
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 28, 2015 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Legislative Education Study Committee 
 
FR: Ian Kleats 
 
RE: REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 
 
 
Since the conclusion of the 2015 legislative session, the Legislative Education Study Committee 
(LESC) staff have received the following information requests either through the Inspection of 
Public Records Act (IPRA) or requests for production with respect to open litigation: 
 

• a request for production from the plaintiffs in Yazzie v. State of New Mexico; 
• an IPRA request from Mr. Jonathon Lipschutz; and 
• an IPRA request from J. Edward Hollington & Associates, P.A. 

 
The Legislative Council Service (LCS) is the custodian of the Legislature’s records for purposes 
of IPRA.  As such, LESC staff have been working closely with LCS staff to identify all materials 
responsive to these IPRA requests and to relay those materials to the requesters. 
 
Request for Production:  Yazzie v. State of New Mexico 
 
On Monday, April 27, 2015, LESC staff received a request for production from the plaintiffs in 
Yazzie v. State of New Mexico by way of Mr. Dan Hill, general counsel for the Public Education 
Department (PED).  This follows a request for production given to LESC staff by PED counsel 
in December 2014 from Martinez v. State of New Mexico, which since been consolidated with 
Yazzie. 
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As noted in the attached documents, PED counsel has requested that LESC staff produce 
documents responsive to some, but not all, of the requests for production under Yazzie.  Since 
some of the requested items, however, are broad enough in scope to encompass much or all of 
the committee’s work, LESC staff have begun the process of scanning into a digital format all 
meeting materials dating back to the 2005 interim.  LESC staff expect that further document 
submissions to Montgomery & Andrews P.A., which is under contract to represent the State and 
all of its agencies as Special Assistant Attorneys General in the lawsuit, may be necessary as 
they are able to hone in on the material that would be responsive to the requests. 
 
It also appears, in some instances, that existing committee and staff documentation may be 
potentially responsive to items in the request for production for which PED counsel had not 
requested documents from LESC staff.  LESC staff are currently having discussions with counsel 
at Montgomery & Andrews, P.A. about the extent to which LESC staff are obligated to produce 
those potentially responsive materials as well. 
 
IPRA Request:  Mr. Jonathon Lipschutz 
 
On Friday, May 1, 2015, LESC staff received an IPRA request from Mr. Jonathon Lipschutz by 
way of LCS, which sought any and all records of communication between the LESC and the list 
of individuals or organizations contained in the attached documents. 
 
LESC staff were able to produce email exchanges between members of their office and 
Mr. Matthew Clifton Ladner concerning arrangements for a presentation made to the LESC at its 
November 2010 interim meeting and the minutes for that meeting.  These documents were 
forwarded to LCS in fulfillment of the IPRA request. 
 
IPRA Request:  J. Edward Hollington & Associates, P.A. 
 
On Tuesday, May 5, 2015, LESC staff received an IPRA request from J. Edward Hollington & 
Associates, P.A.  The request sought a document entitled “HB 212 Public School Reform – 
Questions & Answers for School Districts and Constituents by Section,” which was prepared by 
the State Department of Education and potentially presented to the LESC at its June 2003 interim 
meeting. 
 
Being initially unsuccessful in finding the document in past LESC meeting notebooks or 
correspondence, LESC staff contacted the former Governor’s education policy advisor at the 
time for potential background information on when the document might have been presented.  
That individual was able to locate and send a copy of the document to LESC staff, who then sent 
it onto J. Edward Hollington & Associates, P.A. in fulfillment of the IPRA request on May 7, 
2015. 




















































