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July 25, 2011

MEMORANDUM

TO: Legislative Education Study Committee
FR: Eilani Gerstner

RE: UPDATES: PUBLIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (PED): PED CONTRACTS

The July 2011 meeting of the Legislative Education Study Committee (LESC) includes a report
on current contracts maintained by the Public Education Department (PED).

The Attachment to this update includes a listing from the Department of Finance and
Administration of all current, approved contracts for PED, including:

o the contracts for at least three of the nine PED Advisory Team members (see the July
2011 update titled “PED Advisory Team Deliverables™);

e two contracts for $24,800 each with Caron Snow and GFund Solutions, hired to revise
the Public School Accounting and Budgeting Manual of Procedures (see the July 2011
staff report titled “Revision of the Public School Accounting and Budgeting Manual of
Procedures”); and

e a contract for $30,638.70 with Fox Systems, Inc to “provide technical assistance to
purchase an accountability system to allow NMPED to identify and address
administrative errors, target administrative reviews, and direct additional training to error
prone [sic] Local Education Agencies.”


travis.dulany
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Contract reductions include:

a $253,025 reduction in the contract with the American Institute for Research (AIR) for
“decreasing compensation,” lowering the total contract amount to approximately $5.2
million; and

a $939,562.72 reduction, following a previous $113,000 reduction, in the contract with
the College Board to furnish the 2010 PSAT/NMSQT exam for New Mexico tenth
graders and select eleventh graders, to provide professional development for teachers
regarding the exams, and to provide data to PED for inclusion in the Student Teacher
Accountability Reporting System, lowering the total contract amount to approximately
$1.5 million.
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