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The New Mexico Task Force for School Libraries has an ongoing role in seeking school library 

improvements in cooperation with the New Mexico Library Association, the State Department of 

Education and the State Board of Education. 

History of Support for School Libraries 

 For decades, the LESC‘s support has improved school libraries and increased equitable access to 

resources for New Mexico’s students. 

 Every two years, the LESC has helped get General Obligation Bond funding on the ballot. 

 In 2003, the LESC helped establish the School Library Materials Fund. 

 The combination of GO Bond, SLMF, and funds from school budgets helped New Mexico’s public 

school libraries provide students with current resources. 

 This currency, along with equitable access to resources for all students, could slip away.  

 School libraries are more vital than ever, but it’s imperative they provide a mix of traditional 

services and access to exciting new resources. 

 Current books – students need accurate, up-to-date information and appealing new 

titles that encourage them to love reading and learning. 

 Online reference – encyclopedias like World Book or Britannica are now available as 

online subscriptions, providing information that is never out-of-date.  

 Access to technology – many school libraries, especially in rural areas, are one of the 

few places students use computers and other new technologies.  

 NM State Library resources – there is a wealth of high-quality information online, paid 

for by the State Library, that students can access if they have computers, internet, and 

teacher-librarians to show them how. 

 Common Core Standards – school libraries and librarians provide essential support. 

 The School Library Materials Fund was created to serve a specific purpose, one that persists. 

$3,000,000 for the SLMF would combine with GO B Bond funding to bolster school libraries 

 GO Bond B, approved by 62% of New Mexico’s voters, will send $3,000,000 to public school 

libraries. On average, this translates into approximately $8.95/student, spread out over two 

years ($4.50/student each year). 

 If SLMF was funded in the same amount, $3,000,000, New Mexico’s school libraries would 

receive another $8.95/student this year. 

 This would combine for a total of approximately $17.91 per student, which would be enough 

to buy one new book or resource for each New Mexico public school student, and provide a vital 

supplement to the funding school libraries receive from their schools’ budgets. 



Importance and Opportunities 

 We have an exciting chance to significantly improve existing public school library collections and 

continue broadening their collections to include new and vital electronic sources of information. 

 With your support, we can keep equitable resources in our school libraries. 

 With this funding, our public school libraries can continue to provide the books and instruction 

they always have, and expand to help our students become technology-savvy citizens of a fast-

changing and competitive digital world. 

 Strong, well-funded school libraries, staffed with highly qualified teacher-librarians, make a 

positive difference in students’ lives. 

 Studies have shown that strong school library programs can help raise test scores. 

 Kids still love to read, and school libraries can provide them with endless sources of 

knowledge, entertainment, and inspiration. 

 Libraries are safe spaces for students. 

 Today’s students need to learn to use computers, technology, and online resources; 

their school libraries can help them across all content areas. 

 New Mexico’s public school libraries work to prepare our students for college and careers, by 

encouraging them to love learning and reading, and giving them the skills to navigate and use 

college libraries and public libraries throughout their lives. 

A $3,000,000 allocation in the School Library Materials Fund would help all our public school students 

 Combined with the recently approved GO Bond funding, and the funds schools are able to 

allocate to their libraries, SLMF funding in the amount of $3,000,000 would help New Mexico 

public school libraries: 

 support literacy efforts; 

 ensure equitable access to up-to-date and attractive library materials, including 

traditional printed materials and new online resources; 

 help districts reach assessment goals; 

 support the goals of the Common Core Standards; 

 encourage all public school students to become lifelong learners, readers, and 

successful citizens of a competitive and global world. 



New Mexico Academic Libraries 
2012 General Obligation Bonds: $3,000,000 

Projected Allocations (by I. Rodarte) 
 

In this projected distribution, 30% of $3,000,000 goes to joint initiative and the remaining balance ($2,100,000) 

is distributed accordingly as shown in column H ($14.797 per FTE). Projected distributions are based on Fall 2010 

FTE; Fall 2012 FTE figures will be used for the final distribution. Research and Comprehensive Libraries FTE = 1.3 

greater than two year colleges and where graduate FTE is 4.4 greater. 

