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Agenda 

• Understanding Washington 
• The Federal Highway Trust Fund 
• Funding vs. Financing 
• Key Policy Questions 
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Understanding Washington 

• There’s rational, and then there’s rational. 
• Divided country, divided government 
• Governing versus campaigning 
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Regular Order 

President’s 
budget request 

Congress 
adopts budget 

resolution 

Appropriations 
levels set via 
302(a) and 

302(b) 
allocations 

House, Senate 
pass and  

conference 
approps bills 
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HTF Structural Imbalance 

 

~ $15 billion/yr 
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9 Source: Congressional Budget Office 

$57B drop 



U . S .  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  

10 



U . S .  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  

Source: Federal Highway Administration 
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Key Policy Questions 

• Funding vs. Financing 
• User fees or no user fees 
• Pace of implementation 
• Legislative vehicles 
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Questions? 

Janet F. Kavinoky 
Executive Director, Transportation & 

Infrastructure 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
jkavinoky@uschamber.com 

202-657-2616 (cell) 
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