
Accom
plishm

ents
First Year

Advance a diverse, w
ell-com

pensated and 
credentialed early childhood w

orkforce  
PreK

 parity for private sector teachers –
 EC

EC
D

 is closing the pay gap betw
een 

preK teachers in the private sector and educators w
ith equal credentials and 

qualifications w
orking in public education. 

B
ilingual endorsem

ent incentive –
 To increase the num

ber of bilingual educators 
serving N

ew
 M

exico’s linguistically diverse com
m

unities, EC
EC

D
 is off

ering one 
tim

e pay bonuses to early childhood educators w
ho have earned a bilingual 

endorsem
ent from

 an accredited language program
 or tribal authority.  

Pueblo C
ohort –

 EC
EC

D
 is supporting a cohort of w

om
en from

 various Pueblos 
on an AA track to get their early childhood degree at the Southw

est Indian 
Polytechnic Institute.  

W
age Supplem

ent Program
 –

 D
espite the essential nature of their w

ork, 
early childhood professionals are am

ong the low
est paid w

orkers. EC
EC

D
 has 

im
plem

ented a w
age supplem

ent program
 to ensure that educators earn a living 

w
age that can support their ow

n fam
ilies. 

Scholarship Program
 –

 To increase the pool of highly-qualified educators, 
EC

EC
D

 off
ers generous scholarships to early childhood professionals seeking 

certifications and advanced degrees in early childhood education from
 any of 

N
ew

 M
exico’s institutions of higher learning.  

Innovative Pathw
ays –

 EC
EC

D
 secured a $7 m

illion special appropriation 
to build the capacity of higher education institutions to recruit and support 
bilingual and indigenous educators and develop clear pathw

ays to accelerated 
early childhood credentials and degrees. 

G
row

 Investm
ents  

Early Childhood Trust Fund – W
ith bipartisan 

support, G
overnor M

ichelle Lujan G
risham

 enacted 
the Early C

hildhood Trust Fund to distribute funds 
annually to EC

EC
D
. The fund disbursed the first 

$20 m
illion of the $300 m

illion fund in FY 2022.   

Achieve Equity   
EC

EC
D

 w
orked collaboratively w

ith the
N

ew
 M

exico C
enter on Law

 and Poverty 
and O

LÉ to settle a law
suit that claim

ed 
that the prior adm

inistration had been 
w

rongfully denying child care assistance 
to som

e fam
ilies. EC

EC
D

 has rectified the 
issues, expanded child care assistance 
eligibility, and resolved the law

suit w
ith 

no cost to N
ew

 M
exico taxpayers. 

EC
EC

D
 established tribal liaisons to 

enhance collaboration and strengthen early childhood services 
w

ith the Tribes, Pueblos and N
ations.  

In collaboration w
ith the N

ew
 M

exico Indian Aff
airs D

epartm
ent, 

EC
EC

D
 has begun consultation w

ith the 23 Pueblos, Tribes and 
N

ations of N
ew

 M
exico to give an orientation on the EC

EC
D

’s 
program

s and services and obtain a deeper understanding of 
their respective visions for children PN

-5.  

EC
EC

D
 developed an Equity Agenda Action Plan to establish 

regional Equity C
ouncils that inform

 the departm
ent’s 

governance and financing strategies.  

The departm
ent created the Sow

ing Seeds Project, a digital 
capacity building w

orkshop that helps tribal com
m

unities 
create curricula infused w

ith their values, culture, and language.

Passage of the Perm
anent Land G

rant Fund –
 

D
uring the 2021 legislative session, G

overnor 
M

ichelle Lujan G
risham

 signed H
JR1, a bill that 

allocates a sm
all portion of the Land G

rand 
Perm

anent Fund to m
ake sustainable investm

ents 
in early childhood program

s and services. 

C
O

V
ID

-19 Federal relief –
 EC

EC
D

 took 
decisive action to disburse federal relief 
resources through subsidies and grants to 
child care providers that enabled them

 to 
keep their doors open through the public 
health crisis. 

