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Water Trust Board                          
Water Project Fund Loan & Grant 
Program

WTB & NMFA 72-4A-9 To provide funding for water use 
efficiency, resource 
conservation and protection and 
fair distribution of scarce 
resources. To provide loans for 
water projects where there are 
sufficient funds to repay laon. 
To provide grants for 
projectsthat demonstrate 
economic need & inability to 
afford debt financing.

Entities include : municipalities, counties, 
irrigation districts, conservancy districts, 
associations organized  and existing pursuant to 
Sanitary Projects Act, recognized Indian nations, 
tribes and pueblos                                                 
Enitites must : submit applications for projects 
related to urgently needed storage, conveyance 
& water delivery, ESA implementation, 
watershed management and restoration, flood 
prevention and conservation measures and 
must have project approved by legislature, have 
been identified for implementation of a regional 
water plan that is accepted by the ISC and that 
have matching contributions from federal or 
local funding sources.   

Projects related to storage, 
conveyance & water 
delivery, ESA 
implementation, watershed 
management and 
restoration,  flood 
prevention and 
conservation measures    

State Funds & 
Loan Proceeds

$4 million Water 
Trust Fund + 

10% STB 
Distribution ~$26 

million

~ Application for 
projects are due in 
the Fall                   
~ NMFA makes 
recommendations 
to WTB on type of 
assistance to offer 
applicant            

~ NMFA evaluates applicants for 
financial, administrative and technical 
capacity                                                    
~ NMFA forwads applications to WTB

Drinking Water State Revolving 
Loan Fund (DWSRLF)

NMFA 6-21A-1 through 6-
21A-9

To improve drinking water 
systems & DW quality.

Entities include:  municipality, county, 
incorporated county, water and or sanitation 
dist., private or public water cooperative or 
association or any similar organization, private 
or public water system or nonprofit non-
community water system or any other agency 
created pursuant to a joint  powers agreement 
acting onbehalf of any entity with a publicly 
ownwed drinking water system or  water supply 
system that qualifies as a community water 
system or non-community system as defined by 
the SDWA.                                                            
Entities must:  appear on the State’s Priority List 
for the proposed project as determined by the 
New Mexico Environment Department’s Drinking 
Water Bureau. Public environmental review 
required.  

Funds may be used for 
construction and 
professional costs 
associated with the project; 
projects must be on the 
NMED Comprehensive 
Priority List and be 
evaluated through the 
Capacity  Assessment 
process.    

EPA 
capitalization 
grants with 20% 
state match 

~ $20 million ~ Based upon the state's receipt of 
annual funding from EPA and available 
to communities ready and able to 
undertake debt for their projects on the 
priority list.                                                
~ Up to 20 years for regular loans and 
up to 30 years for loans to severely 
disadvantaged communities, as 
determined by NMFA.                        ~ 
0% for disadvantaged community water 
systems (up to $600,000), 2% for other 
public water systems; 3% for non-profit 
water systems and 4% for private water 
systems.                                                   
~ Below-market funding and technical 
assistance available for qualified 
drinking water projects.  

Water / Wastewater Planning 
Fund Grant

NMFA 6-21-6.4 To asssit communities by 
funding studies & analysis to 
determine alternetives and 
costs associated with water & 
wastewater projects.  

Entities include:  state agency or institution, 
municipality, school district, community water 
association or an Indian nation, tribe or pueblo.   
Enitites must:  submit application to NMFA, 
match grant based on sliding scale. Must have 
legislative authorization or certifications from 
NMED that the projects constitute an emergency 
based on imminent threats to public safety or 
health from unforeseeable circumstances or 
events

$25,000 per 12 month 
period per entity. Some 
emergency grants awarded; 
local ability to pay is 
assessed and local match 
normally required except for 
emergencies.   

Bonds & 
Legislative 
appropriations

~$4 million ~ First come first served basis.                 
~ NMFA determines if qualified entity 
has finantial capacity to fund the 
Planning Document on its own.                
~ Grant amount determined by: 1st, 
entities are described based on medain 
household income; 2nd entities local 
burdon ration is quantified for additional 
award; 3rd, classified into 3 catagories 
of grant eligibility    
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Colonias  Infrastructure Program Colonias 
Infrastructure 

Board & NMFA

Colonais 
Infrastructure Act, 
Sections    6-30-1 
et seq

To ensure adequate financial 
resourcrs for infrastructure 
defvelop,ent for colonias 
recognized communities, 
provide planning and 
development of infrastructure in 
an efficcient and cost effective 
manner, and improve quality of 
lire and economic development

Entities include: Rural  Community  within 150 
miles of the Mexican border that are designated 
colonias by a municipality or county.  Qualifying 
entities are county, municipal, or other political 
subdivisions of the state.

Grant/loans may be used 
for most costs directly 
related to design and 
construction of 
infrastructure projects.  

