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estimated jobs are 
being created by the 

Trails+ Grant Program

120

FY25 Highlights

acres of wetlands & riparian habitat + 33 miles 
of creeks/streams are being protected by 
NMED’s River Stewardship Program 

Soil & Water Conservation 
Districts projects are being 
funded by NMDA

46

460

N.M. youth are being 
served by the 
Outdoor Equity Fund

7,735

forest & watershed acres are 
targeted for treatment through 
EMNRD�s Forestry Division

40,348

of public and private land are 
being improved by Legacy 
Fund programs

64,905 acres  

of agricultural land are being 
improved thanks to NMDA�s 
Healthy Soil Program

10,751 acres  

are being surveyed and treated 
through NMDA’s Noxious 
Weeds Program

23,128 acres 

was distributed to restore 
historical properties in 
Albuquerque, Santa Fe, 
Silver City, Deming and the 
Dinetah region by the N.M. 
Dept. of Cultural Affairs.

$1 million

are the focus of habitat 
improvement by the N.M. 

Dept. of Game & Fish

34 wildlife 
species



$50 Million over 4 years
Legacy Fund:

$12.5 MillionFY
25

Forest & Watershed Restoration Act
$1.41 Million50%

22.5% $2.81 Million

Energy, Minerals, & Natural Resources Dept.
EMNRD

Natural Heritage Conservation Act
$1.41 Million50%

Outdoor Equity Fund
$468,00025%

15% $1.88 Million

New Mexico Economic Development Dept.
EDD

Trails + Grants Program
$1.41 Million75%

Soil & Water Conservation Districts

22.5% $2.81 Million

New Mexico Dept. of Agriculture
NMDA

Healthy Soil Program

Noxious Weed Management

River Stewardship Program
$1.25 Million100%

10% $1.25 Million

New Mexico Environment Dept.
NMED

Cultural Properties 
Restoration Fund

$1 Million100%

8% $1 Million

New Mexico Dept. of Cultural Affairs
DCA

Game Protection Fund
$2.75 Million100%

22% $2.75 Million

New Mexico Dept. of Game & Fish
NMDGF

Executive 
Summary
The  Land of Enchantment Legacy Fund (Legacy Fund) is New Mexico�s 
�rst state funding source for conservation - prioritizing land and water 
stewardship, forest and watershed health, outdoor recreation and 
infrastructure, agriculture and working lands, historic preservation and 
wildlife species protection. It provides funding for existing state 
programs that were never funded or funded sporadically in the past, 
using distributions from the $350 million Conservation Legacy 
Permanent Fund (Legacy Permanent Fund).

Approximately $12.5 million is being delivered to New Mexico 
communities each year through ten existing programs across six state 
agencies. The Legacy Fund�s �rst �scal year (FY25) began on July 1, 
2024 and ended on June 30, 2025. This report highlights the �rst year 
successes, challenges and opportunities. 

Key Figures  for FY25

of the $12.5 million 
has been allocated 
for FY25

100%

in matching dollars is 
from local, federal and 
private sources 

$5+ 
Million 

was requested from 
local communities 
for the $12.5 million 
available

$50+ 
Million 

of N.M. counties are 
receiving funding for 
on-the-ground projects

93%

of Legacy Fund programs 
are leveraging federal 
matching dollars 

100%  

have wildlife 
survey projects 
happening locally

All 33
Counties

of projects in rural areas 
vs. 20% in urban areas80%

individual projects 185

Tribal communities are bene�ting from Legacy Fund programs, 
including 4 high schools who serve Tribal students speci�cally10



Sample of FY25 
Matching Funds

Strong Demand from 
New Mexico Communities 

NMDA Healthy Soil Program

NMDA SWCDs

NMED River Stewardship

EDD Outdoor Equity Fund

EDD Trails+ Program

DCA Cultural Properties 
Restoration Fund

Legacy Fund Program Legacy Fund 
Allocation: FY25 Amount Requested Projects 

Funded*
Applications 

Received

$670,000

$1,040,000

$1,250,000

$468,000

$1,410,000

$1,000,000

39

31

7

88

57

18

5 32

$1,913,000

$3,500,000

$10,500,000

$4,200,000

$10,000,000

$6,000,000

*Includes projects funded speci�cally by Legacy Fund dollars in FY25. Additional 
projects were funded by these programs in FY25 using different funding sources.

Healthy SoilNMDA

Noxious Weeds

Trails+ Grant ProgramEDD

NMDA

NHCAEMNRD

River StewardshipNMED

Outdoor Equity FundEDD

Cultural PropertiesDCA

$490,000

$66,000

$230,000

$731,913

$1,302,591.10

$1,479,498.07

$1,500,00.0












