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In 2024, the New Mexico Legislature and Governor Lujan Grisham were quick
to respond to critical local government needs for public safety personnel and
resources. The appropriations you provided are vital to filling vacancies in
county detention centers, fire districts, and emergency response as well as
increasing support services for the EMS Bureau and 700 MHz radio
interoperability. We are also requesting continued funding for state district
courthouses and an increase to the reimbursement amount for state prisoners
housed in county detention facilities.

HB2 Appropriation Requests:

$3.2 million for the County Detention Facility Reimbursement Fund
$20 million for state district courthouses

S$25 million Detention and Fire/EMS Recruitment

S$6 million for 700 MHz radios

Ensure implementation of the 10% Health Insurance Premium Tax to
EMS Bureau (SB151—2024) and TRD administration fee repeal
(SB148—2024)

* & & o o

The NMC Board is also advocating for legislative action to create equitable
disclosure of commercial property sales to Assessors, amend the Inspection of
Public Records Act, and secure local government funding to support state and
federal initiatives related to border humanitarian efforts and crime preven-
tion. Throughout the interim, NMC is actively collaborating with multiple
stakeholders to refine these proposals.

On behalf of the NMC Board of Directors, we are grateful for your unwavering
commitment to addressing the needs of county governments. Your thoughtful
consideration and proactive approach have not only strengthened our local
communities but have also set a commendable precedent for collaborative
governance. It is through your dedicated efforts that we are able to build a
more resilient and responsive system of local administration. Thank you for
your continued support and for working together to make New Mexico a
better place for all its residents.

For more information, please see the attached background on each of these
initiatives or contact me at (505) 660-9629 or jesparsen@nmecounties.org.



mailto:jesparsen@nmcounties.org

COUNTY GRT DISTRIBUTIONS FY20-FY24

2019-2020

2020-2021

2021-2022

2022-2023

2023-2024

Bernalillo County | $ 220,180,474.88 | $ 233,750,930.35 | § 284,664,896.77 | § 287,400,049.38 | § 311,433,967.89
Catron County $ 202,583.45 | § 300,660.87 | $  1,509,329.72 | § 73463289 |§  1,266,479.35
Chaves County $ 1454475001 1$ 1327771362 |§ 1780308269 % 17,29922541 [$  20,184,589.74
Cibola County $ 4857669188  518682762|% 733608998 |% 649552214 |§  6,958,199.63
Colfax County $ 164920488 |% 194430597 |§  275562185|%  2,688,701.14 (% 283699725
Curry County $ 8799405641 8646771.74|% 1146738627 |$ 10,857,26231 [§ 14,074,996.65
De Baca County $ 368,688.28 | $ 180,177.35 | § 34517381 | $ 253,080.70 | $ 725,747 11
DonaAnaCounty |$ 45363493.02|$ 4719108644 % 74591,658.15|% 65,182,568.38 [§  75,093,080.61
Eddy County $ 5381675836 |8 3721207666 % 62426,10535|% 87,602,097.06|% 10202364242
Grant County $ 5731567471% 565911507 |§ 865290061 |$ 911283837 [$ 10,422,932.16
Guadalupe $ 110826088 |% 158998018 %  177125266|%  158090915|%  2309,096.37
Harding County $ 139,314.11 | $ 130,332.11 | $ 186,484.19 | § 29591092 | § 367,836.44
Hidalgo County $ 584,42059 |$  1,306569.45|%  1,18163159|$  1,084,90080|$  1,150,527.14
Lea County $ 2198403561 |% 16348,106.71|$% 30,57582251 | $ 44,220,093.05 %  48,275,303.84
Lincoln County $ 1782544121%  1868297.22|$ 249885163 |$ 247436121 (%  3,245920.72
Los Alamos County| $§  56,346262.48 | $§ 63,280,718.48 |$ 65392,036.62 |$ 82,062,045.76 | $§ 102,020,036.10
Luna County $ 847345623 |% 920465237 |%  739310720|% 861626394 |%  9,189,779.29
McKinley County |$ 15017557.05|$ 1496620060 | 1972190462 |$ 19,880,017.53 | § 21,646,794.94
Mora County $ 625,436.77 | § 6525650118 121745794 |$ 187160920 [§  2453741.22
Otero County $ 948830756|% 10,067,093.07 |$ 18568417.18 % 1249255138 ($ 15815256.71
Quay County $ 2425381.47|% 265689334 %  341021080|$ 355434649 $  3,700,470.44
Rio Arriba County |$  6,054,27886|$ 627955807 |$ 961581797 |8 1061835034 % 12,025333.11
RooseveltCounty |§  9,04411711|$ 759995074 |$  544755086|$% 550816843 |$  6,232597.65
SanJuanCounty |$ 3372978012 |6 3421545074 |$ 4864789634 % 51,00224504|$ 52967,585.19
San Miguel County |$ 490195322 |% 494002693 |$  573425315|%  7539,088.10|$  7,363373.68
Sandoval County |$ 1278281863 |% 1245062576 |% 2276881514|% 26030,436.72|$ 32121,774.61
SantaFeCounty |$ 6660845358 |6 66,579,82025|% 9020262113 |% 9420433355 |$ 101,773,041.62
Sierra County $ 222154613 1% 261902669 |$  3604213.93|$ 426889330 (%  5293,608.06
Socorro County $ 1784708198  220857615|% 297540498 |%  262152755|%  4,186,809.44
Taos County $ 851901383 |% 1219149340 |$ 1634622144 |$ 18,225586.77 [ 20,333,385.37
Torrance County |$ 347135058 |§ 642410643 |$ 553932697 |§  461372519|$  6,602,975.40
Union County $ 1,065137.05(% 87254711|§ 114233606 |$ 102517974 [$§ 142947296
Valencia County $ 1488657461 |8 1762531552 |% 2573688401 |% 25114,73555|% 28,637,431.31

