LA SEMILLA

November 3rd, 2020

Re: Requesting Your Support for and expansion of the NM Grown Fruits and Vegetables for School,
Senior and Early Childhood Meal Programs; Double Up Food Bucks (SNAP) Expansion; Healthy Food
Financing Initiative; and, Soil Health and Conservation Programs

Dear Honorable Economic and Rural Development Interim Committee Members:

On behalf of thc New Mexico Food and Agriculture Policy Council, Farm to Table, NM Farmers’
Marketing Association, La Semilla Food Center, Agricultura Cooperative Network, Center for Health
Innovations, and Farm to Table, we are requesting the Economic and Rural Development Interim Committee’s
support for the following programs in the Legislative Budget:

Healthy Food Financing Initiative (HFFT):

(administered by Economic Development Department): The HFFI is an effective, viable, and economically
sustainable solution to bring locally grown food and jobs into underserved communities without sufficient access
to affordable, nutritious foods. The fund is a combination of public and private dollars that can achieve multiple
goals: reducing health disparities, improving the health of families and children, creating quality jobs, and
stimulating long-term local economic development in low-income communities. The HFFI can leverage $2
million in federal funds annually.

Double Up Food Bucks Program:

(administered by the NM Department of Agriculture) $500,000 recurring to expand the Double Up Food Bucks
Program that doubles SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) dollars when purchasing NM grown
at participating farmers’ markets, roadside stands, and 29 grocery stores including 21 Lowes. The recurring
funds will leverage $7.5 million in federal funding through the 4-year USDA NIFA grant (1'Y2022-2025) and
$19.4M in total economic impact.

NM Grown for School Meals:

(administered by the NM Public Education Nutrition and Wellness Department): Rctain $400,000 in recurring
funds to continue expansion for the program. The Legislative incentive is helping school districts learn how to
purchase local produce and build it into their budgets. [n 2019-20 schools purchased $1.15+ million.

Purchase NM Grown Fruits and Vegetables for a Senior Citizen Meals Program

(administered by Aging and Long-Term Service Department): $100,000 for city, county, tribal, and non-profit
administercd NM senior centers to be able to purchase NM grown fruits and vegetables for their meal programs.
New in 2019, this program necds time (o get off the ground like the PED initiative that is highly successful. This
would serve seniors across the statc and create a new economic market for farmers.



NM Grown for Early Childhood Food & Nutrition Programs:
(administered by Larly Childhood Departiment): $100,000 for Early Childhood food and nutrition programs to

be able to purchase NM grown fruits and vegetables for their meal programs such as summer meal programs and
the Child and Adult Care Food Program.

Healthy Soil Program:

(Administered by the NM Department of Agriculture) Maintain $227,000 in recurring funds in the NM
Department of Agriculture budget to incentivize farming and ranching systeins that inprove the health, yield
and profitability of the soils of the state. I'unds support project grants (or farmers and ranchers, program
administration, education and outreach, Demand for the Tealthy Soil Program has been strong. [ar exceeding
available state funding, which is being matched with federal funds from USDA NRCS.

These programs will: cnhance children’s diets while promoting healthicr lifestyles and increasing academic
achicvement; increase access to New Mexico-grown fruits and vegetables for seniors; develop an agricultural
workforce; provide soil health training and technical assistance to farmers and ranchers; and, strengthen New
Mexico’s larming economy and rural sectors by expanding market opportunities (or farmers.

