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Joint Meeting Legislative Finance Committee and Legislative Education Study Committee 

Highlands University, Student Center 
Luna Community College 
Las Vegas, New Mexico 
August 25, 26, 27, 2014 

 
Monday, August 25 – Highlands University, Student Union, Ball Room, 800 National Avenue, Las 
Vegas, NM 
 
8:00 -- Welcoming Remarks and Strategic Initiatives -- Jim Fries, President, New Mexico          

            Highlands University 
 
9:00 -- FY14 and FY15 General Fund Revenue Projections  --  Dr. Tom Clifford, Secretary,       

            Department of Finance and Administration; Demesia Padilla, Secretary, Taxation and     
            Revenue Department; Peter van Moorsel, Chief Economist, LFC 

 
-- Severance Tax Bond and General Obligation Bond Capacity -- Tom Clifford,               
     Secretary, Department of Finance and Administration 

 
10:30 -- National Trends in Early Literacy Intervention -- Dr. Nonie Lesaux, Harvard Graduate  

School of Education (video conference); Emily Workman, Policy Analyst, Education      
            Commission of the States 

 
12:30 --  Lunch 
 
1:30 -- Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant Implementation Update -- Hanna           
                        Skandera, Secretary-Designate, Public Education Department; Yolanda Deines,                
                        Secretary, Children, Youth and Families Department (Invited) 
 
3:30 --  Effective Use of Short Cycle Assessment Data to Inform Instructional Practices -- Dave 

Stevenson, Vice President, Government Relations, Amplify Insight; Staci Mascarenas, 
Principal, Pojoaque Intermediate School, Pojoaque Valley Public Schools 

 
5:30 --  LFC Adjourn - LESC to Continue Miscellaneous Committee Business 
 
Tuesday, August 26 – Highlands University, Student Union, Ball Room, 800 National Avenue, Las 
Vegas, NM 
 
8:15 -- Recruiting and Retaining High Quality Teachers and Administrators -- Aligning Teacher 
                        and Administrator Pay, Licensure Advancement, and the Training and Experience Index  
                        to Improve Student Outcomes 
 
8:15 -- Educator Salary Comparison, Regional Competitiveness, and Public Education              
-10:00    Department Vision for Ensuring Recruitment and Retention of Effective                                     
                        Teachers and Administrators -- Michelle Exstrom, Education Program Principal,              
                        National Conference of State Legislatures (video conference); Hanna Skandera,               
                        Secretary-Designate, Public Education Department 
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Tuesday, August 26 continued 
 
10:00 -- Aligning the Training and Experience Index with the Three Tiered Licensure 
-12:00             System, the Index of Staff Qualifications, and Alternative Compensation System -- 

                                              Representative Mimi Stewart, Vice Chair, LESC; T.J. Parks, Superintendent, Hobbs       
                        Municipal Schools; Charles Bowyer, President, National Education Association New      
                        Mexico; Dr. Joel Boyd, Superintendent, Santa Fe Public Schools; Kathy Sandoval,          
                        Director, Albuquerque Institute for Mathematics and Science 
 
12:00 --  Lunch 
 
1:00 --  Review of Class Size and Teaching Load Waivers and Implementation of House Bill      

   280 Return to Class Size Loads -- Paul Aguilar, Deputy Secretary for Finance and           
   Operations, Public Education Department; Don Moya, Chief Financial Officer;               
   Albuquerque Public Schools 

 
3:00 -- PED Implementation of Select FY15 Related Recurring Initiatives -- Paul Aguilar,          

            Deputy Secretary for Finance and Operations, Public Education Department; Leighann    
            Lenti,  Deputy Secretary for Policy and Programs, Public Education Department 

 

  -- Early Reading Initiative 
  -- Teacher and School Leader Programs and Supports for Training, Preparation, 

Recruitment, and Retention 
  -- NMTEACH Evaluation System 
  -- Next Generation School Leader Preparation (NMLead) 
  -- Next Generation School Teacher Preparation (NMPrep) 
  -- College Preparation, Career Readiness, and Dropout Prevention 
  -- Interventions and Support for Students, Struggling Schools, and Parents 
  -- Parent Portal 
 

5:15 --  LESC Adjourn – LFC to Continue Miscellaneous Committee Business 
 

    Action Items  
A. Approval of July 2014 Meeting Minutes 
B. Approval of LFC Policy and Procedures 
C. Approval of LFC Budget Guidelines 
D. Approval of FY16 LFC Budget Request 

 K.   Approval of FY15 Contracts 
 

 Information Items 
  Review of Monthly Financial Reports 

E. Secretary of State - Status of Information Technology System Projects 
F. July 2014 Cash Balance Report 
G. July 2014 BAR Report 
H. August 2014 Full Time Employees by Agency 
I. FY15 LFC Budget Status 
J. LFC Program Evaluation Status Report 
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Wednesday, August 27 – Luna Community College, Cafeteria, 366 Luna Drive, Las Vegas, NM 
 
8:00 -- Welcoming Remarks and Strategic Initiatives -- Dr. Pete Campos, President, Luna           

            Community College 
 
9:00 --  Review of Data Quality and Methods for School Grades and Teacher Evaluations --        

   Dr. Kim Johnson, Coalition for Excellence in Science and Math Education 
 
10:00 --  Teacher and Principal Evaluation System Panel -- Area School Districts/Charter              

   Schools: Dr. Ruben Cordova, Superintendent, Las Vegas City Public Schools; Gene        
   Parson, Superintendent, Las Vegas West Public Schools; Dr. Neil Terhune,                     
   Superintendent, Raton Municipal Schools; Richard Perea, Superintendent, Santa Rosa    
   Consolidated Schools; Sheri Montoya, Interim Superintendent, Springer Municipal         
   Schools (Invited) 

 
12:00 --  Adjourn 
 
 
If you require special accommodations such as an American Sign Language interpreter or reader to attend and participate in any 
scheduled Legislative Finance Committee meeting, please contact Bianca Montoya, (505) 986-4549 [TDD (505) 986-4657], at least 
five (5) working days prior to a scheduled meeting.  Agendas and minutes of scheduled meetings can be made available in 
alternative formats upon request. 
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