State funds and 
lona proceeds  

~$13 million ~ Application for 
projects are due in 
the Fall                   
~ NMFA makes 
recommendations 
to CIB on type of 
assistance to offer 
applicant            

~ NMFA evaluates applicants for 
financial, administrative and technical 
capacity                                                    
~ NMFA forwads applications to CIB

Public Project Revolving Fund 
Loan 

NMFA 6-21-1.0 To provide a reliable source of 
capital funds to local entities at 
affordable interest rates. To 
offer to borrowers a low AAA-
insured fixed interest rate. To 
provide for financing of 
emergency drought projects. 

Entities include:  state agency or institution, 
county, municipality, school district, land garnt 
corporation,inter-community water and natural 
gas supply association or corporation, special 
district, community water association or an 
Indian nation, tribe or pueblo.                               
Enitites must:  submit application to NMFA and 
receive legislative authorization for their 
projects.  

$75,000 per equipment loan 
& $200,000 per 
infrastructure loan, with no 
single entity receiving more 
than $200,000 in total 
disadvantaged funding per 
fiscal year.      

State Funds & 
Loan Proceeds 
GGRT 

Multi - Million ~ Applicants and projects are evaluated 
for: 1.) project feasability 2.) 
administrative capacity 3.) financial 
position 4.) debt management and 
econiomic and demograpghic factors       
~ Project costs that may be financed 
are: 1.) all or any protion of project 2.) 
refinancing of outstanding obligations 3.) 
mortgages or advances made 4.) bond 
issuance costs 

Water / Wastewater (Project) 
Grant Fund

NMFA 6-21-6.3 To assist communities with 
critical needs that cannot be 
entirely resolved with loan 
funds. To help those entities 
least able to help themselves.    

Entities include:  state agency or institution, 
municipality, school district, community water 
association or an Indian nation, tribe or pueblo.   
Enitites must:  submit application to NMFA, 
match grant based on sliding scale  

$400,000 per infrastructure 
projects & $150,000 per 
equipment project 

Bonds & 
Legislative 
appropriations or 
public or private 
money 
dedicated to the 
fund   

$0   ~Fund not 
currently 

capitalized

~ Entity's match amount is quantified 
using an entity’s median household 
income and the rates charged for 6,000 
gallons to determine what percentage of 
a project may qualify for a grant. 

Clean Water State Revolving 
Loan Fund (CWSRF)

NMED 74-6A-4 To provide local authorities with 
low-cost assistance to construct 
and rehabilitate wastewater 
facilities to improve and protect 
drinking water quality and public 
health.   

Entities include: local public authorities that 
employ or contract with registered engineer to 
provide services on project.                                  
Enitites must:  meet NMED financial capability 
requirements, agree to operate and maintain the 
wastewater facility, agree to maintain separate 
project accounts, provide written assurance that 
local authority has proper title, require contractor 
to post performance and payment bond, provide 
notice of completion and start of wastewater 
facility.

Design and construction of 
wastewater treatment 
plants, inter-ceptors and 
collection systems; funds 
may also be used for water 
pollution control; some  
communities may qualify for 
0% interest; must meet the 
guidelines of the Federal 
Clean Water Act.

EPA 
capitalization 
grants under the 
Clean Water Act  
~Loan 
Repayments

~ $20 million ~ NMED reviews application for eligibility 
and technical merit                                   
~ NMED reviews proposals for 
wastewater facility construction projects  
~ Applications are ranked using priority 
system and will be placed on the priority 
list 
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Rural Infrastructure Program NMED 75-1-2.1 To provide loan and grant funds 
for rural water supply and 
wastewater infrastructure. 

Entities include:  local authorities Loans: cost of water rights, 
land acquisition, easments 
and right of way, refinancing 
program loans, legal costs 
and agents' fees                   
Grant:  cost of engineering 
feasability report, 
contracted engineering 
design, construction 
inspection, engineering 
services, surveys and 
contraced consrtuction    

Funding secured 
from repayment 
of loans from 
existing pool of 
clients 

~ $10 million ~ Program 
Administrator & 
Financial Manager 
review application 
and make 
recommendations   
~ Bureau Chief 
meets with loan 
committee to 
discuss and 
approve

~ Water & wastewater facilities have to 
be in compliance with engineering 
requirements                                             
~ Projects are ranked for priority based 
on public health needs 

Acequia Construction Program ISC 72-14-23 Provide financial assistance to 
acequias for improvement and 
repairs

Entities include:  Acequia associations that 
provide a copy of their bylaws showing that the 
group is organized and operated as a 
community ditch as defined by state statute.

design and construction of 
improvements and repairs 
to acequia facilities

The New Mexico 
State Legislature 
appropriates 
funds from the 
Irrigation Works 
Construction 
Fund to the ISC 
for grants for 
improvement 
and repair work 
on specific 
acequias

Eighty percent of 
the project cost, 
up to $96,000 
per project can 
be covered by 
the grant. Total 
construction 
costs under this 
program are 
capped at 
$120,000. 