Plcase fecl free to call us if you have any questions. [ can be reached at 505-660-8403.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

o

Pam Roy

Executive Direclor

Farm to Tablc

Santa [F'e
pam(@tarmtotablenm,org
505-660-8403

(P2 ,-'//f;’ 7r

Susan Wilger
fixeculive Direclor

Center for Health fnnovation

Santa l'e
swilgerfdswehiorg
S75-313-4720

Krysten Aguilar

Co-Executive Director

l.a Semilla Food Center
Anthony, NM
krysten@lasemillafoodeenter.org
575-639-0493

sl bl

Denise Miller
Exccutive Director

NM Farmers’ Marketing Associalion

Santa Fe
dmillerg@iarmersmarketsnim. org
505-699-2064

g By

Ilelga Garza

Executive Director
Agricultura Network
South Valley Albuquergue

helgagarciagarzai@gmail.com

505-217-2461

Isabelle Jenniches
Co-Founder

Soil Ilealth Working Group
Santa l'e
imjenniches@gmail.com
505-231-8471

All are representative members of the NM Food & Agriculture Policy Council
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New Meyice

Az Mz alz Az Mzl New Mexico Grown

GROWN Farm to School Program

How It Works

New Mexico Grown is a program that serves K-12 students in
public, ptivate, and Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) school
settings through incentivizing the purchase and distribution of
locally-grown fresh fruits and vegetables for meal and snack
programs. Funds are allocated through an application process
to schools and school districts that operate the National
School TLunch Program (NSLP), administered through the
NM Public Education Department (PED).

Ir ant
purchasing: $1,042,364 was invested in New Mexico-grown
fruits and vegetables in school year 2019-2020, with the
average school district spending 15% of their produce

budget on local products.

School Year 2019-2020 Impact Projected SY21 Impact
* An es.tlmated 171,000 §tudents were served school meals Nward Amount $332.00
featuring local produce items across the state.
* School garden programs are operated in 18 schools and -
school districts to complement serving local in the G (omamtees 2
school cafeteria.
# of Sites 514

* Student grown produce is setved in 7 school cafeteria

settings.
* 64 vendors sold to schools through the program,
including distributots, grower cooperatives, and individual

# of Students Served | 183,318

farming operations.

. 113%

fampep
N EWV@" M EXI CO Contact: Kendal Chavez | Kendal.Chavez@state.nm.us |

P S SR e i ) (505) 827-1807 | https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us /burcaus /student-success-
Public Education Department wellness /nutrition/ farm-to-school/







