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Timeline for NM Uranium Operations




Where are we now?

® Legacy contamination (past)

® Much of the state’s legacy contamination happened under a fragmented regulatory
framework [NMED analysis of SB17 2008].




New science identifies risks and
uncertainties
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® Restoring groundwater and minimizing impact on down-gradient water
resources is “difficult to achieve” [USGS Walton-Day et al., 2022].

® New methods:

® Documented contamination of a domestic well in TX by ISL [Rice 2013].




Opportunity




Alternative Pathways to Address New Projects




Targeted Legislation

® Focus on key statutes/regs that provide full protection.
® Examples from other states:
® At least thirty-year post-production water monitoring for all mines (ME).

® Requires evidence of five other ISL projects that show control over leakage,




Coordinated Agency Recommendations
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