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DHSEM Mission
Su m m a rize d

W o rkin g  t o  p ro t e c t  t h e  p e o p le  o f Ne w  
Me xico  t h ro u g h  a  co m p re h e n sive  a n d  

co o rd in a t e d  p ro g ra m  o f m it ig a t in g  
h a za rd s, p re p a rin g  fo r e m e rg e n c ie s , 
p re ve n t in g  a t t a cks, a n d  re co ve rin g  

fro m  d isa st e rs .
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SERC
Su m m a rize d

Th e  State Emergency Response Commission 
(SERC) is  a  Fe d e ra lly-m a n d a t e d  b o d y t h a t  
su p p o rt s  s t a t e -w id e  co m p lia n ce  w it h  t h e  

Em e rg e n cy P la n n in g  a n d  Co m m u n it y Rig h t -t o -
Kn o w  Act  (EP CRA). Th e  Co m m issio n  w o rks t o  

im p ro ve  p re p a re d n e ss , re sp o n se , a n d  re co ve ry fo r 
h a za rd o u s m a t e ria ls  e m e rg e n c ie s  a c ro ss  t h e  

s t a t e .



DHSEM & Hazmat

DHSEM supports Hazmat preparedness by:
• Administering the SERC
• Managing the Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) 

Grant
• Collecting and managing Tier II data and fees
• Coordinating partnerships and capacity -building
• Supporting trainings and exercises

New Mexico Department of Homeland Security & Emergency Management
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State Emergency 
Response Commission
(SERC)

Commissioners:
• Jo s  Le ssch e r (Ch a ir)
• Je ss  Le w is  (Vice  Ch a ir)
• Ja ckie  On su re z
• Ka re n  Sa n d e rs
• Ro n  Fit zh e rb e rt
• Se c . Ja so n  Bo w ie
• Sco t t  Ove rp e ck

2025 Annual Report Released
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2026 Highlights
Hazardous Materials Safety Board (HMSB) Sub -Committee
• Ta ske d  w it h  re w rit in g  t h e  s t a t e ’s  Ha za rd o u s Ma t e ria ls  Em e rg e n cy 

Re sp o n se  (HMER) P la n . Gro u p  m e e t s  m o n t h ly.
 

Policy Sub -Committee
• W o rkin g  o n  Tie r II fe e  m a t rix p o licy la n g u a g e  ch a n g e .
 

EPCRA & Tier II Compliance in New Mexico Manual 
• Sh a re d  via  SERC w e b sit e
 

Partner Engagement and Learning
• P re se n t a t io n s fro m  EMNRD W IP P  Ro u t e  Tra in in g  P ro g ra m , NM 

Te ch  Ha za rd o u s W a st e  & Sa fe t y, NMED Em e rg e n cy Re sp o n se  
Bu re a u , P lu t o n iu m  Ca ra va n  P ro je c t
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Tier II 

Nu m b e r o f Tie r II 
fa c ilit ie s  re p o rt e d  
t o  DHSEM fo r RY 

20 25

23,217
Ma xim u m  

re p o rt in g  fe e  p e r 
s it e  (fo r 28  o r m ore  

ch e m ica ls)

$250
Ha za rd ou s Ch e m ica ls  In fo rm a t ion  Ac t  t ie s  
fe e s  t o  Tie r II re p o rt s  (EP CRA-m a n d a t e d  
fa c ilit y re p o rt s)

Cu rre n t  fe e  ca p  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a d ju st e d  fo r 
in fla t ion . Th e  SERC h op e s t o  in c re a se  t h e  
m a x p a ym e n t  from  $250  t o  $750 .

Ad d it ion a l co lle c t e d  fu n d s w ill b e  t o  loca l 
h a zm a t  p re p a re d n e ss  a n d  re sp on se .

