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Source: https://docs.pogo.org/report/2025/census-matters/2025-Census-

Matters-Fact-Sheet-New-Mexico.pdf

Why the Census Matters 
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• Political Representation

• Data

• Billions of Federal Dollars



4Source: https://gwipp.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs6111/files/downloads/IPP-1819-3%20CountingforDollars_NM.pdf
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Source: 

https://gwipp.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs6111/files/downloads/GWIPP%20Reamer%20Fiscal%20Impacts%20of%20Census%20Un

dercount%20on%20FMAP-based%20Programs%2003-19-18.pdf



Why States Invest in the Census

➢ “While the Census itself is the responsibility of the federal 
government, local and state governments have a vested 
interest in supporting these efforts to ensure their 
communities are fairly and accurately counted.”*

➢ “New Mexico is the hardest-to-count state in the contiguous 
United States, with over 42% of the state population living in 
designated hard-to-count areas.”*

❖ New Mexico invested $11.8 million in the 2020 Census
• Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) program

• New Mexico invested $300,000 in LUCA for the 2020 Census
 (New Mexico also invested $300,000 for LUCA in 2010)

• Complete Count Committees
• New Mexico invested $11,500,000 for the 2020 Census
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*https://gps.unm.edu/assets/documents/census/nm-complete-count-commission-2020-report.pdf



7



Outline

• Why states invest in the Census

• The 2020 Census in New Mexico

• Preparing for the 2030 Census

• Questions

8



Local Update of Census Addresses
• The Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) program is the Census Bureau's 
once-a-decade opportunity for tribal, state, and local governments to review and 
improve the Census Bureau's residential address list before the decennial 
count.

• If an address isn't on the Census Bureau's list, no questionnaire is delivered, no 
enumerator follows up, and that household is unlikely to get counted.

• New Mexico invested $300,000 in LUCA for both the 2010 and 2020 Censuses.

• In 2018, New Mexico submitted over 100,000 address additions or corrections.
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/luca.html


❑ In 2025, a LUCA working group that included 
Census Bureau staff closely examined 
communities where LUCA submissions were 
believed to have made a significant impact on 
the 2020 count. 

❑ New Mexico submitted tribal area case 
studies for consideration.

❑ Tribal Areas have a long history of undercount 
for reasons that include
o Non-standard addressing
o Field work limitations 
o Language and cultural barriers
o Distrust of federal government

Acoma Pueblo, New Mexico

Source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/rock_creek/2965844074/in/photostream/

LUCA Case Study – New Mexico Tribal Lands
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/rock_creek/2965844074/in/photostream/


Navajo Hogan
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Navajo_Nation,_Az_Hwy_160
_8-2008_%285946900627%29.jpg 

In one tribal community, more than one in ten housing 
units counted in the 2020 Census were the result of 
the state’s LUCA submission.

Recipe for LUCA Success based on this case study:

 Funding from the state and local foundations 
+ Local knowledge from Tribal and local governments
+ Technical Expertise from the State
=Impactful LUCA submissions

LUCA in New Mexico 
Tribal Areas
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Both reports available at: https://gps.unm.edu/pop/2020census.html#collapseReports
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, and Legislators



Allocation of Funds
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Complete Count Commission Outreach Tactics
•Traditional Media (earned and paid)

•Social media (paid and organic)

•Billboards

•Digital advertising

•Phone banking

•Text messaging

•Mailings and flyers

•Spanish, Vietnamese, and Native language materials

•Census in Schools program

•Gift cards and other incentives

•Access to broadband hotspots and laptops for self-response

•Tabling at state and county fairs, high school basket tournaments, and other events

•Door knocking campaign (cancelled due to Covid-19)

15



2020 Census Results

The accuracy of a census at the state level is measured in 
two key ways:

• Comparison with Population Estimates 

• Post-Enumeration Survey
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2020 Census Count 

Compared with 

2020 Population Estimates

NM 2020 Count: 2,117,522

NM V2020 Population Estimate: 2,106,319

 

Difference of 11,203 or +0.5%



2020 Post-
Enumeration Survey 
Net Error by State
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Source Table: 

https://data.census.gov/table/DECENNIALPES2020.G_STATES?g=010XX00US$0400000&y=2020&d=DEC+Decenni

al+Post-Enumeration+Survey

• New Mexico had the lowest 

absolute net error of any 

state!

• This was due in part to high 

but off-setting rates of 

omissions and duplications



2020 Post-
Enumeration Survey 
Net Error by State
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"In regards to an accurate count of 

the number of residents in a given 

state, NM had the most 

accurate count in the nation. However, 

nationwide, the demographic makeup of 

US residents undercounted Hispanics, 

American Indians, and Blacks. While we 

don't know what if any demographic-

based undercount happened in NM, we 

can presume that there was some 

undercounting of certain demographics 

and some overcounting of others."

New Mexico Department of Finance and 

Administration Press Release June 8, 

2022
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2030/planning-management/plan/2030-census-operational-plan.html
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May 2027
LUCA Invitation, 

Training and 
Preparation Begins

Late 2029
Peak Production Begins

2028
Conduct 

2028 Census Test

2026
Conduct 

2026 Census Test

March 2028
LUCA Review Ends

2030
2030 Census 

Response Begins

2030 Census: Where Are We Now

2027 2028 2029 2030 20312026

December 31, 2030
Deliver 

Apportionment 
Counts to the 

President

April 1, 2030
Census Day

Fall 2027
LUCA Review Begins

Note: The events/activities and dates on this timeline are subject to change.
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https://gps.unm.edu/assets/documents/census/nm-complete-

count-commission-2030-recommendations-report.pdf



NM 2020 Complete Count Commission 
Recommendation #1 Start Early

• “Provide early support and financial investments.”
• Local Update of Census Addresses (Funding would be for FY28)

• Complete Count Commission (Funding would be for FY29 and FY30)

• “Build coalitions and partnerships in preparation for Census 
outreach.”

• “Develop a state-tribal partnership and plan.”
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https://gps.unm.edu/assets/documents/census/nm-complete-count-

commission-2030-recommendations-report.pdf



NM 2020 Complete Count Commission 
Recommendation #2. Invest in 
Accurate Addresses

• “Fund the Local Update of Census Address Program (LUCA)”
• LUCA ensures that the census bureau has a complete, accurate and up-to-date list of all 

residential addresses in New Mexico

• $300,000 was appropriated for LUCA in 2008 and 2018

•  “The next Governor should appoint a qualified, LUCA liaison to work on 
behalf of the state in early 2027.”
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https://gps.unm.edu/assets/documents/census/nm-complete-count-commission-2030-

recommendations-report.pdf
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