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From education and research to innovation. 

Building New Mexico’s
Science & Technology 
Future





Statewide program 
building New Mexico’s 
research capacity and 
competitiveness

Connects universities, 
colleges, national 
laboratories, industry, 
and communities



Leverages NSF investment to 
strengthen New Mexico’s ability 
to compete for federal research 
funding

Develops research 
infrastructure, workforce, and 
STEM education pathways



RIO-NM E-CORE
Current NSF EPSCoR program 
expanding research infrastructure and 
opportunities across New Mexico







Today’s foundational 
discovery will become 
tomorrow’s strategic 
technology



Strategic technologies capture today’s opportunities; foundational research creates tomorrow’s.
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New Mexico 
needs both 
targeted 
investment and a 
broad research 
base



Focused investments thrive within a diverse 
research ecosystem

STRATEGIC FOCUS CAN
Build critical mass

Accelerate priority technologies

Attract companies and talent

Respond to national opportunities

DIVERSIFIED FOUNDATIONAL 
RESEARCH CAN
Expand capability outside current priorities

Broaden student and faculty pathways

Establish emerging ideas in New Mexico

Make New Mexico’s economy resilient



Research is the glue that connects the ecosystem



A complementary opportunity: 
Statewide foundational research funding

BROAD
Open across S&T 

Plan research areas

COMPETITIVE
Peer-reviewed, 

merit-based awards

STATEWIDE
Pathways for institutions 

across New Mexico

LEVERAGED
Build preliminary 
results for federal 

proposals

PEOPLE-CENTERED
Create student, 

workforce, and faculty 
opportunities

CONNECTED
Encourage shared 
infrastructure and 

collaboration



https://www.nmepscor.org/engagement/
new-mexico-science-and-technology-plan
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The opportunity to complement and diversify 
New Mexico’s strategic investments

TARGETED 
TECHNOLOGY 
INVESTMENTS

• Physical sciences

• Engineering & emerging technologies

• Computing & data

• Biological systems

• Water, environment & societal systems

• STEM education & research pathways

• Quantum

• Artificial Intelligence

• Advanced energy

• Space, aerospace & defense

• Bioscience and other strategic sectors

FOUNDATIONAL 
RESEARCH 
ECOSYSTEM



The 2026 NM S&T Plan deliberately broadens the lens
A statewide framework for foundational research and scientific workforce development





A Two-Year 
Statewide 
Research 
Capacity 
Demonstration

FACULTY SEED GRANTS
Competitive awards to launch new ideas, generate preliminary 
results, and position researchers for external funding

RESEARCH WORKSHOPS
Bring researchers together across institutions to develop 
collaborations, new research directions, and competitive 
proposals

UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCES
Create hands-on research opportunities and pathways into 
New Mexico’s STEM workforce and graduate programs

TEACHER RESEARCH EXPERIENCES
Engage K–12 teachers directly in research and bring that 
experience back into New Mexico classrooms



6

Complement 
targeted 
programs while 
preserving the 
breadth of New 
Mexico’s research 
capacity



gunny@nmepscor.org connealy@nmepscor.org


