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Project Summary 

515 mile EHV transmission project 

Two 500 kV lines rated at 3,000 MW of total capacity 

Enables high-quality renewable energy to AZ and CA markets 

 Improves reliability by 4 planned connections to existing grid 

Total capital cost is estimated at $2 billion 

One of 7 RRTT pilot projects selected by the Administration 

Commercial operation expected as early as 2017 

LOI with First Wind that is planning up to 1,500 MW of wind 
generation in central New Mexico 
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Shell Wind Energy 

Project Sponsors 

Salt River Project  

Tucson Electric Power  

Tri-State G&T 

SouthWestern Power/ 
MMR Group 
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Proposed Facilities 

Configuration Options: 

~ Two 500 kV AC lines (3,000 MW)  

~ OR one 500 kV AC and one 500 kV DC line (4,500 MW) 



5 SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT               October 9, 2013 

 
 

Final EIS Preferred Route 
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Economic Impacts during Construction in New Mexico 

Construction jobs are measured in man-years 
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Economic Impacts during O&M in New Mexico 
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Local Support for SunZia in NM 

A selection of local resolutions/support letters: 
 

 August 1, 2012  City of Deming, NM Mayor letter 

 July 8, 2013  City of Deming, NM Resolution No. 13-30 

 July 16, 2013  Sierra County, NM Resolution No. 102-019 

 July 16, 2013  Lincoln County, NM Resolution No. 2013-5 

 July 17, 2013  Hidalgo County, NM Resolution No. 2013-20 

 August 8, 2013  Luna County, NM Resolution No. 13-39 

 August 27, 2013 Grant County, NM Resolution No. R-13-58 
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Major Milestones - Completed 

Date Milestone 

May 2009 Published Notice of Intent (NOI) for BLM to prepare EIS 

June 2009 – June 2010 Public Scoping on Project Alternatives 

March 2011 
WECC granted Phase 3 status, which affirmed the project’s 
transfer capacity at 3,000 MWs for (2) 500kV AC lines 

May 2011 Declaratory Order from FERC  

October 2011 
Selected as a pilot project for the Federal Rapid Response Team 
for Transmission (RRTT) 

November 2011 Commenced anchor tenant process  

May 2012 Draft EIS issued 

June 2013 Final EIS issued 

August 2013 Signed LOI with First Wind for up to 1,500 MW of capacity 
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Major Milestones - Future 

Estimated Date Milestone 

Q4 2013 BLM Record of Decision 

2013-2014 Customers & PPAs 

2014 
Arizona – Certificate of Environmental Compatibility 
New Mexico – Location Control Permit 

2014-2015 
Arizona State Land Department Right-of-Way 
New Mexico State Land Office Right-of-Way 
Private Right-of-Way 

2015-2017 Construction 

2017/2018 Operation 
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Why SunZia? 

Provides NM with needed transmission investment 

Enables 3,000 MW of renewable energy generation 

Generation benefits = 4x to 7x transmission benefits 

Can provide broadband telecom to rural NM 

Paid for by private sector capital & users of SunZia’s energy 

Adds new jobs and investment in NM without diminishing 
the military’s presence 
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SunZia Attributes 

Provides access to low-cost, high-quality renewable energy 

Highly experienced, local development team 

Supportive partnership of utilities & independents 

Large, positive economic impacts in AZ & NM 

 Improves reliability of the regional grid 

Supported by AZ & NM Governors 

Well-received by AZ & NM Regulators 

LOI with First Wind as anchor tenant for 1,500 MW 

Most advanced independent transmission project in NM 
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For more information, please visit: 

Tom Wray, Project Manager 

E-mail: twray@southwesternpower.com  

Phone: (602) 808-2004 

mailto:twray@southwesternpower.com
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Supplemental Slides 
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  All Routes Considered by the BLM 
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Cooperating Agencies in the EIS Process 

 
Federal Agencies: 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
• Fort Bliss McGregor Range 
• Fort Huachuca Army Base 
• White Sands Missile Range 
• Holloman Air Force Base 
• U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
• National Park Service 
• Department of Defense Siting  
 Clearinghouse 
• Bureau of Indian Affairs 

State Agencies: 
• Arizona State Land 

Department  
• Arizona Game & Fish 

Department 
• Arizona Department of 

Transportation 
• New Mexico State Land Office 
• New Mexico Spaceport 

Authority 
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RRTT Pilot Projects 
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Project Description 

Typical right-of-way widths for both 
lines is 400 to 1,000 ft depending on 
the terrain  

Typical distance between structures 
is 1,400 to 1,600 ft (3 -4 structures 
per mile)  

Typical tower heights are 135 ft, 
depending on distances between 
structures and terrain 
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SouthWestern Power Group 

Independent developer of utility-scale generation and transmission 
in the Desert Southwest 

Project Manager/Developer of SunZia 

Staff of 10, based in Phoenix, in business for 12 years 

Major References: 

~ 2,400 MW CCGT Panda Gila River power plant (in operation) 

~ 1,000 MW CCGT Bowie Power Station (permitted) 

~ 600 MW Lignite CFB Rockdale Power Plant (in operation) 

~ 140 MW Solar PV power project (in construction) 

Owned by MMR Group in Baton Rouge, LA 
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MMR Group 

Construction services firm based in Baton Rouge, LA 

22 offices in USA, Canada & overseas 

In business +25 years; owned by senior management 

Approximately 5,000 employees 

Electrical & Instrumentation specialty 

Industrial markets only: power, oil & gas, process, etc. 

Built over 30,000 MWs of generation 


