation of children 

by prostitution
 30-37-3.2. Child solicitation by 

electronic communication device



Human Trafficking: What Is It?
Sex Trafficking: Commercial sex act induced by force, fraud or 
coercion, or in which person performing the act is under age 18.
◦ Victims can be found working in massage parlors, brothels, strip clubs, 

escort services

Labor Trafficking: Using force, fraud or coercion to recruit, 
harbor, transport, obtain or employ a person for labor or services 
in involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage or slavery
◦ Victims can be found in domestic situations as nannies or maids, 

sweatshop factories, janitorial jobs, construction sites, farm work, 
restaurants, panhandling



FORCE FRAUD COERCION

• Sexual Abuse 
• Battering
• Rape 
• Drugging 
• Confinement
• Forced Abortions
• Kidnapping
• Torture
• Starvation

• Promises of valid 
immigration 
documents

• Promised job offers 
that differ from 
actuality 

• Promises of money or 
salary

• Misrepresentation of 
work conditions

• Wooing into romantic 
relationship 

• Threats of harm to 
victim or family 

• Threats of 
deportation 

• Threats of physical 
abuse 

• Withholding of drugs 
• Verbal abuse 



• Vulnerable populations: 
• Homeless 
• Runaway
• Throwaway 
• Youth in foster care 
• Living in Poverty 
• Undocumented Immigrants 
• Those seeking approval or 

belonging 

Who are the Victims? 

Human Trafficking reaches every 
race, ethnicity, gender, sexual 

orientation, socioeconomic 
group, and demographic.

There is no such thing as a 
willing child prostitute! 



How do Minors Become Victims of Trafficking? 

• Running away and/or living on the streets and are forced to exchange 
sex for survival 

• Recruitment or grooming by “Romeo” trafficker/pimp who convinces 
them that they love them and care for them. 

• Kidnapped by “gorilla” trafficker/pimp and forced into the life. 
• Gang-related prostitution 
• A parent or family member(s) traffic their child(ren) for food, rent, 

money, drugs, and alcohol 



How do Minors Become Victims of Trafficking? 

• Tricked/seduced with false promises and dreams

• Economic abuse- forced to work and turn over 
all earned money 

• Narcotics control- withholding drugs from
victim unless they comply with demands 



How do Minors 
Become Victims 
of Trafficking? 

(cont.)

• Threaten to harm 
victim or their family

• Threaten to call police 
as the victim has likely 

committed other 
crimes as well

• Force, Fraud, and 
Coercion 



Process for victim of Sex Trafficking? 

TARGETED GROOMED ESTABLISH A 
“RELATIONSHIP”

TRICK/TALK/
FORCE INTO 

PROSTITUTION

SET QUOTAS 
AND RULES

PUNISHMENT

FORCED TO 
RECRUIT 
OTHER 

VICTIMS



Process of a Labor Trafficking victim? 

SMUGGLED 
OR 

TARGETED

GIVEN FALSE 
PROMISES

PROVIDED WITH 
FOOD, SHELTER, 

JOB, ETC. 

ESTABLISH 
LARGE, NEVER-
ENDING DEBT

FORCED TO 
WORK OFF 

“DEBT”

WITHHOLD 
LEGAL 

DOCUMENTS/
THREATEN TO 

DEPORT 

KEEP VICTIMS 
WORKING 

FOR LITTLE OR 
NO MONEY



Who are the Traffickers? 

• Anyone who benefits from the exploitation of a person both sex and 
labor 

• Domestic or foreign 
• Familial trafficking 



Who are the Traffickers? (cont.)

Can be a boyfriend, 
father, mother, coach, 
teacher, even a peer 

Not always organized 
criminals (although 

can be part of a larger 
criminal enterprise) 



Familial Trafficking 

“Familial Trafficking” can manifest itself in various ways such as: 

• May sell the child/children for sex in exchange for money, rent, 
food, drugs, housing, employment, etc. 

• May force their boyfriend/girlfriend to sell sexual favors 

• May force children to work long hours in a family business

• May force the child to beg for money



Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking 
• Internet-based Prostitution 
• Stripping/Dancing “Gentlemen’s Clubs”
• Street-based Prostitution
• Pornography 
• Escort Services 
• Casinos/Clubs 
• Private Parties 
• Interfamilial Trafficking  
• Survival Sex 
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Why Do Victims Stay? 

• Kept isolated and activities restricted to prevent them from 
seeking help

• May be watched, escorted, or guarded by traffickers 

• Traffickers may “coach” victims to answer questions

• Victims comply and don’t seek help because of fear due to 
threats of violence to self or family



Why Do Victims Stay? 

