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The Outdoor Recreation Division works to 
ensure that all New Mexicans gain from the 
public health, environmental, and economic 
benefits of sustainable outdoor recreation.



According to the U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis, in 2020:
• New Mexico’s outdoor economy 

contributed 1.9% ($1.9 billion) to state 
GDP.

• It employed 25,196 New Mexicans (3.1% 
of total employment), with $1 billion in 
income.



ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT

OUTDOOR RECREATION BUSINESS INCUBATORS 
AND ACCELERATORS
• In 2019, we awarded two $50,000 grants to incubators to 

assist early-stage outdoor businesses. 
• In 2021, the Outdoor Recreation Business Accelerator grant 

invested $60,000 in three programs to support 70+ 
companies

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
• One of our top priorities is to support the companies that 

power the outdoor recreation economy, bringing jobs and 
wealth to our state’s residents. Check out the Economic 
Development Department resource center for a full list of 
the tools we offer to support in- and out-of-state companies. 





OUTDOOR 
RECREATION 
TRAILS+ GRANT

 Awarded over $506,000 
to 25 projects in 2021 

 64% in rural counties

 The ask was for almost 
2.5x that amount

 Now funded with $7 
million in federal ARPA 
funds 



CONTINENTAL DIVIDE TRAIL 
COALITION, LORDSBURG



SWNMACT, SILVER CITY



OUTDOOR 
EQUITY FUND

• Awarded $898,337 to 
57 applicants in 2021 

• Will reach 22,000+ 
young New Mexicans

• 3.5x the funding, 8x the 
reach

• Now funded with $3 
million in federal ARPA 
funds



CONTACT US
WWW.NMOUTSIDE.COM

Carl Colonius
Outdoor Recreation Planner, Outdoor Recreation Division
NM Economic Development Department
Cell: 505.570.7846
www.NMOutside.com
Newsletter Sign-Up

http://www.nmoutside.com/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nmoutside.com%2Fcontact-us&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Navas%40state.nm.us%7Cb511e4e8091b401d47c408da4e824be3%7C04aa6bf4d436426fbfa404b7a70e60ff%7C0%7C0%7C637908618776773164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UQL9UFZ%2BUDm%2BxEaqgem03WFmFQ3d1qq3IpfRBOtc5Nk%3D&reserved=0
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