Decrease from prior year

Source: TRD Monthly Local Govt. Distribution Reports {RP-500)

12/16/2024



County Property Tax Revenue FY19-FY23

County FY19-Q4 FY20-Q4 FY21-Q4 FY22-Q4 FY23-Q4
Bernalillo County $126,321,066.90] $130,703,748.50| $134,642,614.33| $137,454,606.67| $145,099,637.07
Catron County $1,244,771.19 $1,242,524.09 $1,357,613.69 $1,390,480.87 $2,595,098.13

Chaves County

$9,058,795.23

$8,960,556.14

$9,109,971.12

$9,743,006.66

$10,596,430.71

Cibola County $3,408,430.44 $3,354,142.14 $2,323,952.58 $3,565,642.71 $3,674,467.99
Colfax County $5,674,838.32 $6,599,559.43 $6,742,352.03 $6,161,917.91 $6,433,556.50
Curry County $8,449,897.00 $8,767,570.00 $8,953,999.00 $9,123,534.51 $10,582,448.09
De Baca County $790,057.18 $819,373.29 $839,253.10 $865,420.52 $915,747.48
Dona Ana County $42,302,635.45 $44,126,650.85 $45,886,130.80 $47,001,551.46 $49,603,540.92
Eddy County $15,129,979.76 $16,990,220.32 $22,018,197.56 $23,837,496.56 $31,227,035.99
Grant County $5,001,727.27 $5,171,440.44 $5,186,239.85 $4,935,697.38 $5,609,292.87
Guadalupe County $1,753,011.46 $1,912,752.14 $1,971,791.51 $2,019,138.98 $2,078,697.53
Harding County $671,589.89 $662,380.85 $642,580.55 $575,755.09 $610,462.92
Hidalgo County $1,874,751.76 $1,907,190.29 $1,982,466.16 $2,027,844.86 $1,896,786.63
Lea County $17,934,023.26 $20,858,598.35 $25,286,518.45 $27,571,799.01 $31,150,506.55
Lincoln County $11,100,987.03 $11,568,321.75 $12,035,587.29 $12,649,442.94 $13,251,027.75
Los Alamos County $7,196,436.82 $7,746,872.38 $8,025,363.17 $8,262,389.98 $8,360,253.00
Luna County $6,077,074.67 $6,272,113.61 $6,441,027.05 $6,701,527.48 $6,711,434.24
McKinley County $8,308,551.64 $8,151,345.14 $8,436,662.98 $7,218,192.20 $7,207,561.45
Mora County $1,197,670.59 $1,240,336.74 $1,300,658.97 $1,204,508.85 $1,351,421.72
Otero County $9,667,322.94 $10,114,281.50 $10,378,460.03 $10,512,886.37 $11,248,322.48
Quay County $1,865,475.72 $1,999,122.17 $2,108,105.16 $2,403,525.50 $2,436,767.54
Rio Arriba County $5,638,473.76 $5,685,665.31 $5,328,321.44 $5,797,089.57 $6,216,416.00
Roosevelt County $4,147,468.58 $4,325,437.91 $4,912,403.11 $7,021,613.46 $7,137,672.73
Sandoval County $25,364,475.61 $26,170,015.05 $26,080,455.15 $28,267,353.67 $30,670,011.49
San Juan County $22,134,999.00 $22,300,329.85 $23,000,457.37 $22,735,661.70 $22,979,967.03
San Miguel County $4,023,340.13 $4,101,979.87 $4,523,287.22 $3,670,338.11 $1,309,732.00
Santa Fe County $49,593,952.00 $51,504,112.00 $52,182,568.00 $52,375,404.00 $57,127,928.00
Sierra County $3,143,702.62 $3,249,308.82 $3,354,533.88 $3,455,638.56 $3,743,551.75
