
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 14, 2011 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Legislative Education Study Committee 

 

FR: Michael Bowers 

 

RE: New Mexico Mathematics, Engineering, and Science Achievement, Inc. (NM MESA) 

Cohort Data  

 

 

During a presentation on NM MESA activities at the November 2011 interim meeting of the 

Legislative Education Study Committee, a committee member requested that NM MESA provide 

cohort data: 

 

 showing the percentage of its students in need of remedial education; and 

 comparing the percentage of its students ready for college-level coursework to non-NM 

MESA students. 

 

Using its own internal data, NM MESA analyzed the high school transcripts of its 2011 

graduating seniors and found that 247 out of 502 of the students had ACT
1
 scores reported on 

their transcript.  The average composite ACT score for these students was 21 points, compared to 

a national average composite score between 20 and 21 points.  By utilizing the ACT criteria for 

the University of New Mexico (score <19), the results of the analysis reveal that among 2011 

NM MESA high school graduates: 

 

 48 percent are likely to require remediation in math; 

 27 percent are likely to require remediation in science; 

                                                 
1
 Formerly known as the American College Testing Service, ACT, Inc., states that it is an independent, not-for-profit 

organization that provides assessment, research, information, and program management services in the areas of 

education and work force development. 
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 36 percent are likely to require remediation in reading; and  

 42 percent are likely to require remediation in English.  

 

In the second phase of the analysis, NM MESA compared its 2011 high school graduates to all 

other graduates at the statewide and national levels for college-level readiness and found that:   

 

 a higher percentage of NM MESA graduates were ready for math, science, reading and 

English compared to New Mexico graduates; and  

 the percentage of college-ready NM MESA graduates compared with the percentage of 

nationwide college-ready graduates in science and reading.  

 

The information provided by NM MESA grants a glimpse of the program’s graduates whose 

ACT scores were available on their academic transcripts; however it does not take into account 

the remaining graduates from 2011.  Also not shown are students who attended other higher 

learning institutions, which may have a variety of course placement policies. 

 

A report with the complete results is attached. 








