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The United States is one of the most expensive countries for residential solar 
installation, and New Mexico is no exception. Installation costs in Australia and much of 

Europe are about one-third of U.S. costs.

Contributing factors include inefficient permitting and inspection processes, costly sales and 
marketing, and reluctance to adopt newer technologies. Loss of the 30% Federal Tax 

Credit for residential solar in 2026 has increased the cost of residential solar.

This presentation will discuss two newer technologies 
that have yet to be deployed in New Mexico that 
address some of the above issues:

Plug-in Solar: an easy and inexpensive solution that 
allows homeowners to install solar themselves.

Meter Socket Adapters: technology that makes 
installation of traditional rooftop solar faster and less 
expensive.



Plug-in Solar:
The Problem, Opportunity, and Local Impact

Sources and data courtesy of Pii Energy:
U.S. EIA Ele c t ric  P o w e r Mo n th ly (e ia .g o v/e le c t ric it y/m o n th ly/u p d a t e /e n d -u se .p h p )  ·  NREL Ro o fto p  So la r P o t e n t ia l (n re l.g o v/d o cs/fy18 o st i/70 90 1.p d f)
ACEEE En e rg y Bu rd e n  20 24  (a ce e e .o rg /e n e rg y-b u rd e n )  ·  DOE LEAD To o l (e n e rg y.g o v/sce p /lo w -in co m e -e n e rg y-a fford a b ilit y-d a t a -le a d -to o l)
W RI: En a b lin g  P lu g -In  So la r (w ri.o rg /in s ig h t s/e n a b lin g -p lu g -in -so la r-st a t e s)  ·  Ut a h  HB34 0  (le .u t a h .g o v)



What is plug-in solar?

Average annual savings: US $385
Average payback period: US 5 yrs
Average cost of system: $400-$2,000

*Average savings are based on national average 
electricity rates. These will vary by location and 
utility.



State legislation is needed to open the 
market for plug-in solar in the U.S.

State legislation is needed to set safety standards & to 
cut red tape to open the market for plug-in solar.

● Sets safety standards (requires certification by 
Underwriters Laboratory or another nationally 
recognized testing laboratory)

● Removes utility interconnection requirements 
designed for larger solar installations

● Allow the use plug-in solar without fees or permits
● Defines a small, plug-in portable solar system
● Sets system capacity limit: 1200W (~3 panels, 

400W each)



What’s happening in other states
● State Rep. Raymond Ward (R), Utah 

was the first to pass plug-in solar 
legislation in 2025

● 36 states considered plug-in solar bills 
in 2026

● Seven states have passed plug-in 
solar bills! Colorado, Connecticut, 
Maine, Maryland, Utah, Vermont, & 
Virginia

● States still in play: California, D.C., 
Delaware, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
North Carolina, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island

*Tracking Data as of 6/30/2026; passed means passed by both chambers & approved by Governor. Some 
state legislative sessions will end today 6/30.



Benefits 

● Plug-in solar is not only an opportunity to 
expand access to the benefits of solar,
but also to a part of the solution to the 
energy affordability crisis.

● Opportunity for bipartisan collaboration & 
to cultivate solar champions. 

● Offers a new, easy way to educate 
decision makers and new audiences
about solar energy. 





















Thank you!

Jim DesJardins, 505-917-5074, jimdesjardins1@gmail.com
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