Socorro County $2,719,587.93 $2,795,624.45 $2,846,082.83 $2,894,711.96 $3,157,551.48
Taos County $10,914,885.88 $11,180,317.53 $11,309,402.29 $11,572,831.58 $12,278,298.66
Torrance County $4,423,001.35 $4,384,317.98 $4,618,127.66 $4,655,399.81 $5,585,431.01
Union County $1,359,784.34 $1,339,836.19 $1,368,925.30 $1,382,625.79 $1,403,567.39
Valencia County $12,001,402.03 $10,179,857.78 $12,663,293.17 $12,997,746.87 $14,068,071.93
County Totals $430,494,167.75| $446,385,902.86| $467,857,402.80| $482,052,781.5%( $518,318,697.03

Decrease over prior year

Source: NM Department of Finance Administration

12/16/2024
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Detention Reimbursement Fund

New Mexico Counties requests an appropriation of $3.2 million for the County Detention Facility
Reimbursement Fund, (NMSA 1978 §33-3B-4), to reimburse counties a percentage of the cost for housing
felony offenders who have been sentenced to confinement in state correctional facilities, in county
facilities.

The County Detention Reimbursement Fund was created in 2007 with a $5 million appropriation follow-
ing litigation between the counties and state. It diminished to less than $2.5 million over the next decade.
The Legislature restored it to the 2007 amount of $5 million in 2022 but the five-year average cost to
house New Mexico Corrections Department inmates has been calculated by the New Mexico Sentencing
Commission to be $8.2 million.

Detention Reimbursement Fund

$12,000,000

$10,000,000

$8,000,000

$6,000,000

$4,000,000

$2,000,000

$-

FY2019 FY2020 FY2021 FY2022 FY2023 FY2024
B County Cost $8,417,550 $8,095,776 $5,853,565 | $7,617,303  $10,049,246 $9,382,935
B State Reimbursement| $2,387,500 $2,387,500 $2,396,500 $2,387,500 $5,000,000 $5,000,000




NM Detention Accredited Facilities & Design Bed Capacity
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Courthouse Funding

New Mexico Counties requests continued funding to the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) for the
construction and renovation of state district courthouse complexes. State district courts no longer reflect a
single judge residing at a county facility the way the territorial statute first intended. State courthouse
complexes can reach well over $50 million in construction costs, and the addition of a single judge can

cost a county $2-S$3 million for renovation and
increased operational support. Counties maintain
that courthouses are a state responsibility and that
the rising costs of construction, security, and IT
necessitate a shared revenue stream.