• Fear of the law enforcement  

• Fear of deportation, incarceration 

• Unaware that they are a victim

• Fear of CYFD 



Why Do Victims Stay? (cont.)

• May develop loyalties, positive feelings 
toward trafficker as a coping mechanism 

• Stockholm Syndrome
• They have been groomed



Damage to the Victim 

• Inhumane living conditions 

• Poor sanitation 

• Inadequate nutrition 

• Poor personal hygiene

• Brutal physical, sexual, and emotional abuse

• Dangerous workplace conditions



Damage to the Victim 

• General lack of quality medical care

• Sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS, pelvic pain, rectal trauma, and 
urinary difficulties 

• Unwanted pregnancy, resulting from rape or prostitution 

• Infertility from chronic untreated sexually transmitted infections or 
botched/unsafe abortions 

• Substance abuse or addiction as a means of coping



• Psychological trauma from daily mental abuse and torture

• Undetected or untreated diseases, such as diabetes or cancer

• Bruises, scars, and other signs of physical abuse and torture

Damage to the Victim 



Identifying Crime 
of Human Trafficking
Immediate concerns for law enforcement:
◦ Identify when crimes of trafficking taking place
◦ Identify and distinguish between victims and perpetrators
◦ Stop crimes of trafficking in progress
◦ Manage victims of trafficking as witnesses
◦ Secure evidence of trafficking for prosecutions and trials



Due to the covert nature of the crime, human trafficking can come to 
your attention indirectly through other violations such as: 

• Prostitution 
• Domestic Violence Crimes
• Drug Charges 
• Runaways/Homeless
• Cases of Assault 
• Curfew Violation 
• Loitering/trespassing
• Cases of sexual abuse/neglect 

Identifying Cases of Human Trafficking 





Labor Trafficking 



How to Identify Victims

• Gang signs/affiliation
• Physical signs
 Unexplained bruises, scars
 Cigarette burns
 Branding 
 Tattoos

• Back of neck
• Inside lip
• Chest





WHY DON’T VICTIMS ASK FOR HELP?

47

CHILDREN MAY NOT SELF-IDENTIFY AS A VICTIM OR ASK FOR HELP DUE TO:

Limited 
Family/social 

support

Normalization 
of sex for 

survival/abuse

Confined or 
monitored

False promises 
of security, love 
a better future

Juvenile arrest 
histories –

treatment as a 
criminal

Feeling that no 
one will 

understand

Trauma 
bonding

Fear and 
distrust

Threats of 
violence and 

reprisal against 
loved ones

Language and 
social barriers/ 

unfamiliarity 

No personal ID 
or documents

Shame, self 
blame, 

hopelessness, 
resignation

Coached to hate 
law enforcement 



How many traffickers have we charged in NM from 2015-
present? Include Arrests and Prosecutions of Offenders:

◦2015- No data (Funding started in October 2015)
◦2016- 7
◦2017- 9

◦ From June 2017- June 2018, NMAGO and Task Force Affiliates conducted 
pro-active undercover sting operations, identifying a mass of individuals who 
responding to ads and offering money for sex. 

◦2018- 65
◦2019- 35 (Through September 2019)



What do the sentences look like on the 
State vs. Federal?

◦Federal sentence is a minimum 20 years if you 
are convicted of human/ sex trafficking. 

◦New Mexico penalties vary by age:
◦16 and over, 3rd degree felony
◦16 and under, 2nd degree felony
◦13 and under, 1st degree felony



Successes in the creation of task forces:

Human Trafficking Task Force Website –
Information on human trafficking to be disseminated to the 
NM Human Trafficking Task Force and the general public on 
our anti-human trafficking efforts.
Training and outreach available
Successes 



Other collaborative efforts in the community 

Training medical – developed and certified training program

Truck drivers and stops – held a symposium

Oil and Gas Industry – held a symposium
Busing Industry – lectured at their conference

Hospitality Industry – trained at their conference 

Homeless care service providers and shelters



Other collaborative efforts in the community 
cont.
CYFD – assisted in developing a training program 

Teen drop in centers

All school staff in the state 
Faith base organizations

Tribal Human Trafficking Task Force

Outreach groups on the border 
AGO Service provider 



Outreach 
A new PSA is created every year and will run in most theaters 
Thanksgiving through Christmas

Outreach teams community events
Isotopes
New Mexico United 
State Fair 
Balloon Fiesta
A21 Walk Against Human Trafficking 

The Annual Human trafficking  conference



The Life Link 



CVRC 



Questions? 
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