
Overview of the New Mexico Framework Keys 
 
The seven regional New Mexico Council of Governments (COGs) serve 33 counties, 103 municipalities, 3 
reservations, 19 pueblos, and 1.9 million residents. COGs serve as transportation planning organizations, assist 
local governments with State Infrastructure Capital Improvement Planning and provide essential economic 
and community development planning and project development services.  
 
The COGs receive planning grants from the federal Economic Development Administration (EDA) to develop 
comprehensive economic development strategies that address opportunities and challenges.  
 
The New Mexico Association of Regional Councils (NewMARC) includes all regional COGs and some economic 
development districts located in the State of New Mexico. NewMARC received a grant from the EDA to create 
a statewide comprehensive economic development plan that will integrate the regional plans. 
 
NewMARC has hosted presenters from the national association as well as from Florida to discuss best 
practices in developing a statewide plan. States that have been successful in this effort have created a 
template to be used for the regional plans that incorporates all important components. 
 
The Association of Commerce and Industry (ACI) is partnering with NewMARC to help bring the private sector 
perspective to the plan. Public/private partnerships are vital to the success of the planning strategy. 
 
In tandem with this effort, Speaker Martinez and Senate Pro-Tem Papen created a Jobs Council. This Council 
will identify specific industry sectors that can regionally be targeted to create short-term and long-term job 
growth. The Council is being led through a consensus process by independent consultants. These Framework 
Keys can be used for the final product of the work of the Council so as to coincide with the regional planning 
efforts already underway. 
 
Input into these Keys and the components under each Key is needed to ensure that the Framework is 
comprehensive. 



COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY FOR NEW 
MEXICO 

FIVE KEYS FOR THE FRAMEWORK 
 

 
Infrastructure 

 Water 

 Land Use 

 Roads and Highways 

 Railway 

 Natural Resources 

 Electric Utility-Transmission Lines 

 Energy Development 

 Broadband 

 Air Transportation (direct flights) 

 Related Right of Way & BIA Permitting 
 

Innovation and Sustainability 
 Entrepreneurship 

 Business Support Systems 

 Research and Development 

 Technology Transfer 

 
Business Climate and Competitiveness 

 Access to Capital 

 Regulatory Control 

 Tax Structure Overhaul 

 International Trade 

 Tax and/or other Incentives 

 
Education and Talent Supply 

 Education Reform 

 Vocational Training 

 Skilled Workforce Shortage 

 Talent Retention 
 
Quality of Life 

 Access to Health Care 

 Availability of Affordable Housing 

 Preservation of Natural Resources 

 Cultural Diversity 

 