In 2023, the Legislature appropriated $23 million to
AOC to assist with these critical needs. $15 million
was designated to resolve litigation between the 8th
Judicial District Court and Otero County. AOC
received over $22 million in requests for the
remaining $8 million.

In 2024, the Legislature appropriated $10,000,000
to AOC to continue this shared revenue stream,
contingent upon a county match of at least 50
percent of project costs. The Budget Committee met
in May 2024 to consider project proposals and
awarded the bulk of this funding. However,
$1,315,000 in matching funds remain and AOC is
currently requesting proposals for this balance. A
continued appropriation is necessary to meet the
ongoing needs of state district court complexes.

Historic Increases in District Court Judges

JUDICIAL FY | FY | FY | FY | FY | FY | FY

DIRT (eI N 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025
1st 9 9 10 | 10 | 10 | 10 | 10
2nd 27 | 27 | 29 | 29 | 30 | 30 | 30
3rd 8 8 9 9 9 9 9
4th 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
5th 11 | 11 | 11 | 11 | 12 | 12 | 12
6th 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
7th 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
8th 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
9th 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
10th 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
11th 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
12th 4 4 5 5 5 5 5
13th 8 8 8 8 9 9 9

94 | 94 | 99 | 99 | 102 | 102 | 102

Detention Recruitment

Detention & Corrections Workforce Capacity
- # of
Awarded Entities and Departments Officers
Acoma Adult Temporary Holding Facility 4
Bernalillo County Metropolitan Detention Center 23
Bernalillo County Youth Services Center 10
Bernalillo County Youth Services Center (Juvenile) 10
Colfax County - Vigil Maldonado Detention Center 4
Curry County 7
Eddy County Detention 10
Grant County Detention Center 4
Hobbs Detention Facility 3
Luna County 10
New Mexico Corrections Department 46
Otero County Detention Center 4
Quay County Detention Center 3
Rio Arriba County Detention Center 4
Roosevelt County Detention Center 3
San Juan County Adult Detention Center 10
San Miguel County Detention Center 5
Sandoval County Detention Center 6
Santa Fe County 7
Sierra County 2
Socorro County Detention Center 4
Taos Adult Detention Center 5
Valencia County Detention Center 5
TOTAL 189

New Mexico Counties requests an additional
appropriation for the Detention and Corrections
Workforce Capacity Building Fund established by
the legislature in 2023 (NMSA 1978 §9-6-19). The
Fund was created to assist counties with critical
detention officer vacancy levels in county facilities
notwithstanding significant pay increases, to
attract and retain employees.

In 2024, the Legislature appropriated $25 million
to the Department of Finance & Administration
(DFA) for grants to bolster public safety. This
significant investment is designed to help offset
the cost of new detention and correctional officer
salaries for three years. DFA received requests for
over 850 positions. Final awards included 189
new officer positions to provide critical support to
22 local entities and the New Mexico Corrections
Department. It is evident in the number of requests
that the need is greater than the funding provided
and consideration for an additional appropriation
is a priority for New Mexico counties.
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Firefighter & EMS Recruitment

New Mexico Counties requests an additional appropriation for the
Fire & Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Recruitment Fund. New
Mexico’s counties rely heavily on volunteer personnel for fire, EMS,
and emergency management services. In many counties, paid staff is
limited to one or two individuals. Increasing the number of paid
firefighters and EMTs will improve response times, department
capacity, and Insurance Services Office (ISO) ratings.

In 2024, the Legislature appropriated $25 million to the Department
of Finance & Administration (DFA) to help offset the cost of fire and
EMT salaries for three years. DFA received 64 requests for over 330
positions. Final awards included 190 new positions to provide
critical support to 59 local entities. It is evident in the number of
requests that the need is greater than the funding provided and
consideration for an additional appropriation is a priority for New
Mexico counties.

