Before the COVID-19 pandemic reached New Mexico,
the state had just begun to make critical investments
in our families and children after a decade of stingy
spending had driven us to last in the nation for child
well-being. COVID-19 is threatening this progress and
has quickly exacerbated existing disparities along
racial and economic lines, with people of color and
families earning low incomes disproportionately
impacted. Even as the state grapples with the
pandemic and loss of revenue from the resulting
economic recession, lawmakers must maintain
funding for key health, education, and public safety
services for all families, and safety net programs for
the children and families who are hurting the most.

The Impact of COVID-19
on Children’'s Well-Being
IN New Mexico

ECONOMIC INSECURITY

* 51% of New Mexican adults in households with
children have lost employment income since
March."

o At least 38,000 children were excluded from
receiving a stimulus payment because a family
member was an immigrant without
documentation.?

HOUSING INSECURITY

» 26% of New Mexican adults in renter households
with children were unable to make last month’s
rent payment; compared to 12% of adults in
households without children.®

FOOD INSECURITY

» Over a five-week period, an average of 17% of
New Mexican adults in households with children
lacked food sometimes or often.*

» As many as 34% of New Mexico children are
projected to be food insecure in 2020 as a result
of COVID-19. In 2018 that rate was 24%.°

Half of New Mexican adults in
households with children have lost
employment income since March.’

51%



MORE THAN 1/2

OF NEW MEXICO STUDENTS WERE
NOT PARTICIPATING IN DISTANCE
LEARNING BY THE END OF THE
2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR."®
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