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Medication Assisted Treatment in County 
Detention Facilities 

(LHHS August 1, 2024) 
 

Ongoing Training Efforts Since 2019 

RISE Counties 

Accreditation Standards 

• Intake screen now explicitly requires inquiry into “including whether the detainee has 
been prescribed medications for opioid use disorder (such as methadone, 
buprenorphine, buprenorphine-naloxone, or injectable naltrexone)” (MM-30). 

• The detox standard now provides that the facility must provide evidence-based 
medication assisted detox (MM-39). 

• New Medication for Opioid Use Disorder standard (Added as MM-44) provides that 
the medical provider shall evaluate all detainees for continuation of established MAT 
treatment and shall continue treatment as recommended by the medical provider. 
 

Training Videos for Adults and Youth in custody www.nmcounties.org/video/ 
 

 

http://www.nmcounties.org/video/
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Program Overview 
This ECHO program is designed to engage medical and allied health providers who work in 
county detention centers with detainees who have opioid use disorders. The goal is to 
educate and support providers as they learn to manage detainees who would benefit from 
medications for opioid use disorders (MOUD). The series will run from July 2024 through the 
first week of January 2025 and is open to medical and allied health providers and 
administrators working in county detention settings.  
 
Session Details 
Meets every 2nd and 4th Friday from 12 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. MT 
 
Focus Area 
Providing education and support to medical and allied health professionals caring for 
detainees with opioid use disorders who are residing in county detention centers. 
 
Target Audience 
Medical and allied health professionals working in county detention centers and detention 
administrator. 
 
Accreditation Information 
This ECHO session is accredited by the Joint Accreditation Office (JAO). 
 
Certification & Credits 
We offer Medical and Physician Assistant Continuing Medical Education (CME) units, 
Nursing Continuing Education Units (CEU), and Continuing Pharmacy Education units (CPE). 
 
Contact Information 
Email the MOUD in County Detention Centers team @ MOUDECHO@salud.unm.edu  
 
Partner Acknowledgement 
Project ECHO wishes to acknowledge support from the New Mexico Association of 
Counties. 

Where:
Online via Zoom

When:
2nd & 4th Friday of
each month
12 p.m.-1 p.m. MT

Who:
Medical and allied health
care providers and
administrators working in
county detention centers

SAVE THE DATE:
NM Detention Centers Substance Use Treatment ECHO
Launching July 12 th!
Learn to manage patients in the detention center environment who
use opioids and other substances. Learn how to prescribe
medications for opioid use disorder (MOUD) and other medications to
treat substance use disorders. Engage with substance use treatment
experts and become an expert yourself while earning free CME
credits!

Project ECHO has been teaching and supporting primary care
providers in caring for patients who use substances for many years.
You can learn to effectively treat patients in the detention center
environment, and Project ECHO is here to support you along the way

Register

For more information please Email:
MOUDECHO@salud.unm.edu.

NM Detention Medical Provider ECHO 
 

mailto:MOUDECHO@salud.unm.edu
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59 Active Participants 
37.7 Average Attendance 

30 Participant Learning Sites 
 

RSS909: NM Detention Center Substance Use Treatment ECHO Curriculum 
 

NM Detention Center Substance Use Treatment ECHO Curriculum 
2nd and 4th Friday of the Month from 12:00-1:00 pm MT 

July 12, 2024 Intro to ECHO & Opioid Withdrawal 
Management Nate Birnbaum, MD 

July 26, 2024 Introduction to Buprenorphine Initiation Caitlin F Bonney, MD 

August 9, 2024 Methadone and Naltrexone Nate Birnbaum, MD 

August 23, 2024 Screening for OUD Alexandra Ninneman, MD 

Sept. 13, 2024 Neurobiology of Addiction – OUD as a 
Brain Disease Monserrat Orozco 

Sept. 27, 2024 Systems Changes, Key Roles & 
Partnerships Nate Birnbaum, MD 

Oct. 11, 2024 Jail MOUD: Best Med Practices for 
Continuity Alexandra Ninneman, MD 

Oct. 25, 2024 Legal Requirements of MOUD Grace Philips 

Nov. 8, 2024 Diversion & Security Dr. Elizabeth Evans & 
Ed Hayes 

Nov. 22, 2024 Behavioral Health Interventions Kathryn Lenberg, MPH, PhD 

Dec. 13, 2024 Reentry Dr. Lisa Puglisi 

Jan 10, 2024 Evaluation & Sustainability Tom Senst & 
Dr. Peter Friedman 
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County Data 

• 20 of 25 detention facilities utilize an electronic medical record 
• 12 require their contractors to comply with Adult Detention Professional Standards 
• 22 report active collaboration with the local NMDOH office (STD testing and vaccination, 

TB, Flu, education) 
• All provide for Narcan Distribution 
• 18 report providing Suboxone 
• 1 on site and 3 use a local clinic to provide methadone 
• Only 1 county reports billing Medicaid for MOUD medication  

 

Cost of Detention 

In FY2023 the 25 counties that operate adult detention facilities collectively spent $336.8 
million on personnel, operations, capital, and medical for their jails. 

 

 

  

General Fund 
Budget, 

$1,100,621,272

Total Detention 
Costs 336,794,270 

Expenditures
$336.8

89%

Federal
$23.3

6%

Out-of-
County

$8.9
3%

Municipal
$3.5
1%

State
$4.6
1%

Other
$40.3
11%

Counties’ projected detention budget for FY2024 is more than $383 million. 
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 Shortfall in State Funding 

 
5-year State reimbursement shortfall = $26,568,825 

 

What can you do? 

 Support fully funding state’s obligation in Inmate Reimbursement Fund 
 Allow people in recovery to work in medical profession 
 Expand RISE funding 
 Help us access Medicaid funding for medications (17 counties have separate   

  pharmacy contracts) and treatment 

 
Contact 
 

Grace Philips, Risk Management Director, NM Counties 
gphilips@nmcounties.org | 505.690.6319 

mailto:gphilips@nmcounties.org
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