700 MHz Radios

NMC requests $6 million in continued funding to the Department of Information Technology for use in
FY2025 to fund the payment of subscriber fees for the digital trunked radio communications system for
municipal, county and tribal public safety agencies that provide law enforcement, fire, medical or other
emergency services.

Additional Appropriations

EMS Funding

In 2024, SB151: Premium Tax for Emergency Services, as amended by Senate Tax, redistributes a portion of
the Premium Tax from health insurance business to the Emergency Medical Services Fund at the New
Mexico Department of Health.

The amendment also added an $11 million non-reverting, General Fund appropriation to the Emergency
Medical Services Fund for use in FY2025 and beyond to carry out the purposes of the Fund. These changes
provide a critically needed reoccurring revenue stream for EMS statewide.

Repeal of TRD Administrative Fees

SB 148: Repealing Taxation & Revenue Administrative Fees passed on the final evening of the session. This
bill abolishes the Taxation and Revenue Departments’ authority to impose an administrative fee for the
collection and distribution of local option gross receipts and compensating tax.

The fee elimination will provide an additional $26M to counties after a delayed implementation period.




Equitable Disclosure

NMC seeks legislation to treat nonresidential (commercial) property owners the same as
residential (homeowners) to ensure that property transfers and sales are handled fairly and
equitably. Currently, commercial owners are held to a lesser degree of accountability than
homeowners. All property should be accurately assessed at fair market value to ensure transpar-
ency for the property owner, reduce the risk of sudden and unanticipated increases, as well as
provide stability for county revenues and services.

NMC and the Assessors’ Affiliate are hosting statewide public meetings throughout the interim to
garner input from business owners, realtors, builders, and other associations. This is an
important discussion this year with the two veteran ballot initiatives that are likely to reduce
impact property taxes. The potential impact cannot be made up through yield control as many
counties are already at their mill rate caps.

Inspection of Public Records Improvements

NMC seeks to amend the Inspection of Public Records Act (IPRA) to exempt from disclosing specific
information and prohibit certain requests used to compromise and obstruct critical local
government services. IPRA was intended to provide government accountability and transparency.
Instead, overwhelmingly burdensome and often frivolous requests have been submitted solely for the
purpose of interfering with vital services such as elections and public safety.

During the interim, NMC is working with multiple stakeholders to refine this proposal and identify
solutions that do not interfere with the original intent of the Act. In 2023, HB232: Disclosure of Certain
Information amended IPRA by enacting changes for the protection of critical IT systems, undercover law
enforcement, and restricting certain proprietary technical and business information. It was the first time
that IPRA had been amended since its enactment.

Resources to Support Border-Related Humanitarian & Crime Efforts

NMC requests an appropriation of $5 million to counties for services provided to state and federal
agencies to support border humanitarian and crime efforts. This funding will be used to combat drug and
human trafficking networks; to coordinate with community services that provide food, transportation,
shelter, and family location; and to coordinate with state and federal agencies on information sharing and
coordination of state law enforcement activities.

New Mexico Counties Legislative Team

Joy Esparsen Jjesparsen@nmcounties.org
Executive Director (505) 660-9629

Katherine Carroll kcrociata@outlook.com
Government Relations (505) 350-9357

Mark Allen mallen@nmcounties.org
General Counsel (505) 629-6341

Grace Philips gphilips@nmcounties.org
Risk Management Director (505) 690-6319

Aelysea Webb awebb@nmcounties.org

Administrative Services Director  (505) 395-3403

Hannah Kase Woods hwoods@nmcounties.org
Government Relations Specialist  (505) 820-8102

