
 

 
 

Presents  
 

Native America Speaks 
Saturday October 9, 2011 

9 am to 5pm  
 
You are cordially invited to join us at one of these locations: 
 

SIPI, ALBUQUERQUE   SAN JUAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE, 
FARMINGTON  INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN ARTS, SANTA FE 
 UNM BRANCH CAMPUS, GALLUP  
 
Our current mission at the Native American Voters Alliance is to organize a Native American 
electorate that is informed, active and empowered to participate in the development and 
implementation of a civic agenda that will improve the quality of life for Native American 
families living in New Mexico.  
 
A key component of our 2011 programmatic work is to host Native America Speaks a digital 
conference that will implement real time polls to determine who we are and what we believe 
about a variety of issues. We will convene 300-400 Native American people throughout New 
Mexico and develop a host of survey questions with time to discuss and debate issues as we 
see our real time results.  
 
We are inviting Native American people 18 years old and up from the State of New Mexico to 
join us in a deliberative polling session at one of our 4 locations throughout the state.  
 
The sessions need volunteer teams at each location to provide assistance with registration, 
facilitation and general management. All volunteers will be asked to commit their time for the 
full day and meet in advance for a minimum of two preparation meetings.  Please call Amber 
Carrillo 505-917-7698 to become a “Native America Speaks” volunteer. 
 
If you would like to join us please visit our website at www.nativeamericanvoters.org to 
register, take a sample survey and get more information. If you do not have access to the 
Internet call us at 505-260-1819 or 505-917-7698 and we will sign you up.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.nativeamericanvoters.org/�


 
Background of Native America Speaks a project of the Native American 
Voters Alliance 
As a nonpartisan organization we are keenly aware of the need to increase Native American 
participation and provide the opportunity to vocalize our concerns from a knowledgeable and 
organized base.  
 
NAVA will utilize Community Organizing as its primary method for issue education, skills 
building and outreach to Native American Families living in New Mexico. The Community 
Organizing method helps to ensure that we are building a rooted electorate that is not only 
courted during election seasons, but rather building relationships and accessing decision-
making processes. The election results from 2004 through 2010 demonstrate that NM 
continues to be identified as a swing state that is targeted by both major parties. Thus the 
need for Native American voters to actively and effectively voice concerns is critical to 
ensuring democracy in NM is vital.  

 
The Native American Voters Alliance needs to know more about what we are thinking and 
how moveable our people are on “wedge” issues that could threaten to undermine the Native 
Vote in the 2012 elections.  

 
Currently, polling Native American voters is costly and not attached to an organizing strategy 
that is the benefit of the convening. We will implement these goals, objectives and strategies 
through the NAVA Advisory team, NAVA staff and key partnerships that we have.  

 
This project seeks to empower the entire Native American community. Part of the problem we 
are seeking to improve is that many of our community members are facing increasing 
financial insecurity, faltering educational systems and the rupture of social and economic 
services that were previously available to our communities. Therefore, community people find 
themselves less able to give input, much less understand how policy changes will impact them 
either positively or negatively.  

 
Through the convening of Native America Speaks the Native American Voters Alliance is 
committed to doing the analysis and creating fun and informative ways for entire families to 
understand how we collectively could voice our support or refute policies don’t improve our 
opportunity to create sustainable and healthy lives for our children and their children. NAVA’s 
commitment is to build an active Native American electorate that is largely young (18-35) 
allows us keep young families in the forefront, as we seek to look for ways to improve the 
quality of our lives.  
 
 
 


