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Thank You! 

This year the New Mexico legislature put 
7.6 million towards the development of 

Surface Water Permitting Program. 

Thank you for your dedication to clean 
water! 
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Red Lines = At Risk Streams
Red Polygons = At Risk Wetlands
Blue Lines = Protected Streams
Green Polygons = Protected Wetlands

Tingley Beach, Albuquerque NM
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Rio Costilla and Valle Vidal

Red Lines = At Risk Streams
Red Polygons = At Risk Wetlands
Blue Lines = Protected Streams
Green Polygons = Protected Wetlands
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What does this loss of Clean Water 
Act Coverage Mean for New Mexico? 

• We are one of only 3 states that does not write point 
source discharge permits. Federal government (EPA) 
writes permits in NM. 

• If waters arenʼt federally protected = no federal 
permit. Means many discharges go unregulated.

• Also, no dredge and fill state permitting to protect 
state wetlands and streams. 

• This means that there isnʼt a clean water permitting 
mechanism to control pollution discharges into the 
vast majority of our rivers, streams, and wetlands.
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Permits No Longer Required

• Silver City Wastewater Treatment Plant

• Ramah Wastewater Treatment Plant

• Cloudcroft Wastewater Treatment Plant

• Dredge and Fil l Permits, including those that 
protect wetlands, are no longer required in 
closed basins, isolated wetlands, ephemeral 
streams, many intermittent streams, and even 
some perennial streams. 
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Impacts to New Mexico Waters

§ Wetlands are the sponges of our watersheds – 
contribute to consistent stream flow, water quality, 
and flood control. If they are filled in downstream 
users suffer. 

§ New Mexico waters will experience changes in both 
quality and quantity. 

§ A bulldoze and fill first, and ask questions later 
mentality

§ Less community input into development, less 
checkpoints for safeguards on harmful projects. 
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Protect NM Waters 
Storymap:

Nmwaters.org
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GOAL

• NPDES Permits  - State gets primacy of the 
NPDES program from EPA to issue NPDES permits 
for WOTUS. 

• Dredge and Fill Permits – USACE continues to 
issue dredge and fill permits for WOTUS. 

• Gap Waters – State issues point source and 
dredge and fill permits for the 96% of New Mexicoʼs 
water resources that are no longer federally 
protected. 
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• Surface Water Advisory Panel – 
meetings now through end of October. 

• 2025 Legislative Session
• Primacy Legislation
• Water Quality Act Amendments

• Administrative Rulemaking – Summer 
2025-Winter 2025

Next Steps
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