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INTRODUCTION:

The 13" Judicial District consists of a large and diverse
region, including Cibola, Sandoval and Valencia Counties.

Today, the 13" is the second most populous judicial district
in New Mexico. (U.S. Census data)

Sandoval County has grown 46% and is home to the third
largest city in New Mexico, Rio Rancho. (U.S. Census data)
Valencia County has grown 16% and is considered a
“suburb” of Albuquerque. (U.S. Census data)

The district is home to 10 Pueblos and 4 Navajo Chapters.

The population explosion in the district created enormous
numbers of case filings, particularly in the area of foreclosure
and debt collection cases. In fact, Sandoval County led the
state in the number of foreclosure cases filed in 2010.
(Albuquerque Journal, November 27, 2010)

Less than twenty years ago the district was considered a
rural area. However, the caseload has increased by more
than 300%.

The District has only seven judges managing the large
caseload in three counties with the average judge carrying
over 1800 cases.

CAPITAL OUTLAY:

Cibola County Courthouse:

The 13" Judicial District is requesting 300.0 for
electronics, security and the safety needs of the new Cibola
County Courthouse. The property and building has been
purchased by the county. Currently, the county and district
court are in the site design and drawing stages of the existing
building that was purchased. Last year Cibola County was
awarded 300.0 for some of the projects design and
construction. The court having a need for additional highly
specialized electronic equipment in the courtroom and
security equipment such as door cards, additional monies will
be needed to complete this project.

Sandoval County Courthouse:

Currently, the 13™ Judicial District is working with
Sandoval County to create a combined courthouse. This will
include District and Magistrate Courts. The planning
committee is working on setting long term goals with the
ideas of expanding the current building to last until 2035.
While the court doesn’t anticipate asking for capital outlay for
the request, we will be supporting the county with their
upcoming legislation.



BASE BUDGET REQUEST: COURT PROGRAMS:

The 13" Judicial District has a variety of Court programs to
help the citizens of the district. These programs provide
assistance ranging from pro se litigant advice to substance
abuse issues and foreclosure/settlement facilitation. Below is
a list of some of the programs the Court provides:

The 13" Judicial District requests our base budget of 6,507.9
from FY14. Along with the base budget, the district also
requests 415.7 for an additional judgeship, and an increase
of 266.1 to cover increases in fixed cost (PERA, Dolt, etc.)
and overall operating costs. With our current budget, the
district has been able to maintain the services we currently
provide throughout the district. These increases will ensure

our district will continue to offer our current services. * Monthly Pro se Legal Fairs

(Cibola, Sandoval and Valencia Counties)
e Monthly Family Law Dockets
(Cibola, Sandoval and Valencia Counties)

12000 e Juvenile Drug Courts
Number of New Cases Filed | | . (Cibola, Sandoval and Valencia Counties)
10000 e Family Dependency Court
(Cibola County)
e Adult Drug Courts
8000 e (Sandoval and Valencia Counties)
e Pre-Trial Services
(Sandoval and Valencia Counties)
6000 e Mental Health Court
(Sandoval County)
4000 e Attorney General Foreclosure/Settlement Facilitation

Pilot Project

(Sandoval County)

2000 e Abuse/Neglect Social Worker Model
(Sandoval County)

FY96
FY97
FY98
FY99
FYOO
FYo1
FY02
FYO3
FYO4
FYO5
FYO06
FYo7
FY08
FY09
FY10
FY11
FY12
FY13



MONTHLY LEGAL FAIR:

The 13" Judicial District currently provides monthly legal
“fairs.” Citizens attending these fairs can speak with an
attorney regarding their legal issues and access free legal
forms.

o Growth in use of the fairs is attributable to three interrelated
factors:
o Bad economy
o Good value: visitors get free and often immediate legal
help from experienced attorneys
o Word of mouth: the more visitors, the more likely word
spreads about the clinic
o There has been a shift in case types — from approximately
two-thirds family issues and one-third civil/other issues, to a
split of slightly more than 50% family issues to approximately
50% civil/other issues. The need for pro se assistance is still
focused on family matters, but the need is strong and
increasing in other areas of the law.

13th Judicial District
Visitors Per Monthly Legal Fair
2006-2013
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JUDGESHIP REQUEST:

Despite being the second most populous judicial district,
including the third largest city in the state, the 13" Judicial
District has only seven judges (the last judgeship was
created in 2006). In FY12 the district had an average of
11,837 new or reopened cases — approximately 1,691 cases
per judge. The judges are struggling to provide timely settings
for our stakeholders.

The weighted judgeship study for the State of New
Mexico reflects a need for 3.6 judges in the 13" Judicial
District up from 2.5 last year. Therefore, the 13" District is
currently requesting one additional judgeship to be placed
in Sandoval County where population growth is the highest in
the state.
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