 
 INST CAMPUS UG FTE New UG FTE GR FTE New GR FTE Total FTE New 

Distribution 

RESEARCH Tier 2 fte=x1.3 fte=x4.4 

NMSU  Main 12,287 15,973 2,300 10,120 26,093 $386,090 

NMIMT Main 1,233 1,603 319 1,404 3,007 $44,486 

UNM  Main 18,398 23,917 4,938 21,727 45,645 $675,386 

UNM  Medical 
School  

0 0 532 2,341 2,341 $34,636 

COMPREHENSIVE 

ENMU  Main 3,042 3,955 479 2,108 6,062 $89,700 

NMHU  Main 1,824 2,371 923 4,061 6,432 $95,178 

NNMC Main 1,347 1,751 0 0 1,751 $25,910 

WNMU  Main 1,958 2,545 278 1,223 3,769 $55,763  

BRANCHES / INDEPENDENTS  

CCC  Main 1,828 1,828 0 0 1,828 $27,048 

CNM Main 16,340 16,340 0 0 16,340 $241,777 

CNM UNM Site  347 347 0 0 347 $5,134 

ENMU  Roswell 
Branch  

2,314 2,314 0 0 2,314 $34,239 

ENMU  Ruidoso 
Branch 

508 508 0 0 508 $7,517 

LCC  Main 1,048 1,048 0 0 1,048 $15,507 

MCC Main 661 661 0 0 661 $9,781 

NMMI  Main 593 593 0 0 593 $8,774 

NMJC  Main 1,923 1,923 0 0 1,923 $28,454 

NMSU  Alamogordo 
Branch  

1,787 1,787 0 0 1,787 $26,442 

NMSU  Carlsbad 
Branch  

915 915 0 0 915 $13,539 

NMSU  Dona Ana 
Branch  

5,633 5,633 0 0 5,633 $83,349 

NMSU  Grants 
Branch  

707 707 0 0 707 $10,461 

SFCC  Main 2,843 2,843 0 0 2,843 $42,067 

SJC  Main 4,735 4,735 0 0 4,735 $70,062 



UNM  Gallup 
Branch  

1,956 1,956 0 0 1,956 $28,942 

UNM  Los Alamos 
Branch  

346 346 0 0 346 $5,120 

UNM  Taos Branch 887 887 0 0 887 $13,125 

UNM  Valencia 
Branch  

1,454 1,454 0 0 1,454 $21,514 

Totals 86,915 98,941 9,768 42,984 141,924 $2,100,000 

 

 

 



New Mexico State Library  

2012 General Obligation Bonds: $3,000,000

New Mexico Public Libraries 

Projected Allocations by County

Library County

Legal 

Service 

Area Pop.

 Per Capita 

Allocation 

 Library 

System 

Allocation 

 Total GO Bond 

Allocation 

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Library System Bernalillo 659,904 868,578.92$          4,054.79$     872,633.71$     

Edgewood Community Library Bernalillo 4 5.27$                     -$              5.27$                

Rio Rancho Public Library Bernalillo 130 171.11$                 -$              171.11$            

Glenwood Community Library Catron 143 1,616.76$              4,054.79$     5,671.55$         

Reserve Public Library Catron 289 3,267.44$              4,054.79$     7,322.23$         

Roswell Public Library Chaves 48,366 86,073.90$            4,054.79$     90,128.69$       

Mother Whiteside Memorial Library Cibola 9,182 35,681.70$            4,054.79$     39,736.49$       

Arthur Johnson Memorial Library Colfax 6,885 13,152.12$            4,054.79$     17,206.91$       

Eagle Nest Public Library Colfax 290 553.97$                 4,054.79$     4,608.76$         

Fred Macaron Public Library Colfax 1,047 2,000.04$              4,054.79$     6,054.83$         

Shuter Library of Angel Fire Colfax 1,216 2,322.87$              4,054.79$     6,377.66$         

Clovis Carver Public Library Curry 37,775 63,430.70$            4,054.79$     67,485.49$       

Fort Sumner Public Library De Baca 2,022 2,651.30$              4,054.79$     6,706.09$         

Hatch Public Library Dona Ana 1,648 3,546.60$              4,054.79$     7,601.39$         