12



2020 Veteran Disability

County Total 0-20% 30-40% | 50-60% 70-90% 100%
35001 |New Mexico Bernalillo 14,234 3,225 1,906 2,033 4608 2,462
35003 |New Mexico Catron 88 18 i 17 34 **
35005 |New Mexico Chaves 907 240 130 134 248 155
35006 |New Mexico Cibola 376 76 38 55 120 87
35007 |New Mexico Colfax 283 67 41 30 84 61
35009 |New Mexico Curry 1,801 319 253 333 589 307
35011 |New Mexico De Baca 39 X X % 16 xE
35013 |New Mexico Dona Ana 4,086 964 639 633 1,223 627
35015 |New Mexico Eddy 757 211 124 105 190 127
35017 |New Mexico Grant 595 151 64 78 179 123
35019 |New Mexico Guadalupe 89 17 i # 35 21
35021 |New Mexico Harding 18 g =4 ) i **
35023 |New Mexico Hidalgo 67 18 i 13 16 il
35025 |New Mexico Lea 620 180 92 97 178 73
35027 |New Mexico Lincoln 497 125 75 57 156 84
35028 |New Mexico Los Alamos 281 89 49 37 73 33
35029 |New Mexico Luna 379 99 53 55 108 64
35031 |New Mexico Mckinley 778 129 101 100 294 154
35033 |New Mexico Mora 111 4 -~ 13 58 21
35035 |New Mexico Otero 3,092 680 519 540 960 393
35037 |New Mexico Quay 229 47 29 31 73 49
35039 |New Mexico Rio Arriba 481 95 51 53 183 Q9
35041 |New Mexico Roosevelt 358 78 46 63 116 55
35043 |New Mexico Sandoval 3,108 674 402 474 087 571
35045 |New Mexico San Juan 1,498 364 202 225 444 263
35047 |New Mexico San Miguel 531 75 58 56 215 132
35049 |New Mexico Santa Fe 2,295 484 337 287 793 394
35051 |New Mexico Sierra 310 66 39 48 104 53
35053 |New Mexico Socorro 269 56 34 43 84 52
35055 |New Mexico Taos 597 113 74 63 224 123
35057 |New Mexico Torrance 286 47 33 40 102 64
35059 |New Mexico Union 71 19 pek 11 22 BE
35061 |New Mexico Valencia 1,492 330 167 201 533 261
TOTALS 40,623 9,056 5,551 5,925 13,049 6,908
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Property Tax Facts 2022 Tax Year

Table &
New Mexico County Operating Rates -- Imposed and
Remaining Authority in Mills 2022 Tax Year
Ad Valorem Imposed
Production Operating Remaining
County Residential  Monresidential & Equipment Rata Austhority’
Bemalillo 7.011 10.750 NTA 10.750 1.100
Catron 11.303 11.850 NIA 11.850 0.000
Chaves 5.400 10.350 10.350 10.350 1.500
Cibola B.943 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
Colfax 9.611 11.850 11.850 11.850 0.000
Curry 9.850 9.850 A 9.850 2.000
De Baca 10.129 9.533 N/A 11.850 0.000
Dona Ana 9.172 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
Eddy 5.396 7.500 7.500 7.500 4.350
Grant 6.650 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
Guadalupe 9.282 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
Harding B.613 10615 10.850 10.850 1.000
Hidalgo 9.823 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
Lea 7.055 10.600 10.600 10.600 1.250
Lincoln B.064 11.433 N, 11.600 0.250
Los Alamos 5.308 B.B50 NIA B.850 3.000
Luna 10.497 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
McKinley 6.942 11.850 11.850 11.850 0.000
Mora 7.445 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
Otero 6.887 11.850 NiA 11.850 0.000
Quay 11.850 11.850 11.850 11.850 0.000
Rio Arriba 5.295 11.634 11.850 11.850 0.000
Roosevelt 10.572 11.850 11.850 11.850 0.000
San Juan 7141 B.500 8.500 8.500 3.350
San Miguel 5.538 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
Sandoval 6.170 10.350 10.350 10.350 1.500
Santa Fe 5.484 11.791 N/A 11.850 0.000
Siema 10.677 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
Socorro 9.878 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
Taos 6.200 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000
Torrance 11.850 11.850 NiA 11.850 0.000
Union 7.053 9.150 9.150 9.150 2.700
Valencia 7.020 11.850 N/A 11.850 0.000

"11.85 mill maximum allowed by law less the imposed rate.
Information source: comopiled from DFA rate certificate files.



