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New Mexicans generate over 2 
million tons of solid waste per yearmillion tons of solid waste per year

Average Waste = 5 lbs per person per day
A i t l 12 4% i l dApproximately 12.4% is recycled





 20 Permitted MSW 20 Permitted MSW 
Landfills

 14 Registered MSW 
LandfillsLandfills

 3 C & D Permitted 
Landfills

 2 Permitted Special 
Waste Landfills
 Total Landfills: 39 Total Landfills: 39



Regulatory HistoryRegulatory History
 NM Solid Waste Act: 1990
 USEPA “RCRA” Subtitle D: 10/09/91
 NM Solid Waste Plan: 1993

SWMR 1: 04/19/74 SWMR 1: 04/19/74
 SWMR 2: 04/14/89
 SWMR 3: 12/31/91 SWMR 3: 12/31/91
 SWMR 4: 10/27/95
 NM Solid Waste Plan Update: April 2007p p
 New Rules (20.9.2-10 NMAC): 08/02/07
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National Trends No. of Landfills

Over 4,000
Transfer Stations

Source: USEPA



National Trends – MSW GenerationNational Trends MSW Generation



Landfill ClosuresLandfill Closures



 20 Permitted MSW 20 Permitted MSW 
Landfills

 3 C & D Permitted 
LandfillsLandfills

 2 Permitted Special 
Waste Landfills
 Total Landfills: 25

14 Counties will have 14 Counties will have 
no landfill



Privately Operated MSW LandfillsPrivately Operated MSW Landfills

 6 of 39 facilities 
manage >50% of the 
waste

 Limited to 10 year vs. y
20 year permit term

 All are lined “Subtitle D” 
landfills with no historylandfills with no history 
of environmental 
contamination
N “Ad i i t ti No “Administrative 
Compliance Orders” 
(i.e., NMED fines) since 
2005 9 f bli2005 vs. 9 for public 
sector



Regional Integrated MSW FacilitiesRegional Integrated MSW Facilities



South Central Solid Waste Authority 
Transfer Station; Las Cruces NMTransfer Station; Las Cruces, NM



The Eagle Rock Convenience Center (Albuquerque) 
handles up to 300 tpd of self-haul wastehandles up to 300 tpd of self haul waste



There are now over 100 collection 
centers in New Mexicocenters in New Mexico



Financial ImplicationsFinancial Implications
 Reliance on private MSW landfills will 

iincrease
 Waste diversion and recycling will 

increaseincrease
 10 year permit window creates financial 

uncertainty and planninguncertainty and planning
 Costs for smaller communities will 

increase 100% to 1000%increase 100% to 1000%
 Many communities will require financial 

assistance to close non-compliantassistance to close non compliant 
landfills


