
WildEarth Guardians
A FORCE FOR NATURE

WildEarth Guardians protects and restores 
the wildlife, wild places, wild rivers, and 
health of the American West.

Melissa Troutman
CLIMATE & HEALTH ADVOCATE

Eyes on Spills: 
The increasing oil & gas threat 

to water in NM



Oil & Gas waste watch Reports 
Read our quarterly Waste Watch reports for an overview and analysis of industry pollution 

incidents. 
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Top Polluter Report: 

ExxonMobil/ XTO Energy 

,,.#tt_.1

l 'f,ll urrh

GUHDIHS 
a 

Oil & Gas Waste Watch: 

Q3 (July - Sept) 2025 
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Oil & Gas Waste Watch: 

Q2 (Apr - June) 2025 
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Oil & Gas Waste Watch: 

Q1 (Jan - March) 2025 





2025 TOP FINDINGS

● Toxic oil and gas waste called “produced 
water” is the most common liquid spilled

● Public lands are the most impacted

● “Produced water” reuse facilities are 
driving larger spills

● Despite chronic pollution by repeat 
offenders, penalties are not being issued 
for recurring spills by repeat offenders







177,704 spills reported by oil and gas 
companies 2022-2025 (p.11)



2026 Q1 Q2

Liquid Spills 381 367

Volume Spilled 1,389,108 GAL 3,118,500 GAL

Volume Lost 607,404 GAL 968,520 GAL



“[S]pills of produced 
water are becoming 
larger and more frequent, 
heightening concerns 
among environmental 
advocates about the 
impacts to water 
supplies, soil and 
ecosystems.”



Has reported over 40 spills to the state since spills became illegal in 
August 2021, including: 

NGL  PROFILE

● 5 spills so far this year, one that contaminated a waterway

● A spill 7/6/26 at a site that has had 3 spills in the last 16
months: March 2025, May 2025, and not July 2026

● A 2023 produced water spill that contaminated groundwater
contamination in Eddy Co. (private land)





Why the increase in produced water 
pollution?

Industry blames the state: 

“Spills happen because oilfield [waste]water management is massive, constant, 
and operationally complex … That does not excuse spills, but it explains why a 
system built around moving very large volumes of high-salinity water will 
continue to experience [spills] unless the state improves infrastructure and 
creates better incentives for treatment, recycling, and beneficial reuse.” 

– Matthias Sayer former Senior Vice President of Legal – Environment, Health, 
Safety & Regulatory for NGL, now representing WATR Alliance in bid to move 
produced water and the potential for its spills farther afield for reuse projects. 

https://sourcenm.com/2026/05/26/70-foot-wastewater-geyser-reflects-new-mexicos-latest-oilfield-challenge/
https://www.bradfutelaw.com/matthias-sayer
https://www.bradfutelaw.com/matthias-sayer


Produced water is the 
most common liquid 
spilled – by far: 

Q1 2026 
85% of all liquids lost to pollution

Q2 2026
95% of all liquids lost to pollution

Reuse facilities are a 
leading source of 
major spills:

Q1 2026 
3 / 10 of the largest spills caused 
by produced water reuse 
companies or infrastructure



2026 Water Pollution Outpacing 2025 

Waterways: 

15 (total 2025)

19 (as of 7/8/26)

Groundwater:

6 (total 2025)

5 (as of 7/8/26)



THERE ARE SOLUTIONS

● Enforce the law with tangible 
consequences vs. sending 
repeated warnings 

● De-privilege chronic polluters vs. 
granting them renewals and new 
approvals

● Put down the mop & turn down 
the tap 



mtroutman@wildearthguardians.org

(505) 216-6864

Melissa Troutman
CLIMATE & HEALTH ADVOCATE




