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Steps to Reaching a Final Settlement Agreement
• Federal Assessment Team 
• Federal Negotiation Team
• Negotiations with Pueblo/Tribe/Nation, United States and State
• Negotiations expanded to include local entities, acequias, irrigation 

districts, municipalities, cities, etc.
• Local Settlement Agreement signed by all Parties but for United States
• Parties draft Federal Legislation
• Review by Working Group and SIWRO
• Federal Legislation - introduced in House and Senate; Congressional 

Hearings
• Once passed by Congress – parties conform the Settlement Agreement
• Approval and signing of conformed Settlement Agreement by DOI
• Regular court adjudication process for entry of a Partial Final Judgment 

and Decree adjudicating the water rights within a stream system/basin 
and accepting the Settlement Agreement (includes inter se)

• State funding process – Indian Water Rights Settlement Fund
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Overview of  Water Rights Settlements with 
Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations

7 Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations have reached final settlements 
with Congressional, State, and Judicial Approval:
• Jicarilla Apache Water Rights Settlement 
• Taos/Abeyta Settlement Agreement
• Navajo San Juan Settlement Agreement
• Aamodt Settlement Agreement (Nambé, Pojoaque, Tesuque, 

San Ildefonso Pueblos)

One Tribal Water Right Claim Was Litigated to Final Judgment:
• Mescalero Apache Tribe (Rio Hondo/Pecos River Stream System)
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Recent Settlements Awaiting Congressional Action

• Rio San José Stream System
• Acoma Pueblo
• Laguna Pueblo
• Navajo Nation

• Jemez River Stream System 
• Zia Pueblo
• Jemez Pueblo

• Rio Chama Stream System (Ohkay Owingeh)
• Zuni River Stream System (Zuni Pueblo)
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Status of  Federal & State Future Funding Commitments
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Status of  Bills Relating to Previous Settlements
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Taos Pueblo/Abeyta Settlement Supplemental Funding Request
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Source of Funding Funding Amount Awarded Remaining

Federal Groundwater Development 
Contribution

$ 152,000,000 - $ 152,000,000

Federal Surface Water-Sharing Contribution $ 12,000,000 - $ 12,000,000

Federal Mutual Benefit Project Contribution 
(75%)

$ 129,000,000 - $ 129,000,000

State Mutual Benefit Project Contribution 
(25%)

$ 43,000,000 $ 16,400,000 $ 27,000,000

Total $ 336,000,000 $ 16,400,000 $ 320,000,000



2024 Special Appropriation Early Settlement Funding Awards
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2025 Special Appropriation Early Settlement Funding Awards
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Current Indian Water Rights 
Negotiations

Santa Cruz/Truchas Stream System 
• Ohkay Owingeh
• Santa Clara Pueblo

Middle Rio Grande
• Cochiti Pueblo
• Santo Domingo/Kewa Pueblo
• San Felipe Pueblo
• Santa Ana Pueblo
• Sandia Pueblo
• Isleta Pueblo

San Juan Stream System
• Ute Mountain Ute Tribe

Zuni River Stream System
• Navajo Nation
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Rio Grande Compact Status – Deliveries to Elephant Butte Reservoir

TX v NM Settlement does not 
change NM’s obligation to 
deliver to Elephant Butte 
Reservoir. 

In 2025 we increased our 
debit by 8,000 acre-feet.

Current compact status is -
132,000 acre-feet. 

New Mexico is in compliance. 
A compact violation occurs 
at -200,000 acre-feet.



Office of the State Engineer 
Bureau for Pueblos, Tribes, &  Nations:            
Nat Chakeres, General Counsel
Nathaniel.Chakeres@ose.nm.gov 

Lara Katz, Deputy General Counsel
Lara.Katz@ose.nm.gov 

Tomas Stockton, Technical Lead
Tomas.Stockton@ose.nm.gov 

Miguel Munoz, Paralegal
Miguel.Munoz@ose.nm.gov 

Interstate Stream Commission:
Hannah Riseley-White, Director
Hannah.Riseley-White@ose.nm.gov

Anne Maurer, Tribal Resources Technical Lead
Anne.Maurer@ose.nm.gov 

Kathryn Becker, Assistant General Counsel
Kathryn.Becker@ose.nm.gov 
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