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GREAT AMERICAN OUTDOORS ACT

• Signed in to law by President Trump on August 4th, 2020. 

• Bi-partisan bill: passed US House (310-107) and US Senate (73-25)

• Represents the greatest investment in outdoor opportunities in generations

• Establishes the National Parks and Public Land Legacy Restoration 
Fund to address a significant “deferred maintenance backlog” at five 
federal agencies.  

• Fully funds the Land and Water Conservation Fund

• Uses funds from energy development on public lands and waters; no cost to 
taxpayers.

•



DEFERRED MAINTENANCE 

• Defined as “maintenance not performed 
as needed and put off for a future time”

• Examples include the elevators at 
Carlsbad Caverns National Park, roads, 
bridges, trails, visitor centers and 
employee office buildings.  

• National Park Service - $11.9 billion

• US Forest Service - $5.2 billion

• US Fish & Wildlife Service - $1.3 billion

• Bureau of Land Management- $1.0 billion

• Bureau of Indian Affairs - $1.8 billion

FY 2018 DEFERRED 
MAINTENANCE

DEFERRED MAINTENANCE BACKLOG



LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND

• Since 1965, New Mexico has received $312 million from LWCF. 

• LWCF was used to purchase the Valles Caldera National Preserve and 
the Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge.

• Used to purchase “in-holdings” or private lands adjacent to public 
lands.

• State Parks, baseball fields, neighborhood parks, skate parks, pools, etc. 

• In January, it was announced that Apodaca Park will receive a $750,000 
grant from the Land and Water Conservation Fund 



LWCF ANNUAL DISCRETIONARY 
APPROPRIATIONS, FY1965-FY2019



NATIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC LAND 
LEGACY RESTORATION FUND

• A new mandatory fund to address the deferred maintenance backlog. 

• 50% of all federal energy revenues (from oil, gas, coal, or renewable 
energy) up to $1.9 billion annually will be deposited in the fund for the 
next 5 years.  

• The potential $9.5 billion will help cover about half of the current 
deferred maintenance backlog.

• NPS is to receive a 70% share, FS 15%, FWS 5%, BLM 5%, and BIE 5% 
for its schools.



EXAMPLE: 
BANDELIER NATIONAL MONUMENT



LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND

Federal Side

• At least 40% of the $900 million annually 
appropriated must go to federal land 
acquisition. 

• For example, for FY21 New Mexico has 6 
projects identified for acquisition by the 
USFS for a total of $12.7 million.  

Stateside Program

• At least 40% must be granted to states 
for recreation, conservation or 
preservation projects.

• provides matching grants to States and 
local governments for conservation 
purposes.  



STATESIDE PROGRAM

• Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP): grant program 
helps urban communities by supporting projects in cities and urbanized areas that 
create new outdoor recreation spaces and reinvigorate existing parks.

• Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund (CESCF) - Grants to 
states to work with private landowners, conservation organizations, and other 
partners to protect and conserve the habitat of threatened and endangered species. 

• Forest Legacy Program (FLP): provides grants to states to permanently 
protect forested properties through conservation easements or purchase. FLP 
projects typically restrict development, require sustainable forestry practices, and 
protect other public values like clean water, wildlife habitat, and public access for 
sportsmen and other recreation enthusiasts.

• American Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP) In cooperation with 
state, local and private partners, ABPP has protected more than 28,000 acres since 
1999 with over $86 million from LWCF.



STATE & LOCAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

• LWCF State and Local Assistance Program provides matching grants to 
state, local and tribal governments to create and expand parks, develop 
recreation facilities, and further local recreation plans.

• Administered by the National Park Service and State Parks Division.  

• Each year, funds are distributed to every U.S. state and territory using a 
population-based formula.



STATE & LOCAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM



CONTACT INFORMATION

Michael Sullivan

Senior Advisor, Office of Senator Heinrich

Michael_Sullivan@Heinrich.senate.gov

(505) 346-6601
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