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2011 Legislative Session

SB 4 U d t f th 1985 Eff ti C titi St t tSB 4 – Update of the 1985 Effective Competition Statute
HB-17--Cost Recovery for Network Facility Relocation

 SB-4 was tabled in Senate Judiciary.    Significant opposition from 1 PRC 
Commissioner and 1 competitor of Qwest.

 HB-17 made it to the Senate Floor, but ran out of time when the session ended
on March 19, 2011. 

 Both issues continue to be important to CenturyLink’s future operation in New p y p

Mexico.
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Current Activities

 Based on 1985 statute.
 C i i i f l l l h i f i l id i

Effective Competition Filing with the PRC

 Competition exists for local telephone service from wireless providers, voice 
over internet protocol providers, cable telephone, and other wireline providers.

 Between 2000 and 2010, Qwest access line counts have decreased from 
883 000 to 542 000---39% During that same time New Mexico’s population883,000 to 542,000---39%.   During that same time, New Mexico s population 
has increased from 1,819,000 to 2,059,000---13%.

 While competition in some areas may be more pronounced than in others, there 
is effective competition in every Qwest New Mexico service area.p y

 Filing will request the PRC to determine effective competition and establish 
regulatory parity with existing Competitive Local Exchange Carriers (CLECs):
 Retail Pricing
 Service Quality

 Other significant competitors like cable telephone and wireless remain 
unregulated by the PRC.
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Current Activities
Proposed legislation on Metal Theft

 Metal theft continues to be an issue in New Mexico.
 Multiple agencies/industries are affected by metal theft.
 State and Local Government

Proposed legislation on Metal Theft

 State and Local Government
 Law Enforcement
 Telecom Industry
 Electric Ind str Electric Industry
 Construction Industry
 Oil and Gas Industry
 L t lik W l t d Alb P bli S h l Large property owners---like Walmart and Albuquerque Public Schools

 Metal theft has both direct (property loss) impacts and indirect (service outages, 
operational delays, public safety and security) impacts.

 Current NM Law (NMSA 57 30 1) Sale of Recycled Metals Act has proven to be Current NM Law (NMSA 57-30-1) Sale of Recycled Metals Act has proven to be 
ineffective.
 Primarily requires information provided by the seller and the establishment of 

a record of each purchase.  Minimal, if any, consequences for non-compliance.
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Current Activities

Wh t Sh ld l i l ti M t l Th ft dd ?
 Limits on cash transactions – A secondary metal recycling agent may not pay 

cash for a purchase of metal in excess of $100 (or lower). 

What Should legislation on Metal Theft address?

p ( )
 Limiting the cash payment in a salvage transaction will have a deterrent effect. 

 Defining single transactions – Any sale by the same seller in a 72 hour period 
constitutes a single transaction.
 Ensures that an individual does not make multiple small sales in a single day to avoid triggering the

“no cash” requirement. 

 Mailing of checks – Transactions requiring payment by check shall be made by 
mailing the check to a physical address provided by the seller.
 Ensures sellers provide legitimate addresses to the salvage yard, giving law enforcement a better 

opportunity to identify and locate potential thieves.

 Provision on burned or altered wire – A secondary recycling agent shall not Provision on burned or altered wire A secondary recycling agent shall not 
purchase or otherwise receive metallic wire that was burned in whole or in part 
to remove insulation unless the recycling agent receives from the seller written 
evidence indicating that the wire was lawfully burned. 
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