DocuSign envelope ID FBEBD383-CE21-4ACE-AEB6-2C9306FC1F8F

b8 e
Public Education Department
New Mexico Grown Local Produce Grant, Fund 27183
Final Award FY20-21
District/SFA Name Revised Final Allocation  Initial Approved Budget BAR Amount
ALBUQUERQUE PUBLIC SCHOOLS $49,840.00 $60,000.00 ($10,160.00)
ALDO LEOPOLD CHARTER $1.661.00 $2,000.00 ($339.00)
AZTEC MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $9,135.00 $11,000.00 ($1.865.00)
BELEN SCHOOL DISTRICT $8.305.00 $10,000.00 ($1,695.00)
BERNALILLO PUBLIC SCHOOLS $9.135.00 $11,000.00 ($1.865.00)
BLOOMFIELD SCHOOLS $9,135.00 $11,000.00 ($1.,865.00)
CAPITAN MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $4,983.00 $6,000.00 ($1,017.00)
CARLSBAD MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $9.135.00 $11,000.00 ($1.,865.00)
CENTRAL CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT $8.,305.00 $10,000.00 ($1.695.00)
CHRISTINE DUNCAN'S HERITAGE ACADEMY $1.,661.00 $2.000.00 ($339.00)
CLOVIS MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $12,457.00 $15,000.00 ($2.543.00)
CORONA PUBLIC SCHOOLS $830.00 $1.000.00 ($170.00)
DEXTER CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS $4.983.00 $6,000.00 ($1.017.00)
ELIDA MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $1,661.00 $2.000.00 ($339.00)
ESTANCIA MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $2.491.00 $3,000.00 ($509.00)
FARMINGTON MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $12,457.00 $15,000.00 ($2,543.00)
FLOYD MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $1.246.00 $1,500.00 ($254.00)
GADSDEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT $12,457.00 $15,000.00 ($2,543.00)
GUADALUPE MONTESSORI SCHOOL $1.661.00 $2.000.00 ($339.00)
HATCH VALLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS $4,983.00 $6,000.00 ($1.017.00)
HOBBS MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $12.457.00 $15.000.00 ($2.543.00)
HOUSE MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $623.00 $750.00 ($127.00)
JEMEZ VALLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS $1.661.00 $2.000.00 ($339.00)
[LAS CRUCES PUBLIC SCHOOLS $12.457.00 $15,000.00 ($2.543.00)
LAS VEGAS CITY SCHOOLS $4.983.00 $6,000.00 ($1,017.00)
LOGAN MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $1.661.00 $2.,000.00 ($339.00)
LORDSBURG MUNICIPAL SCHOOL $4,983.00 $6,000.00 ($1,017.00)
LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS $12.457.00 $15.000.00 ($2.543.00)
MAGDALENA MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $1,661.00 $2.,000.00 ($339.00)
MAXWELL MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $1.661.00 $2.000.00 ($339.00)
MELROSE MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $1,246.00 $1.500.00 ($254.00)
MISSION ACHIEVEMENT AND SUCCESS CHARTER $4.983.00 $6.000.00 ($1.017.00)
MONTE DEL SOL CHARTER SCHOOL $1,661.00 $2,000.00 ($339.00)
MORA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT $4.152.00 $5.000.00 ($848.00)
MORIARTY-EDGEWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT $4,775.00 $5,750.00 ($975.00)
MOUNTAINAIR PUBLIC SCHOOLS $1.246.00 $1.500.00 ($254.00)
PECOS INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS $4.,983.00 $6,000.00 ($1,017.00)
PENASCO INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS $1,038.00 $1.250.00 ($212.00)
POJOAQUE VALLEY SCHOOLS $830.00 $1,000.00 ($170.00)
PORTALES MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $9,135.00 $11,000.00 ($1,865.00)
QUESTA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT $1,661.00 $2,000.00 ($339.00)
RATON PUBLIC SCHOOLS $4,983.00 $6,000.00 ($1,017.00)
RED RIVER VALLEY CHARTER $830.00 $1.000.00 ($170.00)
RIO RANCHO PUBLIC SCHOOLS $8.305.00 $10,000.00 ($1,695.00)
ROSWELL IND. SCHOOLS $12.457.00 $15.000.00 ($2,543.00)
SANTA FE PUBLIC SCHOOLS $12.,457.00 $15.000.00 ($2.543.00)

Printed: 7/24/2020 12:50 PM 10F2



DocuSign Envelope ID FBEBD383-CE21-4ACE-AEB6-2C9906F C1F8F

Public Education Department

New Mexico Grown Local Produce Grant, Fund 27183
Final Award FY20-21

District/SFA Name Revised Final Allocation Initial Approved Budget BAR Amount

SOCORRO CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS $2,076.00 $2,500.00 ($424.00)
SOUTH VALLEY PREPARATORY SCHOOL $1.038.00 $1,250.00 ($212.00)
TAOS MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS $9,135.00 $11,000.00 ($1,865.00)
TAOS INTEGRATED SCHOOL OF THE ARTS $830.00 $1,000.00 ($170.00)
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES MUNICIPAL SCHOOQOLS $4,983.00 $6,000.00 ($1,017.00)
TUCUMCARI PUBLIC SCHOOLS $4,983.00 $6,000.00 ($1.017.00)
WEST LAS VEGAS SCHOOL DISTRICT $8,305.00 $10,000.00 ($1,695.00)
ZUNI PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT $4,983.00 $6,000.00 ($1,017.00)

Total $332,200.00 $400,000.00 ($67,800.00)

Printed: 7/24/2020 12:50 PM 20F2
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AT
AI:TSD Contact: Denise King Farm to Table Contact: Pam Roy,
Aging Network Division Director Executive Director, Farm to Table,
Denise.King@state.nm.us pam(@farmtotablenm.org
505.469.1933 505.660.8403

September 18, 2020

New Mexico Grown Fruits and Vegetables for Senior Meals
Program Pilot Succeeds

NEW MEXICO- In a time when New Mexican’s are challenged by the COVID-19 pandemic,
and seniors and students are no longer able to participate in meals at senior centers and schools,
New Mexico seniors are benefiting from a new state initiative called the New Mexico Grown
Fruits and Vegetables for Senior Meals Program.