Sunland Park Community Library Dona Ana 14,106 30,356.96$            4,054.79$     34,411.75$       

Thomas Branigan Memorial Library Dona Ana 111,727 240,443.23$          4,054.79$     244,498.02$     

Artesia Public Library Eddy 11,301 21,304.86$            4,054.79$     25,359.65$       

Carlsbad Public Library Eddy 26,138 49,275.84$            4,054.79$     53,330.63$       

Bayard Public Library Grant 2,328 6,447.03$              4,054.79$     10,501.82$       

Gila Valley Library Grant 1,331 3,686.00$              4,054.79$     7,740.79$         

The Public Library Grant 10,315 28,565.77$            4,054.79$     32,620.56$       

Moise Memorial Library Guadalupe 2,848 6,145.60$              4,054.79$     10,200.39$       

Harding County Harding 695 911.30$                 -$              911.30$            

Lordsburg-Hidalgo Library Hidalgo 2,797 6,417.00$              4,054.79$     10,471.79$       

Eunice Public Library Lea 2,922 4,872.31$              4,054.79$     8,927.10$         

Hobbs Public Library Lea 34,122 56,896.95$            4,054.79$     60,951.74$       

Lovington Public Library Lea 11,009 18,357.03$            4,054.79$     22,411.82$       

Tatum Community Library Lea 798 1,330.64$              4,054.79$     5,385.43$         

Woolworth Community Library Lea 2,047 3,413.28$              4,054.79$     7,468.07$         

Capitan Public Library Lincoln 1,489 2,265.25$              4,054.79$     6,320.04$         

Village of Corona Public Library Lincoln 172 261.67$                 4,054.79$     4,316.46$         

Ruidoso Public Library Lincoln 16,005 24,348.77$            4,054.79$     28,403.56$       

Los Alamos County Library System Los Alamos 17,950 23,536.10$            4,054.79$     27,590.89$       

Columbus Village Library Luna 1,664 3,314.56$              4,054.79$     7,369.35$         

Marshall Memorial Library Luna 14,855 29,590.04$            4,054.79$     33,644.83$       

Octavia Fellin Public Library McKinley 21,678 93,740.50$            4,054.79$     97,795.29$       

Mora County Mora 4,881 6,400.00$              -$              6,400.00$         

Alamogordo Public Library Otero 55,773 78,690.08$            4,054.79$     82,744.87$       

Michael Nivison Public Library Otero 674 950.95$                 4,054.79$     5,005.74$         

Tularosa Public Library Otero 2,842 4,009.78$              4,054.79$     8,064.57$         

Tucumcari Public Library Quay 9,041 11,854.60$            4,054.79$     15,909.39$       

El Rito Public Library Rio Arriba 808 3,696.46$              4,054.79$     7,751.25$         

Eleanor Daggett Memorial Library Rio Arriba 1,022 4,675.47$              4,054.79$     8,730.26$         

Embudo Valley Library & Community Center Rio Arriba 1,257 5,750.55$              4,054.79$     9,805.34$         

Source: NMSL 4/10/2012
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New Mexico State Library  

2012 General Obligation Bonds: $3,000,000

New Mexico Public Libraries 

Projected Allocations by County

Library County

Legal 

Service 

Area Pop.

 Per Capita 

Allocation 

 Library 

System 

Allocation 

 Total GO Bond 

Allocation 

Espanola Public Library Rio Arriba 6,966 31,868.22$            4,054.79$     35,923.01$       

Pueblo de Abiquiu Library Rio Arriba 542 2,479.55$              4,054.79$     6,534.34$         

Truchas Community Library Rio Arriba 940 4,300.33$              4,054.79$     8,355.12$         

Portales Public Library Roosevelt 12,280 26,022.10$            4,054.79$     30,076.89$       

Corrales Community Library Sandoval 8,329 12,994.64$            4,054.79$     17,049.43$       

Cuba Public Library Sandoval 731 1,140.49$              4,054.79$     5,195.28$         

Irene S. Sweetkind Public Library Sandoval 569 887.74$                 4,054.79$     4,942.53$         

Jemez Springs Public Library Sandoval 250 390.04$                 4,054.79$     4,444.83$         

