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ÅWHISTLEBLOWERCOMPLAINT

Å Received on June 12, 2020

Å General Counsel Melissa Force became acting Executive Director

Å CFO resigned June 21, 2020

Å Director of Business Development, Scott McLaughlin, took over as interim Executive 
Director on July 23, 2020

Å INVESTIGATION

Å Investigation started by EDD is continuing, and will likely end in another 3 weeks

Å The Office of the State Auditor, under Brain Colón, has started a Special Audit

Å SPACEPORTSTATUS

Å SA is operating well, with several activities on site

Å CFO and other open positions are being advertised

Å It is expected that investigation recommendations will be implemented and will make 
NMSA a stronger organization.

RECENTEVENTS

Thanks to the NMSA Board, Chaired by EDD Secretary Alicia Keyes, and the 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ba{! ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
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Å Engineer and entrepreneur with significant experience in both federal service and 
private industry

Å Third generation New Mexican, born in Albuquerque, raised in Las Cruces; graduate of 
New Mexico State University with B.S. in Electrical Engineering; most of the way thru an 
M.S. in Business Management

Å First worked at White Sands Missile Range (WSMR), also National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), private companies, brief stint at NASA 

Å Have performed executive management, research and development, design, field work, 
production, sales and business development, proposal creation, papers, presentations, 
contract negotiation and management, project management, etc. 

Å Started new small business unit, growing business from home office, becoming part 
owner, and growing and running virtually all aspects of business

Å Significant experience with test ranges, and activities around aerospace, aviation, and 
lighter-than-air systems; understand how to work with government agencies

Å Have traveled extensively and dealt with domestic and international customers

Å Am a Boomerang ςleft NM, but came back after 25 years to be Home

Å ¢ƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ {ǇŀŎŜǇƻǊǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΧ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ba ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ƛǘǎ own future 

INTERIMEXECUTIVEDIRECTOR, SCOTTMCLAUGHLIN



4

U.S. SPACEPORTS

Several others spaceport are being developed. New Mexico has several competitive 
advantages including restricted air space, good weather, remote sparsely populated 

location, and partnership with White Sands Missile Range. 
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SPACEINVESTMENTCONTINUESTOINCREASE

ñStart-up space ventures attracted $5.7 billion in financing of all types during 2019, 

shattering the $3.5 billion record set the previous year. This was largely driven by 

investors continuing to pour large amounts of capital into a handful of the industryôs 

largest companies.ò  Ref.: Bryce Start-Up Space 2020 (https://brycetech.com/reports)

Also: https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/30/space-economy-worth-over-420-billion-weathering-covid-crisis-report.html

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/30/space-economy-worth-over-420-billion-weathering-covid-crisis-report.html
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Å ABOUT230 PRIMARYJOBSDIRECTLYCREATEDDUETOTHESPACEPORT

Å Virgin Galacticmoved on site summer of 2019; about 180 employees with about $9M spent by 
employees on local real estate 

Å SpinLaunchbegan construction summer of 2019, and hopes to complete site by late 2020 
(construction jobs not included in above number, but should be ~30 full-time engineers etc.)

Å AeroVironment/ HAPSMobileconstructed new site spring 2020 and made first flight in July; about 
35 employees working on site 

Å UP Aerospaceleases are for building rocket motors and launch  (periodically on site) 

Å Working with two more prospects for permanent facilities on site for 2021

Å Expect to grow to over 300 related jobs during 2021

Primary (private employer) jobsōǊƛƴƎ άƴŜǿ ƳƻƴŜȅέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
secondary jobs. Aerospace related jobs pay significantly higher than mean wages in the area.

SPACEPORTAMERICARELATEDJOBS
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ÅSPACESHIPTWOAND

WHITEKNIGHTTWO

Å Permanently located in 
the Gateway to Space 
Hangar

ÅFLIGHTS

Å Many flights by VMS Eve
(mother ship) aircraft

Å Two glide flights of VSS 
Unity (spaceship)

Å Rocket powered flight 
expected later this year

Å Expect FAA certification in 
2021, as well as flight by 
Richard Branson

VIRGINGALACTIC

Press release: https://tinyurl.com/y3sgf6tf
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Å SOLAR-POWEREDHIGH-ALTITUDEPLATFORM-STATION(HAPS)
Å Began conversation in late summer 2019, began construction in February 2020

Å Over $8M in construction paid by customerfor unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) test site

Å Includes large hangar, offices, mission control, maintenance space

Å !ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ Ƙŀǎ нслΩ ǿƛƴƎǎǇŀƴΣ мл ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ƳƻǘƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ Ŧƭȅ ǘƻ улΣлллΩ

Å Eventually two will be on site; multi-year effort for FAA certification

AEROVIRONMENT/ HAPSMOBILE

Press release: https://tinyurl.com/y49ksmuv
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AEROVIRONMENTNEWTESTSITE

About 35 people on site, with increase when flight operations ςup to 100
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Å STATUS

Å Continuing construction of 30-ƳŜǘŜǊ όǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘύ ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘŜŘ ŎŜƴǘǊƛŦǳƎŜ 

Å This is suborbital, but technology will act as 1st stage for eventual larger orbital version

Å Expect stable workforce (~30)  and numerous tests a year

Å 2021 should be a big year... 

SPINLAUNCH
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ÅUAV TESTFLIGHT

Å Important test flight of High-Altitude Long-Endurance (HALE) to help secure 
further development and funding, partnered with NASA Ames

SWIFTENGINEERING

Press release: https://tinyurl.com/y6xtg37j
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ÅCRISISSIMULATION

Å Three-day exercise, which involved all spaceport personnel, local law enforcement, 
county partners, NM State Police, DHS, many volunteers; 14 agencies in total

Å Instructors from and paid for by NCBRT/LSU (https://www.ncbrt.lsu.edu/)

Å Prepares site personnel for larger events such as first powered VG flight and other

Å Excellent training for al, not just related to spaceport events

EMERGENCYPREPAREDNESSEXERCISE

https://www.ncbrt.lsu.edu/
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Å VERTICALLAUNCHACTIVITY
Å Several launch events including NM Tech, 

UP Aerospace, EXOS Aerospace, Boeing 
CST-100 (balloon), USC Rocket Propulsion 
Lab, Princeton, Operations Space, and other 
small aerospace companies

Å NON-AEROSPACE
Å Several non-aerospace events bringing in 

important revenue and hotel stays, 
including Harpers Bazaar (photoshoot), 
Infiniti (new model year car reveal), Ad 
Astra movie DVD release, ECTA Racing  
(Note: only scheduled on non-interference 
basis for aerospace activity)

OTHERACTIVITYIN LASTYEAR
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STEM OUTREACH

ÅbŜǿ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΧ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
videos on STEM topics

Å Designed to be helpful during 
COVID-19 

Å Various STEM events on-site
Å Visit to all local middle 

schools
Å Fall 2019 Road trip to 

northern New Mexico
Å Shifting to all virtual STEM 

outreach


