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Water Security Challenges and Opportunities 

“If  you always do what you’ve always 
done, you’ll always get what you’ve 

always got.” - Anonymous
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50YWAP: Science and Policy Underpinnings

Read or download the 50-Year 
Water Action Plan at 
https://www.nm.gov/water-security-
in-new-mexico/. 

https://www.nm.gov/water-security-in-new-mexico/
https://www.nm.gov/water-security-in-new-mexico/


50YWAP: Built on Foundation of  Ongoing Efforts

• Drawing from the recommendations of  the 2022 Water Policy and 
Infrastructure Task Force;

• Advancing Indian water rights settlements to build on the strong progress 
made in recent years to negotiate and implement agreements that resolve 
outstanding claims and secure water supplies for more communities;  

• Robust regional water planning to implement the Water Security Planning 
Act of  2023;  

• Implementing the Land of  Enchantment Legacy Fund;  
• Continued funding and reforms for the Water Trust Board;  
• Improving opportunities for communities to leverage capital outlay funding 

to complete water projects; 
• Advancing regionalization approaches that increase critical capacity for 

managing drinking water and wastewater systems, including through the 
Regional Water System Resiliency Act of  2023;  

• Implementing the New Mexico Water Data Initiative; and  
• Broader investments in local capacity building and the water workforce.
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50YWAP: 11 Priority Actions 

For each action, the 
Plan provides a short 
synopsis, immediate 
next steps, and a 
measurable target 
Return on Investment.
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50YWAP: Implementation Activities

Coordination among State Agencies that own priority 
action(s): OSE/ISC; NMED; EMNRD; Dept. of Ag; and 
NMT/Bureau of Geology 

Also coordinating with partners at Indian Affairs Dept. and 
Econ. Dev. Dept. 

Supporting active program implementation activities and ongoing integration with regional water planning

Funding analysis and budget requests for 50YWAP implementation

Dashboard to engage the public and show progress (under development)

Ongoing discussions with stakeholders, legislators and other partners 



•Identify funding needs (how much?)
•Evaluate existing funds or creation of new fund (where does it live?)
•Determine model and mechanics for administering funds (who manages it?)
•Analyze revenue sources (money from where?)

Objective: Support transformational investments in water programs in 
alignment with the 50-Year Water Action Plan, 2023 Water Security Planning 
Act, and NM Water Data Initiative in the near-term and generate sustained 
revenue for the long-term.
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Considerations to Fund 50YWAP Implementation

https://www.nm.gov/water-security-in-new-mexico/
https://mainstreamnm.org/
https://mainstreamnm.org/
https://newmexicowaterdata.org/


Contact Information

Rebecca Roose
Infrastructure Advisor
Office of  Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham
Rebecca.roose@exec.nm.gov
(505) 487-6869

Tanya Trujillo
Deputy State Engineer and Senior Water Policy Advisor 
to the Governor
Tanya.Trujillo@ose.nm.gov
(505) 487-6083
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