Through a new pilot program from the New Mexico Aging and Long-Term Services Department
(ALTSD), seniors who generally participate in congregate and home delivered meals at the 15
senior centers located in Sandoval, Socorro and San Juan counties have been enjoying the
bounties of New Mexico grown produce in the winter and spring. The pilot program is a
partnership between the ALTSD, Farm to Table a New Mexico non-profit organization, the New
Mexico Farmers’ Marketing Association, the three county senior services departments,
Agricultura Cooperative Network, and New Mexico farmers. The program was inspired by
Senator Liz Stefanics and Representative Gail Armstrong, avid supporters of senior and school
nutrition programs. The 2019 State Legislature approved $50,000 for the pilot program.

Within seven months, and despite the coronavirus, the three counties were able to purchase and
provide $50,000 of New Mexico grown fruits and vegetables through their meal programs. Since
the beginning of February, the three counties have served 101,800 meals including New Mexico
produce. The program was in its sixth week when the COVID-19 shut down senior centers. At
that point, the three counties were serving an average of just over 2,900 congregate meals at their
15 centers, and approximately 1,750 home delivered meals weekly. Once the COVID-19 shut
down public meal programs, senior centers across the state had to move to curbside pick-up by
seniors and home delivery. Home deliveries almost doubled across the three counties. Curbside
pick-up, though not every day still served almost 2,900 meals weekly.



The three county Senior Center Directors and partners continued to champion the NM Grown
Fruits and Vegetables for Senior Meals Program and were determined to make the program a
success. The program worked due to a strong partnership between Farm to Table and the New
Mexico Farmers Marketing Association, Value Chain Coordinate, Michael Vintecinque. The two
non-profit organizations coordinated between the ALTSD, the three counties, and farmers. The
pilot program was further supported by agency partners at the NM Department of Health’s
Farmers® Market Nutrition Program, Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities Program, and the NM
Department of Agriculture and Public Education Department Farm to School Program.

Meals prepared by the senior services included beautiful lettuce for Silverleaf Farm (Corrales),
tomatoes from Growing Opportunities (Velarde), apples from Wagner Farms (Corrales) and
Curby Orchards (Farmington), onions from Rancho La Joya (Velarde), blue corn atole from
Santa Cruz Farm (Espanola), chile and beans from the Rosales Farm (Socorro), a variety of
vegetables from Agricultura Cooperative Network (South Valley Albuquerque), winter squash,
carrots, and black beans from the Schwebach Farm (Moriarty), pinto beans from Graves Farm
(Roswell) and more.

Donald Ravizza, Sandoval County Senior Services Food and Nutrition Manager stated, “The
seniors love the program and can’t get enough of the beautiful lettuces and tomatoes”.

As food insecurity is prevalent in New Mexico and the state’s senior population is the second
fastest growing in the country, this is the most important time to make sure our seniors get the
best meals they can. At the same time, it is expanding business opportunities for New Mexico
farmers of all sizes and from across the state. The program proves that even under the most
difficult constraints, with strong partners, and good coordination, New Mexico farmers can
provide produce year-round.

The ALTSD and partners have committed to expansion of the New Mexico Grown Fruits and
Vegetables for Senior Meals Program statewide the New Mexico Grown Fruits and Vegetables
for Senior Meals Program and began coordination and outreach in July.

HiH

Partners in Lifelong Independence and Healthy Aging
PO Box 27118 e Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-7118
505-476-4799 o Toll-free 1-800-432-2080 » www.nmaging.state.nm.us
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