G
eneral Fund - Secured a $191.5 m

illion budget to support key agency priorities



900
CCD

F participants 2200
child care assistance refferals

48m
il

Social M
edia im

pressions

W
orking w

ith partners M
ediaD

esk, U
N

M
 Fam

ily D
evelopm

ent 
Program

, U
nited W

ay of C
entral N

ew
 M

exico, and N
ew

 M
exico 

PBS, EC
EC

D
 created M

om
ents Together, a fully bilingual, 

aw
ard-w

inning public education cam
paign to help equip 

N
ew

 M
exico fam

ilies w
ith sim

ple tools and activities to aid in 
their child’s developm

ent and connect them
 w

ith im
portant 

supports like child care assistance. From
 June 2020 through 

June 2021, over 62,000 unique users have accessed resources 
on the M

om
ents Together w

ebsite. Through traditional, social, 
and digital advertising, the cam

paign has garnered over 48 m
illion 

im
pressions. Additionally, M

om
ents Together has referred over 2200 

fam
ilies to the child care assistance eligibility w

ebsite.  

Enhance Authentic Collaboration  

Accom
plishm

ents
First Year

Fulfilling a signature cam
paign 

prom
ise ahead of schedule, the 

Lujan G
risham

 adm
inistration has 

nearly doubled N
M

 PreK enrollm
ent, 

achieving 80 percent access to full day 
PreK in the first three years, and has 
expanded access to 3-year-old PreK 
as w

ell.  

ECECD
 has expanded its hom

e visiting 
program

 to serve m
ore fam

ilies and 
counties throughout N

ew
 M

exico. 

ECECD
 m

ade N
ew

 M
exico the 

first state in the country to use a 
sophisticated new

 cost estim
ation 

m
odel to set child care subsidy 

paym
ents based on the true costs of 

providing high quality child care. These 
increased rates w

ill help essential 
child care businesses im

prove the 
quality of their program

s, pay m
ore 

com
petitive salaries, and expand 

their businesses to m
eet the needs 

of fam
ilies in their neighborhoods and 

com
m

unities. 

Using funds from
 the Am

erican 
Rescue Plan, ECECD

 is raising incom
e 

eligibility for child care assistance from
 

200 percent of federal poverty level 
to 350 percent – the single largest 
expansion in the program

’s history. 

The departm
ent com

pleted the 
Statew

ide Infant Early Childhood 
M

ental H
ealth Consultation Report 

and Three-Year Plan in 2021, laying 
the groundw

ork for a robust IECM
H

 
consultation program

 that provides 
child focused care em

bedded in early 
childhood care and education settings. 

Increase Access 
and Q

uality  

62k
M

om
entsnm

.org U
sers

EC
EC

D
 rem

ains a strong partner w
ith the N

ew
 M

exico H
ead Start grantees and 

the N
ew

 M
exico H

ead Start Association, establishing quarterly m
eetings w

ith 
the H

ead Starts to w
ork at a state to local level to achieve our com

m
on goal of 

ensuring all children are thriving. 

EC
EC

D
 instituted a w

eekly statew
ide early childhood com

m
unity call to inform

 
and update the early childhood com

m
unity at the onset of the C

O
VID

-19 health 
em

ergency. The calls continue as a biw
eekly com

m
unity engagem

ent strategy to 
solicit feedback, dissem

inate inform
ation, and share resources. 

The N
ew

 M
exico C

hild C
are and D

evelopm
ent Fund (C

C
D

F) –
 

9 regional m
eetings and 17 stakeholder m

eetings w
here held. 

C
lose to 900 individuals from

 around the state participated. 

EC
EC

D
 has established 

a w
orking partnership 

w
ith the Indian Education 

Advisory C
ouncil, w

hich 
convenes quarterly to advise 
the EC

EC
D

 Secretary and 
Assistant Secretary. 

The EC
EC

D
 Tribal Liaisons 

and the Assistant Secretary 
actively participate on 

the N
avajo N

ation Early 
C

hildhood C
ollaborative call 

and aid in the nation’s early 
childhood strategic planning.  