Th e  SERC’s P o licy su b -com m it t e e  is  g o in g  
t o  a d va n ce  t h is  p o licy ch a n g e  e ffo rt .
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Local Emergency Planning 
Committees (LEPCs)

Figure 1. LEPC Status by County
-Gre e n  sh ow s cou n t ie s  w it h  a n  a c t ive  LEP C
-Re d  cou n t ie s  d o  n o t  h a ve  a  cu rre n t  LEP C

Ma n d a t e d  b y EP CRA, LEP Cs a re  t a ske d  
w it h  d e ve lo p in g  e m e rg e n cy re sp o n se  
p la n s fo r t h e ir co m m u n it ie s , sp e c ifica lly fo r 
h a za rd o u s ch e m ica l e m e rg e n c ie s . Th e  
SERC su p p o rt s  LEP Cs.

In  Ne w  Me xico :
• So m e  ru ra l co u n t ie s  w a n t  t o  co m b in e  

in t o  Re g io n a l LEP Cs (REP Cs).
• Re so lu t io n  p a sse d : LEP Cs ca n  a p p o in t  

o w n  m e m b e rs  w it h o u t  SERC a p p ro va l.
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New LEPCs!
• Be rn a lillo  Cou n t y
• Roose ve lt  Cou n t y
• Sa n d ova l Cou n t y
• Sa n  Mig u e l Cou n t y
• Qu a y Cou n t y
• Un ion  Cou n t y
• Va le n c ia  Cou n t y
• Villa g e  o f Ru id oso

LEPC 
Highlights

Hosted Workshops 
& Exercises

• Roose ve lt  Cou n t y
• Sa n t a  Fe  Cou n t y
• Soco rro  Cou n t y
• Ta os Cou n t y
• Torra n ce  Cou n t y

Other Activities
• Se ve ra l LEP Cs su p p o rt e d  

t h e ir Cou n t y’s  
P re p a re d n e ss  Nig h t  Ou t  
Eve n t s

• Sa n  Ju a n  Cou n t y p rovid e d  
CERT t ra in in g  fo r sch oo l 
b u s  d rive rs



New Mexico Department of Homeland Security & Emergency Management

Collaboration & 
Emerging Threats

Re la t io n sh ip  Bu ild in g : 
• CO De p t . o f Ag . – Ha zm a t  & Live st o ck in c id e n t  

re sp o n se  w o rksh o p
• DEA – d ru g  la b  re sp o n se  c la ss  a t  Fire  Aca d e m y EMS 

Exp o
• CBRN W o rkin g  Gro u p  – Ho st e d  b y NM St a t e  La b
• P u e b lo  o f La g u n a  TERC m e e t in g s

Em e rg in g  Th re a t s :
• Lit h iu m -Io n  Ba t t e rie s
• Fe n t a n yl d ru g /c la n d e st in e  la b s
• De cre a se d  Fe d e ra l fu n d in g
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Sa fe t y s t a rt s  w it h  kn o w le d g e . EP CRA g ive s yo u  t h e  
t o o ls  t o  b e  informed and ready , a n d  h e lp s ke e p  o u r 
co m m u n it ie s  healthy, informed, and protected . 
Bo rn  fro m  t ra g e d y, it  promotes accountability and 
transparency, improves emergency response, and 
empowers communities .

How do we stay prepared?
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How Could the Hazmat 
Program Use Help?

1. Tie r II fe e  m a t rix ch a n g e
2. Gre a t e r in t e r-a g e n cy co o rd in a t io n
3. Su p p o rt  fo r lo ca l ca p a b ilit y d e ve lo p m e n t
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Ali Rye, State Director
a li.rye @d h se m .n m .g o v

DHSEM Hazmat Program
h a zm a t @d h se m .n m .g o v 

Thank  You

@nmdhsemdhsem.nm.gov

Jos Lesscher , SERC Chair
Jo s.le ssch e r@g m a il.co m

Jess Lewis, SERC Vice Chair
je jle w is@srm c .u n m .e d u  

mailto:ali.rye@dhsem.nm.gov
mailto:hazmat@dhsem.nm.gov
mailto:Jos.lesscher@gmail.com
mailto:jejlewis@srmc.unm.edu
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