ISC solicits 
applications

Tribal Infrastructure Projects Tribal 
Infrastructure 

Board 

6-29-1 et.seq. Ensure adequate financial 
resources for infrastructure 
development for tribal 
communities

Entities include:  federally recognized Indian 
nations, tribe, or pueblo located wholly or 
partially in New Mexico

Grant/loans may be used 
for most costs directly 
related to design and 
construction of 
infrastructure projects.  

State funds and 
lona proceeds  

~$13 million ~ Application for 
projects are due in 
the Fall                   
~Review 
Committee makes 
recommendations 
to TIB on type of 
assistance to offer 
applicant            

~ Review Committee evaluates 
applicants for financial, administrative 
and technical capacity                              
~ Review Committee forwads 
applications to TIB

Community Development Block 
Grant Program

LGD/DFA To provide assistance to 
counties and smaller 
municipalities to provide a 
suitable living environment and 
expanded economic 
opportunities.

Entities include:  Counties and Small 
Municipalities

$500,000 maximum per 
project. Grants for 
community facilities and 
loans for participating 
private, for-profit entities. 

Federal funds 
from U.S. 
Department of 
Housing and 
Urban 
Development

~ $14 million

Special Capital Appropriations NMED and other 
Agencies

To enhance the health, safety 
and welfare of NM residents and 
to improve public facilities and 
infrastructures in local 
communities

Entities include : State agencies, political 
subdivisions of the State and Indian Tribes and 
pueblos.

Grants for all costs directly 
related to planning, design 
and construction of public 
facilities and infrastructure. 

State Funds Multi - Million
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Emergency Water Supply Fund BOF 3-27-9.0 To finance the emergency 
provision of adequate and safe 
drinking water supply

Entities include:  communities with a population 
less than  5,000 using a common drinking water 
supply system                                                       
Entities must: submit an application, justify 
requested funding, be less than 5000 residents 
using a common drinking water supply system.

General Fund Varies Approval required by State Board of 
Finance

Emergency Fund BOF 6-1-2,3,4,5,6 To finance emergencies BOF 
determines reasonable and 
appropriate from any funds 
appropriated to the board for 
use in meeting emergencies

Entities include:  state agency, board, 
commission, municipal corporation or other 
political subdivision                                               
Entities must:  submit an application, 
demonstrate inability to finance with available 
resources 

Laon or grant for 
emergency

General Fund Varies Approval required by State Board of 
Finance

Water and Waste Disposal 
Programs

RUS/USDA To provide financial and 
technical assistance for 
developnent and operation of 
safe assistance for development 
and operation of safe and 
affordable water supply systems 
and sewage and other forms of 
waste disposal facilities.

Entities include:  public entities, Indian Tribes, 
non-profit corporations and cooperatives.

Loans, guaranteed loans 
and grants for sewer, storm 
water, and solid waste 
disposal facilities; 
emergency water 
assistance grants after 
natural disasters; technical 
assistance training grants; 
and, solid waste 
management grants.

Federal funds, 
loans and grants

Multi - Million

Revolving Fund Program RUS/USDA To support the sound 
development of rural 
communities and the growth of 
their economies.

Entities include:  Private Non-Profit 
Organizations

Grants are made to 
establish a Loan Program 
to fund water and 
wasterwater systems for the 
same entities which are 
eligible for the RUS Water 
& Waste Disposal loan and 
grant programs.

Federal funds Multi - Million

State & Tribal Assistance Grant 
(STAG)

U.S. EPA Office 
of Enforcement 
and Compliance 

Assurance 
(OECA)

Clean Water Act 
Section 104

To make funding available for 
regulatory partners to 
strengthen their ability to 
address environmental and 
public health threats. Grants 
fund 
technical assistance and 
technical expertise for 
states/tribes to ensure that they 
will be able to accurately 
transmit water enforcement 
and compliance data to EPA.

Entities include: states, tribes, inter-tribal 
consortia, territories, and multi-jurisdictional 
organizations 

Programs that implement 
Permit Compliance System 
(PCS) modernization

Annual 
congressional 
appropriations 
for the U.S. EPA

Varies Annual solicitation 
package highlights 
the eligibility 
criteria, describes 
the funding areas, 
explaines the 
process of 
applying for funds, 
and includes a 
suggested outline 
for submitting 
electronic 
proposals and 
partial grant 
applications.

Proposals evaluated and ranked based 
criteria:                                                      
1.) must describe the existing and/or 
proposed state/tribal use of the PCS 
system (e.g., support management on 
NPDES program)                                      
2.) must describe how data is currently 
being entered into PCS                            
3.) must clearly identify the states/tribes 
activities to be performed that will 
ensure data entry and/or data flow of 
NPDES information to the new ICIS-
NPDES and to meet EPA's modernized 
system, and/or new, data requirements   
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EPA Colonias Program NAD Bank Multi - Million

EPA Colonias Program BECC

Congressional Grants to Tribes EPA Indian 
Health Service

Multi - Million
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