Placitas Community Library Sandoval 4,977 7,764.96$              4,054.79$     11,819.75$       

Rio Rancho Public Library Sandoval 87,391 136,344.65$          4,054.79$     140,399.44$     

Town of Bernalillo Public Library Sandoval 8,320 12,980.60$            4,054.79$     17,035.39$       

Aztec Public Library San Juan 6,763 8,867.66$              4,054.79$     12,922.45$       

Bloomfield Public Library San Juan 8,112 10,636.47$            4,054.79$     14,691.26$       

Farmington Public Library San Juan 115,169 151,009.86$          4,054.79$     155,064.65$     

Carnegie Public Library San Miguel 13,753 38,540.20$            4,054.79$     42,594.99$       

Edgewood Community Library Santa Fe 3,731 8,700.24$              4,054.79$     12,755.03$       

Espanola Public Library Santa Fe 3,258 7,597.26$              -$              7,597.26$         

Santa Fe Public Library Santa Fe 67,947 158,444.10$          4,054.79$     162,498.89$     

Vista Grande Public Library Santa Fe 6,130 14,294.41$            4,054.79$     18,349.20$       

Truth or Consequences Public Library Sierra 6,475 15,718.70$            4,054.79$     19,773.49$       

Magdalena Public Library Socorro 938 1,229.91$              4,054.79$     5,284.70$         

Rio Abajo Community Library Socorro 138 180.95$                 4,054.79$     4,235.74$         

Socorro Public Library Socorro 16,790 22,015.05$            4,054.79$     26,069.84$       

Questa Public Library Taos 1,770 8,745.13$              4,054.79$     12,799.92$       

Red River Public Library Taos 477 2,356.75$              4,054.79$     6,411.54$         

Talpa Community Center Library Taos 778 3,843.90$              4,054.79$     7,898.69$         

Taos Public Library Taos 5,716 28,241.33$            4,054.79$     32,296.12$       

Estancia Public Library Torrance 1,655 7,912.69$              4,054.79$     11,967.48$       

Moriarty Community Library Torrance 1,910 9,131.87$              4,054.79$     13,186.66$       

Mountainair Public Library Torrance 928 4,436.84$              4,054.79$     8,491.63$         

Albert W. Thompson Memorial Library Union 2,980 5,964.70$              4,054.79$     10,019.49$       

Belen Public Library Valencia 23,093 41,518.52$            4,054.79$     45,573.31$       

Bosque Farms Public Library Valencia 5,046 9,072.13$              4,054.79$     13,126.92$       

Los Lunas Public Library Valencia 27,703 49,806.76$            4,054.79$     53,861.55$       

Subtotal 1,606,051 2,700,000.03$       296,000.00$ 2,996,000.03$  

NMSL Rural Services $0.00 $4,000.00 $4,000.00

Total $2,700,000.03 $300,000.00 $3,000,000.03

*Mora and Harding Counties currently do not have eligible public libraries.  Funds not used by public libraries are used to support NMSL Bookmobile Service in 

those counties.

Projections are based on current Census Information and  library eligibility.  The 2010 Census was used for all incorporated communities and those listed 

as Census Designated Places.  2000 Census figures have been used for communities that are not Census Designated Places or used Census Blocks in 

previous Legal Service Area population calculations because 2010 calculations have not been completed.   Projected allocations are subject to change 

based on libraries meeting eligibility requirements in NMAC 4.5.8. and changes in the Legal Service Area population

Source: NMSL 4/10/2012
2 of 2



















School Library Update 

New Mexico Task Force for School Libraries,  
Rachel Altobelli and Mara Minwegan 

Legislative Education Study Committee 
Wednesday, November 14th, 2012 









New Mexico State Library resources 

 



 



Common Core Standards 

 



$3,000,000 for the SLMF would combine with GO 
B Bond funding to bolster school libraries 

• GO Bond B: $8.95/student, spread out over 
two years ($4.50/student each year). 

• If SLMF was funded in the same amount, 
$3,000,000, New Mexico’s school libraries 
would receive another $8.95/student this 
year. 

• This would combine for a total of $17.90 per 
student, enough to buy one new book or 
resource for each New Mexico public school 
student. 





• My Library, by Claudia Gomez (video) 
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