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October 22, 2014

Capitol Building Planning Commission
State Capitol, Room 311

| 490 Old Santa Fe Trail

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
Dear Members of the Capitol Building Planning Commission:

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to provide the Commission with information about
the New Mexico School for the Arts (NMSA); the role it is playing in increasing the
accessibility of high quality arts education to talented youth in our state and the school’s
critical need for a permanent home. NMSA is demonstrating that New Mexico’s students can
succeed in the arts as well as in other areas when they are provided with quality resources.

NMSA is the first and only legislatively created statewide, residential public high school in
New Mexico that offers a dual track rigorous academic and mastery arts education leading
to a high school diploma. Our graduates are gaining admission when they leave NMSA to
institutions like the School of the Chicago Art Institute, the Rhode Island School of Design,
New York University-Tisch School of the Arts, and post-secondary institutions like University
of New Mexico, Sarah Lawrence College, and Oberlin College. The 47-member class of
2014, alone, received more than $5 million in scholarships and financial assistance.

Below are some of the milestones, as well as NMSA's recent achievements and honors:

. 2008 ~The enabling act for NMSA is passed.

. August 2010-NMSA opens its doors to 137 students from across the state.

. May 2014-US News & World Report places NMSA in the top 5% of high schools.

. May 2014, NMSA receives the “Exemplary School” designation from the Art
Schools Network.

@ August 2014-NMSA has an enrollment of 200, representing 37 New Mexico
communities.

. NMSA has a 96% graduation rate and is an NMPED “A” school.

e 46% percent of NMSA students qualify for free or low-cost lunch programs

We look forward to discussing further with all of you the future of New Mexico School for the
Arts, how it can continue helping to move public education forward in New Mexico, and
how we can work together to attain a permanent home for the school.

Sincerely,

Cindy Montoya
NMSA Head of School

Riis Gonzales
Director, NMSA-Art Institute

Attachments:
* (Geographical Representation of NMSA Student Body
o College Recruitment to NMSA 2010 to 2014
o Aerial Map of Potential Site for New Campus
¢ Specifications of Potential Site for New Campus

nmschooltorthearts.org T 505.310.4194 « F 505.820.3529 « 275 East Alameda Santa Fe, NM 87501
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