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Project Summary 

515 mile transmission project in New Mexico and Arizona 
Possible configurations are two 500 KV AC lines, or one AC and  

one DC 500 kV lines 

Brings high-quality renewable energy to western markets 
Obtained Declaratory Order from FERC in May 2011 

BLM Issued a Record of Decision on January 23, 2015 
Letter of Intent with First Wind (now owned by SunEdison) for up 

to 1,500 MW of transmission capacity 

Total capital cost estimated at $2 billion 

Commercial operation expected by 2020 
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All Alternatives Studied 
(2009-2014) 
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BLM Approved Route 
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BLM Cooperating Agencies 
1. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

2. Department of Defense, Energy Siting Clearinghouse, Office of the Deputy Under Secretary 
(Installations and Environment) 

3. Department of the Army, Fort Bliss 

4. Department of the Army, White Sands Missile Range 

5. Department of the Army, Fort Huachuca 

6. U.S. Air Force, Holloman Air Force Base 

7. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

8. National Park Service 

9. Bureau of Indian Affairs 

10. New Mexico State Land Office 

11. New Mexico Spaceport Authority 

12. Arizona State Land Department 

13. Arizona Game and Fish Department 

14. Arizona Department of Transportation 
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Project Concept to Operation 
14 Years + 

 Concept emerges in regional planning  Starting 2006 

 Sponsors sign MOA  April 2008 

 Submit BLM SF-299 ROW Application Sept 2008 

 Initiate Scoping  May 2009 

 Draft EIS   May 2012 

 Final EIS   June 2013 

 EA and FONNSI  Dec 2014 

 Record of Decision  Jan 2015 

 State permits  Q4 2015 

 Financial Close  2017-2018 

 Final Design, ROW Acquisition,         2016-2020 
Procurement, Construction 

 COD   2020 

 

Pre-Permitting 
2 years 

Federal Permitting 
6 years (estimate)  

State Permitting 
1 year (estimate) 

MILESTONE DATE DURATION 
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DOD Mitigation Proposal to Resolve Conflicts with 
Military Operations 

 5/27/2014 letter from Secretary Hagel to Secretary Jewell approves the BLM’s 
PAR if SunZia accommodates the following mitigation commitments: 

1. Hold Harmless mutual covenants; 

2. Close coordination and non-interference with WSMR testing activities; 

3. Micro-siting of tower locations; and 

4. Undergrounding up to three segments accumulating to a total of five miles 

 Agreement to these terms will allow DoD to rescind its prior objection to the 
BLM’s PAR 

 BLM conducted an EA to review/assess the environmental impacts of 500 kV 
underground line construction along the BLM PAR.  BLM issued a Finding of No 
New Significant Impact as a result of this analysis. 

 This is a unique circumstance and underground construction is not standard 
for long distance EHV transmission projects 
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1. Hold Harmless Clause 

Negotiated with DoD, a Hold Harmless Clause for 
incorporation in the BLM ROW Agreement 

 
SunZia will hold the US government harmless against any tort 

claims should the transmission facility be damaged by military 
testing performed in the Northern Call Up Area 
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2. Non-Interference with WSMR Activities 

Currently drafting a Memorandum of Agreement with the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) that: 

 
~ Establishes coordination procedures between SunZia and 

WSMR to prevent transmission construction and 
maintenance work from interfering with scheduled military 
testing activities performed in the Northern Call Up Area 

 
~ Establishes points of contact and emergency access protocols 

during military testing events 
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3. Micrositing of tower locations 

SunZia agreed to allow WSMR to review the final design and 
locations of the project facilities within the Northern Call Up 
Area 

 
This agreement will be made part of the Memorandum of 

Agreement previously discussed 
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Underground Segments 
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500 kV Underground Cable 
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Excerpt from DoD Report on the Impact of the SunZia Project 
on Current and Future Capabilities of WSMR 

(February 2015)  

Source:   Department of Defense, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition,  Technology, and 
 Logistics Report on the Impact of the SunZia Southwest Transmission Project on Current and Future 
 Capabilities of White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico 
 Pursuant to pages 327-330 of the Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying the Carl   
 Levin and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015  
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Tom Wray 

twray@southwesternpower.com  

mailto:twray@southwesternpower.com
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