Protecting the Espainola Basin Sole Source Aquifer

Hexavalent Chromium [Cr(VI)] Plume Contamination, Drinking-Water Security, and a State—Federal
Action Plan

Indian Affairs Committee Meeting ® 12 November 2026

Communities for Clean Water e Espanola Basin Sole Source Aquifer designation continuing support
30 minute briefing

Talavi Cook Chenoa Scippio
Communities for Clean Water Member Communities for Clean Water Member
Amigos Bravos Tewa Women United




..__.._:..lu. i Pl F Jo s sy ;
# .1 o IpaENE ./\ _

xw:e_.—u —..—k _r t . | “Answosh uot mewasy)
iﬁ_i ey . -

S_.:w.wmg:h_ﬁ_e:wo“cm_uu_umm_ﬁnuﬁw: 1B9d o
1VeNX] ©
JOJIUOIAl ©
~ 3
e sy ULk =
ey Jamod £0-VL
1 uoAue)

Blpues ojul pases|al
J9lem pajeulweiuo) o
S19M0] 3Ul|002 Ul

J031gI4ul UOISOJJI0D Se pasn
9lewWoJYdIp wnisseljod o
CLGIT9S56T - =<

WNIWOJYD) JUSJBABX3H JO 3SM 1UdLIN) pue 3sM) |edLI0ISIH



Espanola Basin Sole Source Aquifer

> Federally designated under Safe > Critical Drinking Water

Drinking Water Act §1424(e) in source
R, 2 > No reasonably available
[ : alternative source
o ; : > Vulnerable Hydrogeologic System
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Vales Caldera
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Sole Source Aquifer Designation Federal Qualifications

1. Enhanced EPA Sole
Source Aquifer
Compliance Review

Federal Funds
Federal approval

Federal permits

Y V VY

NEPA-triggered federal
review

B

Source: Congressional briefing binder, pp. 6-8.

2. EPA-Required
Mitigation Plans

Engineering redesign
Groundwater monitoring

Contingency groundwater
protections

Alternative water-supply
safeguards

Corrective action
frameworks

>

3. Historic _”mn_ma_/
&

Funding for Tribal
Municipal Mitigation

Tribal mitigation and
emergency water
management

Municipal drinking-water
protection

Replacement water-supply
assistance

Immediate remediation
support

Source-water protection
lanning |
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IONITORING EXISTS — BUT PROTECTION GAPS REMAIN

The Gap Is Regional Drinking-Water Protection

We are asking for support to identify and fund the protection gaps between
DOE's cleanup network and the drinking-water systems of the broader federal

designation Espainola Basin Sole Source Aquifer.

EPA Obligation

VN vy

Review
Evaluate
Enforce
Oversee

Consequences for the Funding Cut

>

Pueblo de San lldefonso will require mitigation support without federal funding

NMED will face technical and regulatory burdens without matched federal
resources

Municipal systems downstream lose access to emergency water supply grants
DOE may resist expanding or modifying the remedy due to cost

State and tribal governments will shoulder the financial burden unless Congress
restores funding or litigation compels DOE to act

RIO GRANDE
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Protection of Drinking Water: What Infrastructure Is Needed Now?

REGIONAL EARLY-WARNING NETWORK

>

Sentinel monitoring wells

Pueblo-controlled monitoring capability

Independent groundwater sampling

Updated hydrogeologic and plume
modeling

Publicly accessible monitoring data

Source: EBSSA presentation, pp. 10, 13; Congressional briefing binder, pp. 7-8.

DRINKING-WATER RESILIENCE

>

Redundant production wells

Treatment capability where needed

Emergency / backup water supply

Regional interconnections where feasible

Protection of recharge areas
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Proposed Joint Memorial Priorities

>

Identify where monitoring is inadequate - Ask NMED to coordinate an assessment of monitoring gaps,
protective measures, costs and responsible agencies.

Stronger chromium plume containment and remediation - Urge DOE to provide a comprehensive
accounting of current remediation performance, outstanding corrective actions, and measures necessary to
prevent further migration.

Independent review of monitoring well-construction and sampling reliability - Request evaluation of
monitoring-well construction, integrity, drilling and completion methods, and the representativeness of
groundwater samples, including consideration of concerns previously identified by the National Academies.

Fund better monitoring - Support sentinel wells, independent sampling, evaluation of well locations and
screened depths, and characterization of the plume’s horizontal and vertical extent.

Create legislative follow-through - Request NMED’s findings and funding recommendations within six
months of adoption.

Prepare water systems - Support drinking-water infrastructure resilience and emergency water-supply
planning.

Prepared from EBSSA community and congressional briefing materials.
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Advocacy Framework

LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENT LEGISLATIVE SESSION & FOLLOW-THROUGH

> Engage potential legislative partners to > Advance the joint memorial during the
initiate Legislative Council Services drafting, 2027 session, establish agency reporting
identify committee pathways, and finalize expectations, identify state and federal

the proposed joint memorial ahead of the

: funding opportunities, and maintain
2027 session

oversight of requested actions and
> Desired outcome: Identified legislative e ctnn andtions

champions, pathway for legislative action, : :
> Desired outcome: Coordinated effort that

and defined group of offices willing to : e
advances the most feasible legislative and

advance the effort : . ; .
funding actions while preserving record of

agency commitments and unresolved needs

Prepared from EBSSA community and congressional briefing materials.
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Thank You! Questions?

Talavi Cook, Amigos Bravos, tcook@amigosbravos.org
Chenoa Scippio, Tewa Women United, chenoa@tewawomenunited.org

Communities for Clean Water, communitiesforcleanwater@gmail.com

Resources

1-page briefing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VBwWO pR7KfFcmTzpoHtGezfnmgZYNLtY/view?usp=sharing

1-page fact sheet
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AENbr9Kxape46gRzMy0OGCleh6wnD-VWE/view?usp=sharing
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