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Earlier this month, New Mexico First released the final report of recommendations from the Town Hall on Water 
Planning, Development & Use, held April 15-16, 2014 in Albuquerque. The recommendations fell into five major themes. 
The list below offers a high-level summary. Additional details, including concrete strategies for advancing each theme, 
are provided in the complete report.  
 
Really Plan for the Future     
Rec 1: Improve state and regional water plans. 
Rec 2: Make our water supply resilient and flexible. 
Rec 3: Plan for extreme droughts. 
 
Keep Watersheds and Ecosystems Healthy     
Rec 4: Restore watersheds. 
Rec 5: Protect against wildfire and water source loss. 
Rec 6: Reduce endangered species conflicts.     
 
Address Legal and Management Issues 
Rec 7: Advance shortage-sharing agreements. 
Rec 8: Improve water rights management. 
Rec 9: Improve adjudication process. 
 
Pursue New Sources of Water 
Rec 10: Capture precipitation. 
Rec 11: Assess brackish water sources. 
Rec 12: Clarify brackish/produced water process. 
 
Improve Water Funding Practices 
Rec 13: Invest water dollars wisely. 
Rec 14: Expand water funding sources. 
 
Protect Water Quantity and Quality 
Rec 15: Conserve water and protect against contamination. 
Implementation 
 

New Mexico First will organize an implementation team to advance the town hall’s priorities. The effort will run for 12-
18 months. The process will be chaired by John D’Antonio, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. He and the New Mexico First 
staff will lead the effort to advance the recommendations with federal, tribal, state and local leaders.  
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