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Remediation education, also known as developmental education or basic skills training, for academically
underprepared students entering college is a complex issue. The difficulties in developing a universally
accepted response to equitably preparing incoming students for the rigors of college-level coursework
seems only to have increased over time and today remains one of the most persistent and contentious
of quandaries in high education circles. Another complicating factor is the absence of agreement among
postsecondary institutions on a standard dividing line to identify students determined to be candidates
for enrollment in remedial courses

For the academic year 2012-2013, 51.4 percent of New Mexico public high school graduates entering a
state postsecondary institution required remediation. This continues more than a decade during which
the remediation rate has hovered near the 50 percent figure. There are significant demographic
differences in remediation rates, as well. For academic year 2012-2014, remediation rates for Native
American, Black, and Hispanic students remained high: 65 percent, 57 percent, and 50 percent
respectively. For White and Asian students, the rates are considerable lower: 30 percent and 29 percent
respectively. It is well-known that college students assigned to remedial course are far less likely to
continue their education and graduate. This last point is indicative of a serious problem: Traditional
remediation efforts are not achieving their stated goal of preparing students to be successful in the
college classroom. Setting aside the oft-stated contention that the high schools are not preparing
students for college-level coursework, what can be done to improve a student’s chances once for
academic success they arrive on campus? The Complete College America (CCA) organization has made
significant gains in addressing this difficult and costly issue.

The core focus of the CCA approach centers on replacing the stand-alone and isolating remedial courses,
which provide the student no college credit, and replacing them with “co-requisite courses”. In this
setting, the student is enrolled in a credit-bearing “gateway” course, which is taught by a regular faculty
member, who will exert extra effort with students needing more assistance in their course work.

Governor Susana Martinez endorsed the CCA initiative and all public postsecondary institutions have
begun to incorporate this approach. In November 2012, the Higher Education Department (HED) held a
full-day conference at SIPI for representatives from all public higher education organizations to initiate
the CCA approach. Following the conference, all representatives were tasked with informing the HED of
1) details on their individual remediation programs in the current year (2012-2013) and 2) their plans for
remediation in the 2013-2014 academic year. The document submitted with this statement, “Summary
of Remedial Education Programs at New Mexico Institutions”, provides details on their individual plans
and identifies the particular types of remediation programs underway.

On December 9, 2013, the HED held a higher education goals-setting conference at SFCC for
representatives of the public postsecondary institutions. CCA representatives were in attendance to
introduce refinements to their remediation transformation efforts and to introduce concepts from a
new document, “The Game Changers: Are states implementing the bets reforms to get more college
graduates?” One of the five major goals in this document reinforces the principle of co-requisite
remediation.
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