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Goal: 
Determining boundaries of the area of 

each community land grant-merced 
where traditional use rights can be 

affirmed 



Traditional use rights 
• Land grant heirs used historic common lands as 
•  cleaning ditches and waterways  
• grazing animals 
• timber harvesting  
• herb gathering  
• religious and cultural use 
• hunting and fishing 
• recreation 
 



Best approximation of area 
where traditional use rights were 

exercised: 

The boundaries of historic common lands as. . . 
• documented in original petitions 
• claims presented to Surveyors General and Court of Private 

Land Claims (1854-1904), and 

areas used by heirs for traditional purposes, as 
documented in records and through oral histories 



Maps based on this methodology 
to be presented to U.S. Forest 
Service, BLM, federal agencies 

• Land grants to negotiate renewed access to historic 
common lands for traditional use rights 

• Maps prepared by UNM-LGSP may serve this purpose 



Mapping project phases 
• Phase 1:  Petitioner documents and developing a set 

of rules to apply consistently on interpretation of 
boundaries (concluded 2011) 

• Phase 2: (To be concluded July 2012) Incorporation 
of heirs oral history information 

• Phase 3: (2012-2014): Incorporation of additional 
archival information and GPS field work on historic 
boundaries 



Selection of 15 (out of 26)  
phase 2 maps 

• Module 1: Sandoval 7 
• Module 2: Land grants with patented and historic 

boundaries that match closely 
• Module 3: Misinterpreted historic boundaries 

restricted size of patent 
• Module 4: Other land grants 

 



MODULE 1: 
Four land grants from Sandoval 7 











MODULE 2:  
Land grants with historic and 

patented boundaries that match 
closely 









MODULE 3: 
Land grants in which 

misinterpreted historic 
boundaries restricted the size of 

the patent 











MODULE 4: 
OTHER GRANTS 











24 Land Grants 
 (Torreón and San Antonio del Río Colorado excluded) 

Historic Acreage 

 

 

4,179,434 ac. 

Patented Acreage 

 

 

2,581,080 ac. 

38% land loss 



Federal lands included in these maps that are 
subject to discussion re traditional use access 

United States Forest Service 
 

 

921,436.18 ac. 

 

 

 

Bureau of Land Management 
 

 

107,662.5 ac. 

 

 

 

22% of Historic Boundaries 3% of Historic Boundaries 
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